
Bothenhampton 
South Mills 
Location ST466924 
River: Asker, tributary of the Brit 
[Mill site now inside Bridport boundary] 
Present status: largely demolished by 1954 
 
‘13 July 1785: John Thompson Bull of Bursted in Essex, Esq. On his house, Millhouse and Offices all 
adjoining situated in Bothenhampton near Bridport in the county of Dorset (call’d South Mills) in the 
tenure of Robert Clapcott, Miller, £200. Water Mills and going gears therein £100. 
Balling Mill and stable adjoining near £100. House and Millhouse in one Building at Pimer [Pymore] in 
the county of Dorset, in the tenure of Samuel Gundry £150. 
Oil and grist mills with the going gears therein £300. All thatched.’ 
Sun Fire Insurance policy 507255, volume 331. 
Transcribed by H E S Simmons, Watermills of Dorset,  Science Museum Library, 28 
 
‘DORSET. TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION .. The Fee-Simple and Inheritance of and in all those Capital and 
Well-accustomed MILLS and PREMISES, commonly called the SOUTH MILLS, situate within the parish 
of Bothenhampton, adjoining the town of Bridport .. consisting of a neat newly-built dwelling house .. a 
flour mill three stories high, with a granary and other apartments capable of containing 50 loads of wheat, 
a commodious balling mill, barn, good stabling for 9 horses, waggon-houses, piggery, and other 
outbuildings, together with two or three gardens and about 15 [?] acres of .. meadow and arable .. now in 
the occupation of Mr Thomas Perham, the proprietor, who is about to decline business. 
The mills are in good custom, and in the dryest season abundantly supplied with water, and are, together 
with the other buildings, in an excellent state of repair, and, if required, might be converted for machinery 
at a trifling expence .. within a mile of the Harbour of Bridport where considerable quantities of corn and 
flour are constantly imported and exported ..’ 
Sherborne Mercury 10 May 1813 
 
‘To be let. The old established corn mills known as the ‘South Mills’, Bridport, for many years owned and 
carried on by the late Mr John Hounsell. The mill has been entirely fitted with new plant during the present 
year. For further particulars apply to J C and R H Palmer, The Old Brewery, Bridport, Dorset.’ 
The Miller 27 September 1897 
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