
SPAB Wind and Watermill Section – 1987 Tour of Mills in Dorset 
 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday: tours organised and led by Andrew Bisiker 
Sunday: tour organised and led by Alan Stoyel 
 
Thursday 3rd September 1987 
   
15.00 Depart, Dorset College of Agriculture 
 
15.30 Arrive:  White Mill, Shapwick, Sturminster Marshall  

(by kind permission of The National Trust) 
  
 Grid Ref: 958006 River Stour  
 

Situated alongside the very famous single lane bridge, the three—storey mill is of red 
brick and slate and contains the earliest wooden gear in the county. 
 
The machinery is nearly all wood. The waterwheels, now gone, drove two pairs of 
stones side by side, and the wheel pits are silted up. However, some of the broken wheel 
shaft remains inside the wooden pit wheels. Most of the gearing is of the compass arm 
type and there are wooden stone nuts. The ratio from the great spur wheel to the nuts is 
17:72.  
 
The wooden crown wheel is of the compass arm type and is interest in that it is face 
driven, driving cast iron spur pinion knuckle teeth. The mill ceased working in 1944, 
and has a date of 1776. 
 
Upstairs there is an interesting millstone, in situ, of about two feet in diameter and on 
entering the mill, note the wooden work bench with wooden vice. The mill is under 
restoration by the National Trust volunteers. 

 
16.30 Depart 
 
17.00 Arrive: Athelhampton house Pump Site 
 (by kind permission of Lady J. Cooke) 
   
 Grid Ref: 772 943  Part of River Piddle or Trent 
 

In 1903 a proposed pumping set was drawn up by Lotte & Walne of Dorchester for A.C. 
Lafontaine Esq. The 7ft x 2ft breast shot wheel drove a Vertical three—cylinder ram 
pump with a 2 inch bore by 3 inch stroke supplying water for the fountain end domestic 
water supply. The original wheel had six round wrought iron arms cast in the bosses 
with flattened outer ends bolted to the cast iron shrouds. All that remained were a few 
sections of a 39 inch spur gear and a few remains of buckets were found when the wheel
 pit was excavated. The chain drive was probably replaced by a spur gear drive as 
there were no gears proposed in the original drawing. 
 
Recently a new wheel 7’6” x 2’ has been installed, driving a circular saw. A replica, iron 
spur wheel was cast by Messrs. Grove Ironworks, Bridport. 
 
A Cream Tea is provided. 



 
17. 20 Depart   
 
17.30 Arrive: Manor Farm Wheel, Milborne St. Andrew  
 (by kind permission of Mr C. J. Hooper) 
 

Grid Ref: 803 968  Tributary of Piddle or Milton stream 
 

Now derelict, a 14’ x 3’ High Breast wheel with louvre guide vanes after the control 
hatch. Possibly a late example of an improved Winter and Hossey wheel as the central 
hub is solid on its back face unlike the cracked examples of other Hossey wheels, eg. 
Forston, and Milton Abbas at Hewish Farm. 
 
There is a ring drive by Lotte & Walne, Dorchester, driving a pinion through two stages 
of spur gearing into the adjacent barn where a flat pulley drove the various farm 
machines - chaff Cutters, Crusher and Kibbler and once a Threshing Machine. 
 
Inside the barn are magnificent timbers supporting the barn frame. There is a fine 
example of a Burrell threshing machine on entry to the farm.  

 
Hewish Farm Wheel (time permitting) 

 (by kind permission of Mr & Mrs M. J. Coleman) 
 

There were several mills on this site. The present one, a large farm wheel 2l’ x 4’2” iron, 
by Hossey of Dordhester, again with a ring gear drive by Lotte & Walne of Dorcehster. 
The pinion is driven internally and once drove some 175’ of shafting to a neighbouring 
barn. 
 
The drive, part excavated, no longer is complete although evidence remains and, in the 
barn, bearings remain in Situ which originally drove farm machinery and latterly drove a 
large D.C. generator, This, however, went 20 years ago. 
 
Presently, it is being restored to drive another generator for house heating. 
 
Note the “Hossey” flanges which are cracked in several places. 

 
17.45 Depart 
 
17.48 Arrive: Roke Farm Wheel 
 (by kind permission of Mr G. W. Ireland) 
   
 Grid Ref: 835 960  Bere Stream tributary of Piddle or Trent 
 

This mill ceased work in 1947, when the mill stones were removed, and has been 
derelict until November 1983 when restoration started. The mill has been used for 1 ½ 
years to produce crushed animal feels and more recently flour on a plate mill. The 
farmhouse, together with mill and barn etc., were all thatched originally. Most have now 
been replaced with slate. The fine barn with central gable is worth noting, together with 
a very early lead pump in the farmhouse opposite the mill. 
 
The 16’6” x 49” Low breast wheel is all iron with a ring gear drive and was probably 



undershot until the water supply was decreased, then the level was raised to give more 
power and the buckets were “curved”. 

 
The ring gear drive is by Lotte & Walne of Dorchester and the pinion is badly worn — 
so much so that one tooth has been replaced with two chisels  
 
The 6’ single casting spur wheel has 168 wooden cogs meshing into a recently cast 
pinion using an old pattern from Lotte & Walne and cast by Messrs Grove Ironworks, 
Bridport. The machinery is belt driven and the mill can drive two Crushers plus Plate 
Mill, drill, grindstone and sack hoist. 

 
17.45 Depart 
 
18.15  Arrive Dorset College 
 
19.00  Evening Meal 
 
20.00  Depart by coach for Dorchester Museum 
 
 
FRIDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 
 
8.45     Depart, Dorset College 
 
9.15 Arrive: Mill House, Owermoigne, Cider Farm 
 (by kind permission of Mr J. Whatmoor) 
 
 Grid Ref: 773 871  Tributary of Frome 
 

The original mill has been gutted of its machinery and the building has been converted 
into flats. There is, however, a fine display of cider-making machinery and a 
magnificent wooden cider press with wooden screw. 
 
There is an excellent range of ciders and cider-associated products on sale. 

 
9.40 Depart 
 
10.15 Arrive:_Trigon Farm Wheel 

(by kind permission of Mr. G.P. Sturdy) 
 

Grid Ref: 835 885 River Piddle or Trent 
 

Probably the ‘highlight’ of the tour, as a fine example of late Victorian engineering. The 
installation was set about by the owner’s grandfather in 1836 and comprises a high 
breast shot waterwheel l4’ x 6’1” made by Hossey of Dorchester and a ring gear by Lotte 
& Walne. This drives internally to a close fitting pinion coupled to approximately 100 
yards of 2 ¼” shafting which passes underground, in its own brick tunnel, where the 
drive is taken by helical gears to another line shaft, passing beneath the barn to large flat 
pulleys where it once drove a saw mill and DC generator, and until 1968 a vacuum 
pump. 
 



The drive is coupled to a three-ball governor which in turn is coupled to the control 
hatch of the wheel. This drive passes down the tunnel, then by worm drive to a double 
rack and pinion sluice gate. One set of racks controls the hatch - the other set alters the 
level at which the water enters the wheel using a guide plate. 
 
The water wheel was turning in early 1984. Unfortunately the wheel has jammed, 
probably due to the arms working loose. There are also ornamental balconies 
overlooking a lovely curved weir and a small lock gate still exists. 

 
11.15 Depart 
 
11.55 Arrive:  Tarrant Rawston Pump  
 (by kind permission of Mr Collins) 
 
 Grid Ref:941 066 River Tarrant. 
 

A small iron pumping wheel 10 x l’9” made from farm machinery, it has been working 
regularly since 1929. The wheel drives a  twin piston Godwin pump through modern 
“vee” belts. The pump supplies water for the farm. Both pump and wheel are in an 
attractive brick 
and slate building with a weir alongside. 

 
12.10 Depart 
  
12.30 Arrive: Smith Merriott Estate Pump, Blandford Weir  

(by kind permission of Mr. R. Cooper & Messrs. Hall & Woodhouse Brewery)  
 

Grid Ref: 866 061   River Stour 
 

This was complete, but out of use, in 1940 and the~ wheel is dated 1871 by Eastons of 
Erith, It was an unusual undershot wheel some 5’6” x 3’l0” made of iron and had 15” 
shrouds with only 16 buckets curved to a radius of 16”.  
 
 
The pump was installed in 1871 to replace a hand—driven well Pump, operated by two 
men. The pump delivered water through a 4’ pipe to a reservoir of 250,000 gallons about 
2,000 yards away. This supplied water to the estate, 
 
The original house was demolished after a fire in 1951 and the present building is partly 
on the site of the original.  
 
The pumps were spur gear driven to a crankshaft, to a three—throw trunk type pump of 
4 bore by a 9” stroke.  

 
13.30 Depart 
 
13.45 Arrive;  Pegg’s Mill, Iwerne Minster   
 (by kind permission of Mr. E.J. Ilooper) 
   
 Grid Ref: 852 154 Fontmell Brook 
 



A small two-storey red brick mill housing an enclosed overshot water wheel approx. 12’ 
in diameter, all iron. This drives two Crushers through line shafting and belting. The 
mill is in regular use for animal feed for the farm. There is also an old generator which 
used to supply electricity for the farm. 
 
The mill derives its name from Robert le Pegg who, in 1516/17 was granted a 
“messuage, mill and land in Iwerne Minster”.  

  
14.30 Depart 
  
14.40 Arrive: Fontmell Magna {time permitting) 
 (by kind permission of Mr. A. Paine)  
 

Grid Ref: 866 171  Fontmell Brook 
 

On an old mill site, one of eight in this village, a home-made hybrid wheel which can run 
low breast shot and high breast shot. The wheel 11’ x 3’ approx. used to supply 
electricity for the owner’s father, driving an assortment of modern and home-made gears 
and pulleys. The wheel turns regularly and will be restored in the coming months. 

 
14.55 Depart 
 
15.15 Arrive: Cann Mill  (plus Tea) 

(by kind permission of Mr. N.R. Stoate & Sons, Millers)  
 

Grid Ref: 872 208  River Sturkel 
 

The Stoate family have been millers since 1832 when they ran their first mill in Watchet, 
Somerset. The present mill dates back to Domesday although the actual site could have 
been Raggs Mill immediately in front of the road bridge. The mill burned down in 1954. 
It was then a provender mill and a modern concrete shell was built around the remains of 
the mill. 
 
The water wheel is 10’ 6” x 5’4” iron by Maggs & Hindley of Bourton and is overshot. 
The wheel drives a single pair of stones through belting round_the pit wheel. The 
wallower and spur wheel are no longer used and this is disconnected following the teeth 
stripping. The wheel also drives a crusher, mixer and sifter through other line shafts. 
 
There is an interesting pair of portable stones for export on a round hurst frame by 
Tasker & Sons of Andover. There is a vertical Blackstone mill and roller mill.  
 
Note the novel way to cool the stones! A new water wheel shaft was fitted by Armfields 
of Ringwood in 1950. 

 
 
16.10 Arrive: Melbury Abbas Mill 

(by kind permission of Mr J. Gibe) 
 

Grid Ref: 878 207 
 

The mill has recently been restored over the last few years and used for animal 



foodstuffs. Recently some flour has been produced. 
 
The water wheel is by Maggs & Hindley of Bourton and is overshot all iron 11’ x 5’6” 
with large cast flanges. This wheel was refurbished by Mr. H. Ford of Somdor 
Engineering of Gillingham, Dorset. Re-cogging was carried out by a local craftsman. 
 
The gearing and hurst frame is by Armfield of Ringwood. There is a working cider 
crusher and many old exhibits from the past, ranging from old cars and motor cycles to 
kitchen implements. 

 
17.05 Depart 
 
18.25 Arrive: Dorset College  
 
 
SATURDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 
 

Depart:  Dorset College 
 
9.05 Arrive:  Upwey Mill  
 (by kind permission of Mr. N. Day) 
  
 
 Grid Ref: 663 851 River Wey  
 

TG 1802— Date stone-on mill 
  

A very impressive three-storey stone and slate building. Contains a very large water 
wheel some 22’ x 9’ overshot and breast shot with wrought iron sole plates and three sets 
of 12 channel steel arms replacing earlier wood arms, and an Armfield axle with 12 flats 
secured by wooden wedges. 
 
The end bearing is self-jacking and the axle end is replaceable, being bolted to the main 
wheel shaft. 
 
The pit wheel iron is 11’ across and the great spur wheel has wooden arms. This has 217 
cogs meshing to a stone nut iron with 26 teeth. The great spur wheel takes two men one 
week to re-cog. 
 
The main shaft has two crown wheels for auxiliary drives.  
 
There is evidence that the mill had five pairs of stones - now only two are usable.  There 
was a second generator wheel after the bypass. This was undershot and provided the first 
electricity in Upwey. All that remains is a stone pillar and bearing housing. 
There is an interesting wooden auger on the stone floor.  At present, the mill is being 
restored to full commercial production. 

 
10.05  Depart 
 
10.35  Arrive: Winterbourne Steepleton Corn Mill & Pump Wheel 

(by kind permission of Mr. & Mrs. Gardner)  



 
Grid Ref: 628 899 River Winterbourne 

 
A small corn mill with derelict iron wheel by H. G. Martin of Dorchester 8’ x 6’ with a 
7” square cast iron shaft and early gearing inside, especially the great spur wheel. The 
stone floor has been converted for living accommodation. Little machinery remains. The 
pumping wheel is of the same diameter but only 1’6” wide. It is interesting in that the 
bucket supports are not bolted to the buckets, relying on tie rods to hold the rims and 
buckets in compression. It drove two ram pumps with two cranks either side of the 
wheel. This used to supply the village with water using a large header tank. 
Unfortunately, the water supply is lost at present. 

 
11.15 Depart 
 
11.30 Arrive: Bradford Peverell Pump 
 (by kind permission of hrs. J. Tutte) 
 
 Grid Ref: 650 932 River Frome 
 

This is the only example of a turbine driven pump in Dorset and the owner is interested 
in a possible restoration. The pump is chain driven from a vertical mounted turbine. It 
ceased work when replaced by a diesel pump as the village expanded. The pumps were 
installed by Green & Cater of Winchester. 

 
12.00 Depart 
 
12.05 Lunch at The Bull Inn, Stratton 
 
13.05 Depart 
 
13.10 Arrive;  Grimstone Mill 

(by kind permission of Devenish Brewery Ltd) 
 

Grid Ref: 639 944  Sydling Water tributary of Frome  
 

The mill had been burned out and rebuilt in 1926 and was once part of the Royal 
Yeoman Inn. It now stands separate with the leat passing under the road in a new culvert. 
 
The water wheel is iron and a Winter & Hossey wheel measuring 8’ x 5’6” overshot, 
developing 12 h.p. There is no great spur wheel and nut, instead a crown wheel and 
pinion drive a countershaft and the drive is taken upwards by belt to a layshaft and a pair 
of bevels drive the stones.  
 
There is also a crusher and sack hoist drive. A stone crane is mounted on the iron hurst 
frame. The mill was used regularly until l975 when the miller died. 

 
14.00 Depart 
 
14.30 Arrive: Frampton_Court Estate Pump 
 (by kind permission of Mr. R. Smith) 
  



 Grid Ref: 626 946 Part of River Frome 
 

The present Frampton Court and farm were once supplied with water from this unusual 
pump. The brick housing is 8’ below ground level. There is an overshot iron water wheel 
6 x 1’10” with two sets of four arms connected to a crank disc on the main shaft and 
drives a connecting rod to a horizontal beam pump, from which two single—acting 
bucket pumps were driven. The brass pump barrels have a bore of 3 ½”  and a stroke of 
5 ¾ ”. This can be varied by selecting positions on the crank disc. Each pump has an 
unusual spherical air vessel. The wheel has had new bearings made up but the pump is 
not yet connected, although freed. 

 
14.40 Depart 
  
14.55 Arrive; Maiden Newton Mill  
 (by kind permission of Mr. S. Hollier) 
 

Grid Ref: 596 977 River Frome 
 

Once a double mill with two undershot wheels, each driving a pair of Stories. Then a 
larger wheel, some 15’ x 12’ was added at the far end of the building developing approx. 
29 h.p.; and run high breast shot. Probably a Hossey wheel. There is evidence of cross 
ties, and there are three sets of 6 arms. 
 
The mill was in use until a few years ago as a carpet factory and electrical power was 
generated. Now it is an engineering works but they hope to generate electricity, sadly, 
using a turbine. 

 
15.20 Depart 

 
15.27 Arrive: Toller Fratrum Farm Wheel. 
 (by kind permission of Mr. J. Yeates) 
 

Grid Ref: 578 973 Tributary of River Hooke 
 

The largest surviving wheel in Dorset and I think the most interesting. The wheel, by 
Sprake of Bridport, has a 7” square shaft and was installed in 1832. It is 26’2” x 2’2 ¼” 
iron and sunk in a pit to ground level. 
 
The mill is up a hillside and the water supply came from Wynford Wood, some 1 ½ 
miles away, with a drop of only 50 feet. 
 
There is an interesting cast iron launder supported on two pillars suspended above the 
road just down from the mill. 
 
There used to be a large mill pond where the large barn is and there is still a sluice in the 
wall showing the outlet of the pond for the wheel. 
 
The wheel is ornately decorated on the shrouds and spoke fixing. The round wrought 
iron arms are not only held by half clamps but also screwed at each end for tensioning 
purposes. 
 



The wheel required five full buckets to start, then it would drive millstones, chaff cutter, 
knibbler and other farm machinery. It ceased working in 1945-50, when the water 
supply was lost. It is certainly the best preserved wheel in Dorset. 
  

16.27 Depart 
   

16.55 Arrive:  Godmanstone Mill  
(by kind permission of Mr. R Best) 

 
Grid ref: 669 973 . River Cerne 

 
The mill is now a house conversion but retaining most machinery. 
 
There is an interesting undershot wheel, iron with wooden floats, some15’ x 3’, on a 15” 
wooden axle. There is a pit wheel and wallower upstairs. A pair of millstones remain 
and the crown wheel has non-radial teeth. 

 
17.30 Depart 
 
17.35 Arrive: Forston Farm Wheel  

(by kind permission of Mr. A. Goddard) 
 

Grid Ref: 666 956 River Cerne 
 

The water wheel, 16’ x 5’6”, is all iron by Hossey of Dorchester with a ring gear drive 
by Lotte &Walne. Note the central wheel flanges reinforced with steel straps holding the 
castings. This wheel is said to have produced 15 h.p. and there were times when it could 
not be stopped when the river was in flood, years ago. 
 
The wheel drives into the adjoining shed where there is a dog clutch, where the drive 
was disconnected to drive various pulleys to, drive a circular saw and water pump and 
other farm machinery. The drive could then be connected to drive along the length of the 
barn for a milling unit, millstones, cleaner crusher, etc. This long drive twisted off, 
under load and was abandoned. Part of it can be seen alongside the shed. The wheel is 
serviceable but needs 18 buckets and repair to the sole plate. 

 
18.15 Depart 
 
18.30 Arrive: Dorset College 
 
19.30 Evening Meal 
 

EVENING LECTURE: THE CASTLETOWN WATERWHEEL, SHERBORNE 
BY MR. G.C. BENDALL 

 
 
SUNDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 
  
8.45 Depart:  Dorset College 
  
9.45 Arrive:  Castleton Pumping Station, Sherborne 
   



Grid Ref: ST 646 169 
 

The waterwheel. and pumps for Sherborne’s water were supplied by Stothert & Pitt of Bath and 
they started operating in 1869 in this stone building. The pumps remained in use until about 
1960 and were scrapped about 10 years later. They consisted of 3 rams, each of 6 ½” bore and 
22” stroke, driven off a layshaft from a large ring gear on the waterwheel. The wheel was 
replaced in 1898 by the present one, which is one of the largest in Dorset. It is 26’ in diameter by 
approx. 3’9” wide and it is fed by water at three different levels. The pumping station is being 
maintained and restored by an enthusiastic group who intend to have the waterwheel turning for 
our visit. 

  
10.15 Depart 
 
11.00 Arrive:  Fiddleford Mill, Sturminster Newton 
 

Grid Ref: ST 80l 136 River Stour 
 
This is a particularly ancient mill site on the River Stour and it is the next downstream from 
Sturminster Newton Mill. The Mill is at the North end of a fine group of buildings, although the 
name of Fiddleford Mill is also applied to the building at the south end, with its celebrated 14th 
century roof, and this causes some confusion. The mill has been out of use since 1981 and is 
deteriorating, but Brian Young, the last miller, will be with us on this visit. In 1907 the old breast 
wheel and machinery was replaced by a horizontal Armfield turbine with belt drives to the two 
pairs of stones - one pair of compositions and one pair of Peaks. Of particular interest is the large 
inscribed stone on the outside of the mill which is dated 1566. 

  
11.20 Depart 
 
11.30 Arrive: Sturminster Newton Mill  

 
Grid Ref: ST 782 135 

 
An attractive mill in regular use, this will be working for us by courtesy of Brian Young, who 
has been milling here for the last six years producing flour and animal feed. This is a pair of mills 
of some antiquity which used to have two waterwheels between the buildings. Part of the 
southern mill may date from the 16th century and it is thought that the site of an even earlier mill 
lies just upstream of this, where an ancient conglomerate millstone was dug up recently. 

19.30 Evening Meal 
 

EVENING LECTURE: THE CASTLETOWN WATERWHEEL, SHERBORNE 
BY MR. G.C. BENDALL 

 
 
SUNDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 
  
8.45 Depart:  Dorset College 
  
9.45 Arrive:  Castleton Pumping Station, Sherborne 
   

Grid Ref: ST 646 169 
 

The waterwheel. and pumps for Sherborne’s water were supplied by Stothert & Pitt of Bath and 
they started operating in 1869 in this stone building. The pumps remained in use until about 
1960 and were scrapped about 10 years later. They consisted of 3 rams, each of 6 ½” bore and 
22” stroke, driven off a layshaft from a large ring gear on the waterwheel. The wheel was 
replaced in 1898 by the present one, which is one of the largest in Dorset. It is 26’ in diameter by 



approx. 3’9” wide and it is fed by water at three different levels. The pumping station is being 
maintained and restored by an enthusiastic group who intend to have the waterwheel turning for 
our visit. 

  
10.15 Depart 
 
11.00 Arrive:  Fiddleford Mill, Sturminster Newton 
 

Grid Ref: ST 80l 136 River Stour 
 
This is a particularly ancient mill site on the River Stour and it is the next downstream from 
Sturminster Newton Mill. The Mill is at the North end of a fine group of buildings, although the 
name of Fiddleford Mill is also applied to the building at the south end, with its celebrated 14th 
century roof, and this causes some confusion. The mill has been out of use since 1981 and is 
deteriorating, but Brian Young, the last miller, will be with us on this visit. In 1907 the old breast 
wheel and machinery was replaced by a horizontal Armfield turbine with belt drives to the two 
pairs of stones - one pair of compositions and one pair of Peaks. Of particular interest is the large 
inscribed stone on the outside of the mill which is dated 1566. 

  
11.20 Depart 
 
11.31 Arrive: Sturminster Newton Mill  

 
Grid Ref: ST 782 135 

 
An attractive mill in regular use, this will be working for us by courtesy of Brian Young, who 
has been milling here for the last six years producing flour and animal feed. This is a pair of mills 
of some antiquity which used to have two waterwheels between the buildings. Part of the 
southern mill may date from the 16th century and it is thought that the site of an even earlier mill 
lies just upstream of this, where an ancient conglomerate millstone was dug up recently. 

19.30 Evening Meal 
 

EVENING LECTURE: THE CASTLETOWN WATERWHEEL, SHERBORNE 
BY MR. G.C. BENDALL 

 
 
SUNDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 
  
8.45 Depart:  Dorset College 
  
9.45 Arrive:  Castleton Pumping Station, Sherborne 
   

Grid Ref: ST 646 169 
 

The waterwheel. and pumps for Sherborne’s water were supplied by Stothert & Pitt of Bath and 
they started operating in 1869 in this stone building. The pumps remained in use until about 
1960 and were scrapped about 10 years later. They consisted of 3 rams, each of 6 ½” bore and 
22” stroke, driven off a layshaft from a large ring gear on the waterwheel. The wheel was 
replaced in 1898 by the present one, which is one of the largest in Dorset. It is 26’ in diameter by 
approx. 3’9” wide and it is fed by water at three different levels. The pumping station is being 
maintained and restored by an enthusiastic group who intend to have the waterwheel turning for 
our visit. 

  
10.15 Depart 
 
11.00 Arrive:  Fiddleford Mill, Sturminster Newton 



 
Grid Ref: ST 80l 136 River Stour 
 
This is a particularly ancient mill site on the River Stour and it is the next downstream from 
Sturminster Newton Mill. The Mill is at the North end of a fine group of buildings, although the 
name of Fiddleford Mill is also applied to the building at the south end, with its celebrated 14th 
century roof, and this causes some confusion. The mill has been out of use since 1981 and is 
deteriorating, but Brian Young, the last miller, will be with us on this visit. In 1907 the old breast 
wheel and machinery was replaced by a horizontal Armfield turbine with belt drives to the two 
pairs of stones - one pair of compositions and one pair of Peaks. Of particular interest is the large 
inscribed stone on the outside of the mill which is dated 1566. 

  
11.20 Depart 
 
11.32 Arrive: Sturminster Newton Mill  

 
Grid Ref: ST 782 135 

 
An attractive mill in regular use, this will be working for us by courtesy of Brian Young, who 
has been milling here for the last six years producing flour and animal feed. This is a pair of mills 
of some antiquity which used to have two waterwheels between the buildings. Part of the 
southern mill may date from the 16th century and it is thought that the site of an even earlier mill 
lies just upstream of this, where an ancient conglomerate millstone was dug up recently. 
 
The mills were remodelled in 1904 when the waterwheels were replaced by an Armfield “British 
Empire” turbine of 24 h.p., running at about 50 r.p.m. with a massive belt drive. At present there 
is only a single pair of Peak stones in use, together with a roller and other equipment in the 
southern mill. The hammer mills which replaced the millstones in the brick-built, 18th century 
northern mill in 1947 are still in place but no longer used. Of note are the flood level marks near 
the main door of the mills. 

 
12.10 Depart 
 
Return to Dorchester College 
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