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The Tadcaster Windmill

The 1611 map makes no reference to a windmill on the east side of the river, but it
does show a post mill at Toulston

Fig 1 Windmill at Toulston from 1611 map

The 1767 Jeffrey’s map shows a windmill in position. It shows no other mills in the
area.

Fig 2 Extract from Jeffrey’s map 1767
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Philippa Brooksbank’s lived at Healaugh Manor, a short distance from the site of the
windmill. In her diary for 1795 she says “Nov(ember) took a walk to see a windmill
building”

1796 January “21st walked with Husband and chrn (children) to see the windmill”

1796 February “ The Windmill built”

In 1797 Lord Egremont had a survey of his estate carried out. There are references
to a piece of land called Windmill Field. It has an entry relating to Richard Allenby as
follows which includes reference to a “detached a circular windmill of stone”

Richard Allenby. Tenant

Rent £122 – 0 -0

On lease for 23 years from Lady Day 1783

The Buildings consist of a very old messuage, brick and tiled, a stable under the
same roof, stone and tiled - a large water corn mill (undershot), three floors of brick
and tile, with five pair of stones, an oil mill in a separate building of stone and tile -
another building brick and tiled, being drying kilns, with a granary, ill conditioned and
in want of considerable repair. Also a cottage in two tenements, stone and tile - also
detached a circular windmill of stone.

The contents and yearly value of the land are as follows-

A R P £ s d
The mills, house, buildings, yard with 0 2 2 worth yearly 120 0 0

orchard with the windmill
Mill, Mill Close, part of Windmill Field 10 0 0 meadows 40 20 0 0

and Mill Green
Ings 6 0 0 meadows 40 12 0 0

===================
16 2 2 152 0 0

These premises are let to Richard Allenby for 30 years from Lady Day 1798 at the
rent of £122 0 0 for the first 8 years and £180 0 0 – a year afterwards

Also

A R P £ s d
Windmill Field (late Vickers) 3 0 0 6 0 0
Windmill Field (late Daniel) 3 0 0 6 0 0

===================
6 0 0 12 0 0

These premises are let to Richard Allenby from Lady Day 1798. from year to year at
the rent of £12 0 0

Fig 3 Entry for Richard Allenby from 1797 survey

The Petworth Archives of Lord Egremont include a drawing “A North Prospect of the
Town and of River Wharf[e] as taken from the Windmill. By Robert Freer “ reference
PHA3385 This drawing is supposed to be about 1800.
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Fig 4 Extract of A North Prospect of the Town and of River Wharf[e] as taken from the Windmill. By
Robert Freer

This shows the water mill, Mill House and the weir prior to rebuilding. The weir
appears to be mostly timber and is marked as being breached in 3 places.

It also shows a windmill which is not circular or stone.

The 1841 Tithe Map shows Windmill Field (occupied by John Allenby) but without a
structure that could be a windmill.

Assumption

A Post mill was constructed some time between 1611 and 1667. The drawing dated
1800 is actually a few years earlier, prior to 1795. A new stone tower windmill was
built in 1795/6, which was recorded in the survey of 1797.

The water mill was rebuilt and refurbished rendering the windmill redundant. The mill
was dismantled some time prior to 1841.


