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Correspondence 
No.

Type of Letter (e.g. 
Handwritten, Typed…) Date From To Description/Contents of Correspondence Comments

1 Typed N/A Robert Sharp Peter Dolman (?) A letter stating that a small part of the 'Wailes Collection' will soon be available.

2 Typed 29/01/1989
Miss E.P. Cockburn (Phyllis Cockburn 

from now on)
Peter Dolman

A letter in which Phyllis Cockburn explains the origins of her and Ken Masters' 
research on Whitmore & Binyon and that she would like to collaborate with 

Peter on a potential future publication.

3 Handwritten 22/01/1990 Phyllis Cockburn Peter Dolman

Phyllis Cockburn explains the mis-understanding between herself and Peter 
over a meeting that was due to take place but never did, and suggests that 

Peter contact her to arrange a meeting. She also mentions a visit she had from 
a New Zealand 'Whitmore' who provided her with information on a mill 

exported to Christchurch.

4 Handwritten 24/01/1990 Roger Packham Peter Dolman
Roger Packham discussing Peter's proposed visit to Deben Mill in Wickham 

Market on April 22nd.

5 Typed 30/10/1992 Phyllis Cockburn Peter Dolman

This is essentially a covering letter from Cockburn, describing what she has put 
into her preliminary notes for the publication and she lists (no. 1-8) of what she 

has attached to the letter. Most of the material listed can be found in Peter's 
Whitmore & Binyon collection.

6 Handwritten 03/11/1992 Peter Dolman Phyllis Cockburn

A reply letter to Cockburn's dated 30th October. Peter explains that he has not 
had much time on his hands, but he has added to Cockburn's notes via 

research from old trade journals and 'The Miller'. He also emphasises that it is 
important to get Ken Masters on board with the project. Peter then sets out 

his imagined 'sections' of the future publication before expressing a wish for all 
thee of them to meet up in the near future.

7 Handwritten 11/11/1992 Phyllis Cockburn Peter Dolman

A follow-up letter from Cockburn to Dolman's letter of 3rd November. 
Cockburn mainly explains how Ken Masters had gone 'into retirement', and 

that he has not been in contact with her for a while. She also suggests that she 
makes a financial contribution to the publication.

8 Handwritten 13/04/1993 S. R. Cauthery Peter Dolman

Cauthery writes to notify Dolman of the enclosure of his subscription 
(presumably to Suffolk Mills Group) and recalls some of the Whitmore & 

Binyon history of the sister company of the one he works for (Turner Grain, 
Ipswich).

9 Handwritten 13/04/1993 T. E. Evans Peter Dolman

A letter from Evans that also includes a Whitmore & Sons advertisement. Evans 
also suggests that Dolman search the record office for the firms certificates, 

notes of shares and shareholders and other such information, and that he also 
perhaps looks at Kew. 

10 Typed 17/04/1993 Paul Jarvis Peter Dolman
Information from Paul Jarvis on the Lower Buckland Flour Mill at Dover and the 

Whitmore & Binyon installed Roller Plant there. He also lists some of the 
history of the mill.

11 Handwritten 18/04/1993 Phyllis Cockburn Peter Dolman

Cockburn mentions in this letter about Gwen Dyke's local records and some 
Whitmore & Binyon material. She also expresses sadness over the loss of Great 

Bardfield, but is glad that they have apparently been able to contact Ken 
Masters.

12 Handwritten 18/04/1993 David (no surname) Peter Dolman

A letter from a person called David, who explains to Peter how he managed to 
rescue some Whitmore & Binyon material from family members which he then 
passed onto Gwen Dyke. He also records some of the history of Mr. Brandock 

and mentions William Whitmore.

13 Word-processed 12/05/1993 Tim Martin Peter Dolman
A letter from Tim Martin that also includes two photographs of a Whitmore & 

Binyon oat crusher at Polegate windmill. He lists the details of the 
photographs, machinery and the various references.

14 Handwritten 16/09/1993 Gareth Hughes Peter Dolman
A letter enclosing Gareth Hughes' subscription to Suffolk Mills Group and he 

provides information about the 'Hind and Lund' firm. 

15 Typed 10/01/1994 Gareth Hughes Peter Dolman

Another letter from Gareth Hughes, wondering if Peter was still interested in 
the link between Hind and Lund, and Whitmore & Binyon. He then goes on to 

provide specific information about Gayton Mill, Wirral, Merseyside - in 
particular about the milling machinery.

16 Word-processed 21/07/1994 Peter Dolman Phyllis Cockburn
A few notes from Dolman explaining the references to 'Whitmores' that he 

found in the Simmons notes on watermills.

17 Handwritten 17/05/1995 Ron Harris Peter Dolman
Letter in which Harris explains and wishes to obtain information about a 

windmill that was originally in Suffolk (possibly owned by W. D. Wood), but was 
then moved to his then present living place in Christchurch, New Zealand.

18 Handwritten 01/08/1995 Ron Harris Peter Dolman

Another letter from Ron Harris, with this one building on the first by explaining 
how W. D. Wood purchased only the machinery for the unamed mill, and the 

machinery came from Whitmore & Binyon. It also elaborates on how the 
machinery and mill was brought out to New Zealand.

19 Handwritten 13/08/1995 Mark Blackburn Peter Dolman
Blackburn thanking Dolman for the information he gave, and asking if Peter 

could photocopy snippets of information about Rattlesden mills, and copy his 
disk of Harold Hitchcock's reminiscences.

20 Word-processed 18/12/1995 Mark Blackburn Peter Dolman

A letter in which Blackburn thanks Dolman for his help on Blackburn's local 
history project and where he states that he paid visits to the remains of some 

Whitmore & Binyon Mills. He also elaborates on the Smock Mill remains at 
Occold, and that he came across information on the Winson family.

21 Typed 06/05/1997 Phyllis Cockburn Peter Dolman

This letter essentially forms the covering letter to the preliminary draft of 
notes/research that Cockburn and Dolman combined together (which will 

appear in Peter's notes). Cockburn explains how the red type is Peter's 
contribution where as Phyllis' is black type. Cockburn imagines how the 

sections in the future publication will be planned out, and she asks Peter in the 
letter if Melanie (Peter's wife) could re-do the Whitmore & Binyon family tree. 
She concludes by reasoning that one final letter should be sent to Ken Masters 

to try and persuade him to come out of 'retirement' and contribute to the 
project. 

22 Word-processed 06/10/1997 Peter Dolman Phyllis Cockburn

This is a letter in which Peter notifies Phyllis Cockburn that Melanie has begun 
to type her draft up in his new computer, and also gives some information of 
the funding of the future book publication by mentioning Bob Malster and his 
company plus the financial details. Peter concludes by stating that he will try 

and contact Ken Masters once again to try and get his material on board.

23 Handwritten 19/10/1997 Phyllis Cockburn Peter Dolman
A reply letter to Dolman's letter dated 6th October. Cockburn states that she 
would be prepared to advance £2000 towards the publication and that her 

Local History Society would not be interested in donating money.

24 Word-processed 19/10/1997 Gerald Bayliss Peter Dolman
A letter in which the Essex Mills Group has agreed to put £500 worth of 

funding towards Peter and Phyllis' Whitmore & Binyon publication project.

25 Word-processed 23/10/1997 William Hogg Peter Dolman

Minutes from a meeting between William Hogg and Peter Dolman on the 22nd 
October 1997. The main elements of the meeting are the history of Whitmore 

& Binyon, the various families involved, and other subjects such as mill engines, 
milling machinery, restoration and the location of various Whitmore & Binyon 

Mills.

26 Handwritten 02/09/1998 Jon Sass Peter Dolman

Sass thanks Peter for the clear copy of the 1875 Whitmore & Binyon catalogue, 
and wonders what hapopened to Rex Wailes' collection of original drawings. 
Sass then goes on to ask about the success of the work that has gone on at 

Stanton, and whether the milling machinery and material was well suited. Sass 
also thanks Peter for another article that he gave him and explains some of the 

work he has carried out on a particular mill.
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27 Handwritten 20/04/1999 James D. Hogg Peter Dolman

Hogg firstly apologises to Peter for his lack of response to Peter's letter from 
two years previously - and explains that could not find the indentures that he 
had promised to send to Peter at first, but that he managed to find it in the 

end and enclosed a copy of it with his letter (to be found in Peter's 
notes/material). He also mentions that Peter may know a fellow called Ron 

Roper who lived in Luton and provided some information on Stotfold flour mill. 

28 Handwritten 22/03/2000 J. Austin Peter Dolman

This is mainly a letter of information by J. Austin in which he lists some of the 
history of Nelson Windmill in New Zealand. Austin seems to think that the mill 

body was made in New Zealand while the mill machinery was imported, 
presumably from the United Kingdom. Austin seems to think that it took 

fourteen months to build, assemble and test the mill from 1st January 1853, 
and he encloses some photographs (to be found in notes/photographs of 

Whitmore & Binyon) of the mill.

29 Handwritten 30/08/2000 J. Austin Peter Dolman

Austin re-inforces his belief that components for the mill were bought from the 
UK. He also states that the photograph that he enclosed previously is not as 
accurate as first thought, as it is a photograph of a sketch, plus he encloses 

another photograph which is enlarged. Austin also encloses copies data sheets 
of Hassell's tower mill and provides some information on Wood's Mill in 

Christchurch.
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