
Francis Haveron 
 

 Francis Haveron, who died on 19th August 2000, was a founder member of the Surrey 
Industrial History Group. Having, as a lecturer at the Guildford Technical College, in 1974 
arranged an exhibition of students’ industrial archaeology projects, it was proposed that he 
should collaborate in arranging series of adult lectures on IA subjects at the University of 
Surrey. This he did, and for the next twenty years, from his extensive knowledge of IA and its 
personalities, engaged the speakers and carried out all the associated administrative work. 
 
 The enthusiasm shown by the public for these early lectures inspired the setting-up of 
the Industrial Archaeology Committee of the Surrey Archaeological Society. In 1979 this 
became the Surrey Industrial History Group of the Society, with its own membership. Francis 
Haveron became the Secretary of the Group, as he had been of the earlier committee. 
 
 One of Haveron’s main aims was to publish guides to the IA sites in each of the 
eleven districts of the administrative county of Surrey, and this was achieved with great 
success. He was general editor for the series and author of two of the individual guides. After 
Haveron retired as organiser of the IA lecture series in 1994, it continued in other hands, and 
the 2004-2005 series will be the 29th. 
 
 Haveron played a key role in the formation of the South East Region Industrial 
Archaeology Conference (SERIAC) which first met at the University of Surrey in 1983 and 
has continued to meet annually ever since. He proposed an annual award for outstanding 
conservation projects in the county, and this began with the presentation of a commemorative 
plaque in 1983 and has continued to be awarded to the present day. He was also a keen 
photographer and film-maker, and recorded several aspects of now lost industries in Surrey. 
 
 The Surrey Industrial History Group owes a great deal to the initiative and enthusiasm 
of Francis Haveron, particularly in the early years. 
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