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Volume 5   GENERAL 
 
 
R. GENERAL LAYOUT OF SITE 

Wicken Windmill is at Ordnance Survey grid reference TL 571 706 .  
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S OUTBUILDINGS 
 
S.1 Granary 

Width over gable end:  15ft 7in 
Breadth:    35ft 6in 
Height to underside of Wall Plate:   7ft 3½in 

(Wall Plate 6in wide  x  4in) 
 

Distance from Windmill:  20ft  10in 
 

S.1.1 Granary Roof 
The original roof carried 11 rows of pantiles on each side.  Ridge tiles were fitted. 
 
Proposed new roof 
Rafters 6in x 2in, carcasing grade timber (GS/SC3/C16) 
Trusses on 2ft centres 
 
Ceiling Joists 6in x 2in (4in x 2in minimum) with Hanger and horizontal Binder 
 
Roof Battens 50mm x 25mm 
 
S.1.2 Granary Lean-to 
Rafters 3in x 2⅛in x 11ft 5¾in, 14½in pitch.   
 

Clean Room or ‘Guano’ Shed  The pitch of the surviving rafters in the ‘Guano Shed’ 
varied between 14in and 15in.  They were covered in lath and plaster.  12 rafters were 
required for this shed:  10 ‘true’ rafters, amd 2 above the end walls. 
 
The ruling internal dimensions of the shed are 9ft wide by 13ft 4in long:  the floor plan is 
not rectangular.. 
 
The original rafters were of 3in x 2⅛in section.  These were replaced by larch rafters in 
September 2011, of 3in x 2¼in section, and nominal length 10ft 6in.  Because the Back 
Lane footpath does not follow the axes of the granary building the rafters are slightly 
splayed apart, particularly at the footpath end.   
 
At their upper end the new rafters rest on the original wall plate of the granary building.  
(Except at the south end where George Johnson had extended the Granary building up to 
Back Lane.   A new brick pillar was built up at the present end wall, and the old wall plate 
extended across the gap.) 
 
A new softwood wall plate, 4in x 2in section, was installed at the lower, east end of the 
roof.   The new rafters were notched over the wall plate. 
 
To accommodate the ‘lean-to gable’ at the north end, the old scheme was followed, but 
with a heavier wall plate sitting on the horizontal top course of the brick dividing wall.  
(This new wall plate utilised another length of larch 3in x 2¼in.)  At the upper (east) end 
the top of the granary wall plate was 2ft 4¼in above the top of the new wall plate.  
Originally this triangular ‘gable’ had been filled in with ½in boarding, some of which 
survived though in quite poor state.  Where possible this board was treated and re-used.  
However the original gable had presumably been of a strange shape:  some pieces of 
original boarding were modified where necessary, and the missing areas filled with 
plywood sheets. 
 
As part of the proposed conversion to a clean room, an inner wall of ply has been fitted 
along the south and west walls of the Guano Shed.  The shed will be provided with a door 
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into the Granary.  The dimensions of the walls are: 
 
East Wall:  8ft 2in high x 13ft 4in, including door hole 3ft 6in wide. 
West Wall:  5ft 4¾in high x 12ft 10in. 
South Wall:  9ft wide. 
North Wall:  9ft 2½in wide. 

 
S.1.3 North Western extension shed 
A simple brick shed open ended to the west, using part of the Lean-to’s west wall as its east wall.  
The shed was put up by George Johnson. 
 
It is proposed to rebuild the shed with a sloping roof, similar to the original, and set it up as a second 
clean room.  It is expected then to house the Coton Stones, a bakehouse and a mini-tea bar. 
 
The dimensions of the proposed rebuild:  18ft long (east to west) x 14ft 7in (east end), 11ft 0in (west 
end).  Height to roof plate 7ft 3¾in. 
 
The new stud and transom west wall was built in September 2010.  It was covered in 7in 
weatherboards, overlap 3in.   
 
The north wall was repaired in summer 2011:  decayed brickwork was taken down, and built up to 
the height of the west wall. 
 

S.2 Timber Shed 
The front four posts of the rebuilt timber shed were erected on 28 August 2004. 
 
Overall the shed covers an area of 29ft 6in x 12ft, over the uprights.  This is sufficient to hold an 
entire sail frame. 
 
The spacing of the new front uprights, over centres, is: 
Western pair 116½in 
Central pair   116½in 
Eastern pair   113in 
 
The tops of the front posts were sawn to uniform level, nominally 7ft 6in above ground. 
The new lintels and strengthening rails are of softwood, 6in x 2in section.  
 
Roof bearers 12ft 1in long (centre line), over outside of uprights. 
 
New corrugated steel sheets were fitted.   
(After subtracting minimum overlap each sheet covered 24in.)  
 

S.3 Hedge 
Length from Gate Post to Coton Mill Shed 35m  ( 115ft ) 
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T GRANARY REBUILD 
 
T.1 Chimney 
The chimney is designed to stand 30ft 8in above the existing footings.  It is 4ft 6in square at the bottom, and 
2ft 10¼in square at the top.  
 
The chimney to be rebuilt as a double skin of engineering bricks, in Flemish bond.  At 13bin over mortar for 
a stretcher and a header, and courses 3¼in thick over mortar, 113 courses would be needed.   
 
With a 5% additional allowance, 4621 bricks would be needed.  This assumes the original  footings would be 
removed, and concrete foundations built to a modern standard. 
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U. HISTORICAL NOTES 
 
U.1 MILLERS AT WICKEN WINDMILL IN THE 19th & EARLY 20th CENTURIES 
 
John Martin 
According to local legend the windmill was built in 1813.  The site seems to have been a new one. 
 
A document of 1816 amongst the Wicken Church Papers preserved at the Cambridgeshire Record Office 
refers to John Martin as miller.  It is likely that Mr Martin had the mill built. 
 
John Martin put the mill up for sale in 1823:  a sale notice survives, found by Mr Peter Filby. 
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The How Family 
John How is shown as miller at Wicken Mill in Hunt's Account Book for 1838, and his name appears 
frequently in various records until his death in harness in 1864.   
 
Straightaway in November 1838 Hunt's were commissioned to carry out a significant amount of overhaul 
works on the mill, including work on the millstones, recogging the spur gear, and work on the fly tackle.   
New brushes were supplied for the wire machine, together with sheets of wire.  In December 1839 a cast iron 
worm was supplied, presumably further improvement to the winding gear. 
 
In 1847 Mr How was listed as miller and merchant in the Post Office Directory. 
 
He was also a farmer, and is listed in the 1851 census as Farmer of 100 acres employing 4 labourers and 
Miller with 3 labourers.  He was then aged 55, and is shown as having been born nearby at Witchford, Isle of 
Ely.  His wife Eliza (or Elizabeth) was also 55, and came from Soham.  They had 3 children:  a 22 year od 
daughter, also Eliza, an 18 year old son John F. How and a younger son Ebenezer then 16. 
 
By the time of the 1861 census John How was evidently farming 176 acres, and is given as living in Front 
Street, presumably the present High Street.  Evidently Ebenezer was taking on some of the milling duties, 
and was living at Mill Close with wife Caroline and young children Adelaide and William.  It is unclear 
where Mill Close was, though there were cottages west of the mill granary at one time. 
 
Following John How's death in 1864 the family left Wicken:  in the 1871 census John's widow and daughter 
Elizabeth are shown as living in Platt Street, Soham, with John F. who interestingly is shown as a 
journeyman millwright.   
 
Ebenezer How and his family moved to Fordham, and in 1871 he is shown as working as a journeyman 
miller.   He is still shown in the same career in 1881, and as miller's assistant in 1891, but in the 1901 census 
the family are shown as living at Windmill House, Isleham Road, and Ebenezer is shown as 'miller in flour 
mill'.  
 
 
The Barton Family 
Woollard Barton took on the mill in about 1891.  His main business was farming.  Eventually the milling 
operation passed to Woollard’s son, Wilfred. 
 
Hunt’s of Soham did considerable work on the mill in the period 1891 onwards.  It is thought that village 
carpenter and publican Fallal Simpkin of the Maids Head also worked on the mill. 
  
Miss Ruby Barton, daughter of Wilfred Barton the last miller of Wicken, died on 8th November 2005. 
 
Nigel Moon of Whissendine Mill remarked that, when he was at Soham Downfield Mill, Wilfred Barton 
visited with his grandson.  The old man insisted on climbing the mill and left £1, which as Nigel said was 
most of the donations that day.   
 
Other people were employed in the Barton milling and farming operation of course.  For example the mill 
had a bake house set up in the granary building.  According to Tony Day the last baker was Walter Broom, 
and Henry Bullman was apprenticed to him. 
 
Dick Burr, said to be 75 years old in 2006, was general handyman on the farm and then for Miss Ruby 
Barton until her death. 
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U.2 OTHER WINDMILLS IN THE VICINITY IN THE 19th CENTURY 
Mills annotated (A) are marked on the ‘original’ 6in to the mile OS map 
Mills annotated (B) are marked on the 1836 1in to the mile OS map. 
 
Wicken Parish 
Brick Works Mill  TL 561 707  (A) 
Pumping mill. 
 
Church Bank Mill TL 573 701  (B) 
On the New River.  Possibly the last of the 'real' Wicken pumping mills to survive (i.e. excluding Norman's 
Mill). 
  
High Fen Mill  TL 544 735  (A) 
Pumping mill 
 
Sedge Fen Drove Mill TL 559 708  (A) 
Pumping mill 
 
Spinney Bank Mill (East) TL 558 710  (A) 
This was an octagonal smock pumping mill.  The brick base still survives.  The mill site is now left high and 
dry above the arable fields of Spinney Abbey.   
1.3km from Wicken Corn Mill 
 
Spinney Bank Mill (West)  TL 552 708  (B) 
This was a sizeable 4-sided smock pumping mill, with common sails of about 50ft diameter.  It was owned 
by Spinney Abbey Farm, and was in good order into the 1930's.  There is now an engine pump on the site. 
 
The mill is not shown on the original 6in map, but a pumping engine house is shown.   
 
Upware Wind Mill TL 539 699  (B) 
By the Lode, and no doubt a pumping mill.  
 
(NB  Two annular sailed iron wind pumps were erected adjacent to the Monks Lode bridge around 1950.  
They were intended to pump water from the low-lying part of the field south of the Corn Mill into the Lode.  
It is understood they were necessary because the farmer was not allowed to culvert into the Internal Drainage 
Board low level drain system on the other side of the causeway which carries the Wicken to Burwell 
footpath.  Latterly this was allowed, and the by then non-functional wind pumps had been removed by 8th 
August 2004.) 
      
Burwell Parish 
At its closest point Burwell Parish comes within a third of a mile of Wicken Corn Windmill.  Many of the 
turf diggings worked from Wicken in the 19th century will have been across the parish boundary in Burwell. 
 
Burwell Fen Mill  TL 567 684  (A) 
Marked as ‘disused’ on the original 6in to the mile OS map 
 
Burwell Lode Mill (1) TL 553 693  (A) 

(2) TL 556 692  (A) 
Pumping Mills 
 
Busy Bee Mill  TL 592 676  (A) 
Corn Mill1 
 
Drainer’s Ditch Mill TL 561 685  (A) 
Pumping Mill 
 
                                                           
1 According to Mr G.C. Wilson of Over Windmill the Busy Bee Mill was so called because of its alternate yellow and 
black fantail blades, though by the end of its career the blades seem to have become plain white. 



Wicken Windmill    24 June 2014 

 8 

Fossil Mill  TL 595 702  (A) 
2.43km from Wicken Mill 
Marked as ‘disused’ on the original 6in to the mile OS map 
Presumably used in the coprolite industry:  was it a grinding mill or a pumper, or both? 
 
Harrison’s Drove, Adventurers’ Fen   (A) 
Two pumping mills, one at TL 556 695, the other at TL 554 696.  One was Norman’s Mill. 
 

According to ‘Wicken Fen Management’ Norman’s Mill belonged to William (Bill) Norman, 
farmer, turf cutter, sedge merchant and Wicken shopkeeper.  The mill drained 80 acres of turf pits.   
 
A pumper is known to have been on the site in 1886.  Hunts built a new skeleton smock mill on the 
site in 1908, using machinery from the old pump.  The new mill was weatherboarded in 1910, and 
was repaired several times before being abandoned in the 1940’s upon the cessation of peat digging. 
 
Norman’s Mill was rebuilt on its present site at TL 562 705 in 1956, near the site of the old Brick 
Works Mill, at the expense of Lord Fairhaven. 
 
Repairs were carried out by millwrights from Wicken Mill on 30th August 2006.  Part of the front of 
the cap was covered by sheet steel instead of weather boards, no doubt because the cross runs very 
close to the mill head.  This became damaged, when the sails ran backwards.  The steel sheet was 
replaced by aluminium sheet, screwed down very tight. 
 
 
The other mill was possibly Ower's Mill.  This was an unboarded 4-sided smock which belonged to 
Josiah Owers the Wicken village carpenter, and was sited at Lapwing. 
 

Newnham Windmills TL 592 676 and TL 593 678 (B) 
Presumably corn mills, at the north end of Burwell village. 
 
Stevens Mill  TL 591 664   (B) 
The preserved Burwell corn mill. 
 
Notes 

1.  The cap of Shade Mill was turned by hand on 26th August 2008 through about10°, by Robert   
Bramley of Haddenham, Mike Newland of Punnetts Town, and Dave Pearce. 

2. In addition to the above mills, there were other drainage mills close to Wicken, notably the 
Harriermere Mill at Barway with its approximately 83ft diameter common sails, and the similarly 
large but younger Soham Mere Mill. 
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3. U.3 WORKING WINDMILLS, 2001 
 

Corn Windmills 
This list was produced on 18 November 2001.  A mill was considered to be working if it still 
produced flour by wind power, even if only occasionally.  Mills out of action for repair were not 
included. 
 
1 Haddenham Cambridgeshire T * 
2 Over Cambridgeshire T  
3 Swaffham Prior Cambridgeshire T  
4 Wicken Cambridgeshire S As of October 7th 
5 Aythorpe Roding Essex P  
6 Mountnessing Essex P  
7 Stock Essex T  
8 Thaxted Essex T  
9 Cranbrook Kent S  
10 Sarre Kent S  
11 Alford Lincolnshire T  
12 Boston Lincolnshire T  
13 Burgh le Marsh Lincolnshire T  
14 Kirton Lindsey Lincolnshire T  
15 Sibsey Lincolnshire T  
16 Waltham Lincolnshire T  
17 Billingford Norfolk T  
18 Denver Norfolk T  
19 North Leverton Nottinghamshire T  
20 Sneinton Nottinghamshire T  
21 Pakenham Suffolk T  
22 Thelnetham Suffolk T  
23 Outwood Surrey P  
24 Clayton Sussex P  
25 High Salvington Sussex P  
26 Shipley Sussex S  
27 Stone Cross Sussex T  
28 Wilton Wiltshire T  
29 Skidby Yorkshire T  
 
There were 20 working tower mills, 5 working post mills and 4 working smock mills.  
 
By January 31st 2005 the following windmills could be added to the list:  Heage Mill (Derbyshire), 
Heckington Mill and Ellis's Mill (Lincolnshire), Fulwell (Tyne & Wear).  In Anglesey, 
Llanddeusant.   Stanton Post Mill in Suffolk is also worked. 
 
Willingham Mill in Cambridgeshire is complete, apart from the sails being only part shuttered.  
Drapers Mill, Herne Mill, Meopham Mill and Stelling Minnis Mill in Kent are complete.   Sibsey 
Mill was no longer workable by wind, but was working again in 2008.  Heapham Mill 
(Lincolnshire) had been restored to working condition, but was not worked.  By 2008 Heapham 
Mill’s sails had been removed.  *Haddenham Mill was no longer in grinding condition in 2008, it is 
doubtful if it had sufficient sail shutters to grind in 2001.. 
 
The small Bloxham Grove Post Mill was set to work grinding wholemeal in April 2008. 

 
These revisions bring the numbers of working mills to:   
 

24 working tower mills 
  7 working post mills 
  4 working smock mills 
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Pumping Windmills 
 
1 Wicken Fen Cambridgeshire S Worked occasionally 
2 Herringfleet Suffolk S Worked occasionally 
3 Chetney, Iwade, 

Kent 
Moved to Repps, 
Norfolk 

S Could be considered to be a 2 cant post 
smock mill.  The Chetney mill’s ‘cap’ 
and sails were refitted on 8th June 2008, 
after a previous failure which resulted 
from not all the keeps being fitted to 
the ’cap circle’. 

4 Thurne Norfolk T Set to pump in 2008, on a special, 
isolated water circuit. 

 
NB   The pumping mill at St Olave’s, Norfolk, was restored in 2006, only to be tail winded in the 
great storm of 18th January 2007.  The cap and sails hung precariously, nearly overbalancing from 
the top of the tower.  The situation was not retrieved after the storm, and eventually the cap and sails 
fell from the tower. 

 


