
Windmill Record Card generation process

.
Collator's Note.    This project began with fairly grandiose ideas but, as a result of much correspondence to and from 
Don, plus a gradual onset of indifference, ended up with a small, simple, double-sided card.
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Date Correspondents Summarised content Region or County Mill Name or Location
1 SECTION A Concept Development by Don Paterson

2 Dec 1977
Handbook 1. 'Recording the Evidence; the Archaeological Survey of Merseyside'. Written by 
B Sheppard B.A.(Cantab)  for Merseyside Archaeological Society An earlier procedure Don located as an example on which the windmill recording scheme could be based [but see later].

3 1976 Windmill Survey Record Form from Warwickshire Museum Service
4 31/3/88  Don Paterson's thoughts on the background reasons for recording windmill details. With a 1982 NWMG Form for a 'Preliminary Mill Survey'
5 28/2/89 Revision of the 'background reasons' after a year had passed.
6 nd First Thoughts on Windmill Recording requirements Suggested contents of what should go on a system with four sheets.

7 nd List of what would be recorded on Parts I to V Part I Site/Location. Part II Base/Body/Tower. Part III Prime Mover (eg Sails). Part IV Gear diagram. Part V Plant.
8 nd Data Sheet 1 from the SPAB Watermills Recording System. Modified into versions 1, 1a, 1b , 1c and with examples of filled in sheets
9 nd Data Sheet 2 from the SPAB Watermills Recording System. Modified into versions 2, 2a, 2b with examples of filled in sheets [and an aberrant example labelled “1a”]
10 nd Data Sheet 3 from the SPAB Watermills Recording System. Modified with thoughts on extra sections and diagrams it'd be useful to add.
11 nd Data Sheet 4 from the SPAB Watermills Recording System. Modified with thoughts on extra sections it'd be useful to add.

12 nd
Don's collected thoughts on how the Windmill Recording system should be constructed, with 
examples of the forms {version 1} Hand-written

13 nd
Don's collected thoughts on how the Windmill Recording system should be constructed, with 
examples of the forms {version 2} Hand-written with many revisions and amendments

14 nd
Don's collected thoughts on how the Windmill Recording system should be constructed, with 
examples of the forms {version 3} Typed-up Version 2.

15
16 SECTION B Circulation for comments
17 24/2/82 DP to David H Jones, 28 Western Road, Sutton Sets out his private checklist, with earlier version of this letter.
18 23/4/83 DP to Peter Dolman [see below] A neat discusion and draft of the forms as then conceived.
19 2/6/83 DP to Peter Dolman Rough draft of the revised forms.

20 15/11/83 DP to David H Jones[?]

Report that he 'd originally circulated the draft forms to Tony Bryan, Martin Watts, David Plunkett, & Peter Dolmen, and 
received comments from Tony and Martin. He'd incorporated these and was now re-circulating things. This letter had 
also been circulated to Peter Dolman, Derek Gregory, Vincent Pargeter, Ken Major, John Bedington, Graham Wilson 
and Paul Jarvis.

21 27/11/83 DP to Chris Hullcoop [Same subject as the letter above.]
22 13/2/89 DP to Tony -X- A list of amendments Don wished to be made to the forms: possibly as a result of further feedback.
23
24 SECTION C Comments [etc] that Don received
25 19/2/83 Response from David H Jones about Windmill Recording Forms Refers to some Notes by Gavin Bowie which we haven't got on file here.
26 6/9/83 Response from Martin Watts of Crowdy Mill, Harbertonford, Totnes, Devon His comments are partly based on the difficulty of getting worthwhile things to record when out in the field !
27 8/12/83 Response from Paul Jarvis of 16 Broadlands Crescent, New Romney, Kent Thinks the forms in Draft 2 do presume more technical knowledge than many users will possess.
28 11/12/83 Response from someone living in Ingatestone, Essex Critisises SPAB's past attitude to getting records, then offers thoughts on these forms.

29 25/12/83 Response from J Kenneth Major
Has examples of his own cards and thankyou letter, and an “awful warning” of how NOT to do it namely Anders 
Jespersen's system !

30 18/4/83 Example of Ken Major's system
31 1960 Anders Jespersen's TIMS 1960 paper on a watermill Survey system Ken Major thinks only someone with such a “Germanic” mind would be prepared to use this system.
32 31/12/83 Response from John -X- of 5 The Crescent, Bromsgrove Critical letter due to difficulty in reading Don's handwriting, and minor areas lack of clarity
33 7/3/89 Response from D. Kay Chiefly on making the recording system 'computer-compatible'.

34 7/6/90 Response from C.A.Pinchbeck
An example of his preferred recording system, as used for Pocklington's Tower Mill at Heckington, Kesteven – but he 
doesn't seem to record it is a TOWER mill  ! - TKG

35 Oct 1990 + Letter to NWMG Newsletter from David Plunkett
Says MRG already has a recording system for Watermills and wonders why Bruce Tappenden's should question the 
need for a nation-wide system for windmills.

36 21/11/94 Response from Niall Roberts
Comments on the history of mills' recording, and offers a one-page version due to be published in the Jan/1995 
SPAB/WIM/WAMS Newsletter

37 nd Unsourced Typed-out thoughts on systematic recording, possibly from the end of one of the articles listed above.



38 nd The Final Form and Guide-sheet, issued under the authority of the SPAB W&W Sect.
39
40 SECTION D MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, VAGUELY CONNECTED !
41 15/10/83 Notice from David H Jones, Hon Sec Mills Research Group Mills Research Conference on 15/10/1983, to he held in Luton.

42 23/7/97 Thoughts from Niall Roberts on the need for a Gazetteer of Windmill Sites in England Plans to send Don copies of covering document, detailed Site Tables and County Lists for NW, for his comments.
43 nd Table of parameters of mills in Merseyside. With lists of mills in Cheshire, Cumbria and Greater Manchester – names only
44 nd Form for recording Windmill parameters, drawn up by a Swede/Dane
45 nd Examples of Forms 1 – 4 in use
46 nd Sketches made at largely unidentified sites.
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