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Tadcaster Steam Mill

Around 1790 a mill was built on the East bank of the river below the bridge, opposite
the Old Crane Wharf. This was built as a cotton mill, and was run by a firm called
'Hartley and Atkinson'. It used steam power, rather than water-powered. Whilst being
built beside the river, there was no weir to provide a head of water to turn water
wheels. Coal for its boilers was brought from Garforth, at first by road, and later by
rail along the 'fly line', the old Aberford line.

The cotton milling soon failed, and the mill was converted to grinding corn, and was
run for some years by Joseph Groves. It remained steam powered.

Fig 1 1849 map showing the site of the Steam Mill

Fig 2 Steam Mill as shown on 1841 Tithe Map

At the time of the compilation of the 1841 Tithe Map, the mill site was owned by
executors of Richard Turfitt and rented y Joseph Groves.
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By 1850 the steam mill had closed down, and the building was being used as a
private residence by members of the Allenby family. It known as 'Cotton Mill House.'
In 1860 Robert, one of John Allenby's sons, built Allenby House, the house now
known as 'Beech Grove’ and the cotton mill was completely demolished. No trace of
it - even foundations- can be seen today.

The first attempt to sell the mill appeared in newspaper adverts in 1815.

Steam Corn Mill at Tadcaster

To be sold by auction

At the house of Mr. Tate, the Rose and Crown Inn in Tadcaster, in the County of the City of York, on
Monday the 3rd day of July, 1815, precisely at three o’clock in the afternoon, subject to conditions to be
then produced.

All that substantial brick building, three stories in height, in length 79 feet, and in breadth 36 feet, which
has, for a number of years, and still continues to be used as a corn mill, to great advantage; is worked
by an excellent steam engine of about 20 horse power upon Bolton and Watt’s principle, and contains
one pair of French Stones, one pair of Blue Stones and one pair of Grey Stones, two cylinders for the
dressing of flour, corn screen, and every useful machinery and fixture, with the steam engine and engine
house, boiler, and apparatus thereto belonging. Also two well built dwelling houses and outbuildings
adjoining the mill, over which a good and spacious granary 51 feet in length and the breadth 24 feet.

These premises are situate near to the bridge in Tadcaster, adjoin on the navigable River Wharfe, and
very desirable for the corn and flour trade, being in the centre of an agricultural country; might easily be
converted into a flax or cotton mill for which the mill was originally built, the building being spacious,
lofty, and well lighted, with the Town of Tadcaster sufficiently populous to furnish any number of work
people.

Further particulars may be had of Mr. Thomas Hartley, or at the office of Mr. Upton, Solicitor in
Tadcaster.

Another attempt to sell it took place in 1822 with this advert in the Leeds Mercury for
19th October 1822.

Steam Corn Mill at Tadcaster

To be sold by auction by Mr Cameron, at the house of Mr. Backhouse, the White Horse Inn in
Tadcaster, in the County of the City of York, on Monday the fourth day of November, 1822, precisely at
three o’clock in the afternoon, subject to conditions to be then produced.

All that substantial brick building, three stories in height, in length seventy nine feet, and in breadth thirty
six feet, which has, for a number of years, and still continues to be used as a corn mill; is worked by an
excellent steam engine of about twenty horse power upon Bolton and Watt’s principle, and contains one
pair of French Stones, one pair of Blue Stones and one pair of Grey Stones, two cylinders for the
dressing of flour, corn screen, and every useful machinery and fixture, with the steam engine and engine
house, boiler, and apparatus thereto belonging.

Also two well built dwelling houses and outbuildings adjoining the mill, over which a good and spacious
granary fifty five feet in length and in breadth twenty four feet.

These premises are situate near to the bridge in Tadcaster, adjoin on the navigable River Wharfe, and
very desirable for the corn and flour trade, being in the centre of an agricultural country or might easily
be converted into a flax or cotton mill for which the mill was originally built, the building being spacious,
lofty, and well lighted, andthe Town of Tadcaster sufficiently populous to furnish any number of work
people.

Further particulars may be had at the office of Mr. Upton, or Mr. Baillie, Solicitor in Tadcaster.


