
Blackmore Vale – mills on tributaries of the River Stour, Dorset 

The Divelish, the Lydden and he Caundle Brook 

These rivers run northwards through the western part of the Blackmore Vale. The Divelish is six miles 

long and rises at Ibberton, under the Dorset Downs, a chalk escarpment which includes Bulbarrow 

Hill. It is a tributary of the River Lydden, 15 miles in length, which has its source under the Downs 

near Buckland Newton. The Caundle Brook is the Lyddden’s main tributary and rises near Lyon’s 

Gate. It is 13.4 miles long. John Chaffey, writing in 2007, describes the Caundle as ‘a shy little 

stream, in common with the Lydden, and hides itself away in the broad pastures of .. Blackmore 

Vale..’1 

The Lydden meets the Stour just below King’s Mill Bridge and their waters then flow south east to 

the English Channel.  

 

This was Thomas Hardy’s ‘Vale of the Little Dairies’. 2 Some of the farms were surprisingly small – 

of 50 acres and less. Others were larger –Stoke Wake Farm was 450 acres in 1861. 3 Dairy farming 

was evident from nineteenth-century census returns and many farm sales included dairy utensils and 

in one or two cases cheese-making equipment. The soils were largely of clay.  

 

The slow streams flowing through the vale powered small mills, most probably established in the 

medieval era to serve local communities. Grain milling seems to have been their role. No fulling or 

other types of textile mills are known here, nor edge-tool works. Scythes and reaphooks were 

imported from elsewhere.  Nor were there any tanneries – although in an auction of oak trees at Stoke 

Wake in 1835, the sale notice mentions a ‘Tan House Orchard’. 4 The bark mill at the yard may have 

been worked by oxen.  

 

Mills at Fifehead Neville, Hazelbury and Bishop’s Caundle survived well into the nineteenth century 

but only the mill at Hazelbury Bryan worked into the twentieth century as a grain mill; Fifehead Mill 

worked a circular saw. Both mills by then employed turbines.  

 

Boywood Farm appears to have employed a waterwheel and Manor Farm at Stourton Caundle had a 

water-powered pump. Dyer’s Farm, Holnest (ST 659093), may have had waterpower, but map 

evidence requires confirmation. North Wootton Farm, near Sherborne (ST655146), is another 

candidate for water power. Quite a number of farms employed horse gear to power their equipment, 

and by the twentieth century were using oil engines to work their corn mills and winnowing machines.  
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1 John Chaffey, Dorset Life, January 2005 

2 From Hardy’s ‘Tess of the d’Urbervilles’ 

3 Stoke Wake census, 1861 

4 Dorset County Chronicle 5 February 1835 p 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 



River Divelish 

 

Rolls Mill, Sturminster Newton 

ST 776134 

 

The late-eighteenth-century Rolls Mill Bridge, Listed Grade II, carries the A357 over the Divelish, but 

the watermill has long gone. Rolls Mill is now a merely a place name. The mill, mill-house, stable and 

gardens existed in the mid-eighteenth century, when the property formed part of the Rivers estates. 1  

It was for auction in 1820 when occupied by Thomas Swayne. The estate included a water grist mill, 

an orchard, a cottage, dwelling house and garden and these were held by lease under Lord Rivers. 2 

Incidentally, General Augustus Pitt Rivers, the noted archaeologist, inherited a 32,000 acre estate 

which included parishes in Cranborne Chase but also Sturminster Newton and Ibberton in Blackmore 

Vale, in 1880, on condition he changed his name to Pitt Rivers. 3 

 

1 DoHC - D/PIT/T593 

2 Sherborne Mercury 22 May 1820 

3 Mark Bowden, Pitt Rivers: The life and archaeological work of Lieutenant-General Augustus Henry 

Lane Fox Pitt Rivers, Journal of Field Archaeology, 1991, 21, Cambridge University, 249-251 

 

Little Mill, Lydlinch 
ST 7706 1211 

 

A small building, annotated ‘Little Mill’ on the first edition 25-in Ordnance Survey map, existed on 

the right bank of the Divelish, just north of Salkeld Bridge and close to the parish boundary with 

Sturminster Newton. Any leat or watercourse had gone by the late nineteenth century and the site 

lacks any history. The building, together with its name, has vanished from the modern map. However 

a postcard pre-dating 1906 shows a thatched cottage, half hidden by a tree, close to the Divelish, 

entitled ‘Little Mill, Plumber’ – Plumber being a district of Lydlinch parish. 1 

  

1 Mills Archive image - WPAC-WAT-00331 

 

Fifehead Mill, Fifehead Neville 
ST 7719 1105 

 

Fifehead Mill was still an active grain mill in 1901. It was sited by Dark Lane, just a little to the east 

of the village and was on the left bank of the river, which was enlarged in width close to the mill to 

provide a millpond in effect. 1 The mill may still exist – a small single-storey building with an atttic, a 

relic of an eighteenth-century mill. 2 It was for sale in 1818 as part of an estate at Frome St Quentin. 3 

In 1860 Armfields installed a turbine to drive a single pair of 3ft 10in stones in 1860. 4 Joseph 

Lawrence was miller in 1851 and by 1871 William Lawrence was established here, helped by his son 

Sidney in 1881, who later left to become a police constable in Cornwall. 5 

Later a turbine was used to drive a dynamo, a lathe and a circular saw. 6 In 1950 the mill dam burst 

and the building ceased work - was the mill dam restored? 7 

 

1 Ordnance Survey map, 25-in, of 1901 

2 Photograph of mill by Rex Wailes, Mills Archive ---; Dorset County Planning Officer 1952 

3 Sherborne Mercury 18 May 1818 

4 Addison and Wailes, transcribed by H E S Simmons, Watermills of Dorset, 136 

5 Fifehead Neville census, 1851, 1871 and 1881 

6 Addison and Wailes, transcribed by H E S Simmons, Watermills of Dorset, 136 

7 Dorset County Planning Officer 1952 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mill at Ibberton 
Location not known 

 

Mill Lane, near Marsh Farm, links Blackland  and Marsh Lane. There is no other evidence for a mill 

but presumably there was a mill hereabouts at one time. The Divelish appears to rise at St Eustace’s 

Well, near the church, also dedicated to the saint. 

 

River Lydden 
 

Hazelbury Mill, Hazelbury Bryan 
ST 7314 0978 

 

The mill, sited to the north west of the village, was rebuilt in brick, stone and tile in 1817. 1 It was 

shown as a working ‘corn mill’ [ie grain mill] on the 1886-1887 Ordnance Survey 25-in map, on the 

right bank of the river, near a group of other buildings. William Webber was miller in 1851. He ran 

the mill with his brother John, 56, and nephew William Osmond, 20. His niece kept house. 2 

In 1891 Charles Marsh, a local dealer, was charged with assaulting Gilbert House, the Hazelbury 

miller. He pleaded guilty and the matter was settled out of court. 3 House, then 46, was also farming. 

He lived with his wife and three daughters and Absalon Lush, his mill labourer. 4 

Richard Rose was miller in the years before the First World War. 5 

By 1949 the mill dam had breached 6 and there was virtually no water to power the turbine that had 

been installed. The dam appears to have been repaired, as the turbine was said to be workable in 1962; 

several photographs of the mill survive, taken by Joseph Addison in 1963, showing the millpond full 

and water flowing out by the overflow. 7 

By 1956 the mill was no longer represented on the Ordnance maps and instead the nearby Lyddon 

House featured.  

 

1 Dorset County Planning Officer 1952 

2 Hazelbury Bryan census, 1851 

3 Western Gazette 30 October 1891 p 3 

4 Hazelbury Bryan census, 1891, RG12 1632 f 88 p 23 

5 Hazelbury census 1911; Kelly’s Directory 1915 

6 Western Gazette 6 May 1949 p 8 – report on an otter hunt 

7 Photographs by Joseph Addison, Mills Archive web site, AA043780-AA043786, dated 1963; and 

one by Arthur Lowe 

 

Boywood Farm, Mappowder 
ST 7350 0795 ~ possibly 

 

In 1896 Henry Cross senior decided to sell his stock and implements at the farm and these included an 

elevator and horse-gear thrashing machine, a 6hp portable engine by Brown & May, a thrashing 

machine by Clayton & Shuttleworth and an iron waterwheel 10ft 3in in diameter by 4ft 4in, together 

with shafting and dairy utensils. 1 A small tributary of the Lydden runs by the farm entrance. It is 

possible this drove this waterwheel which then powered equipment via long-drive transmission to a 

farm barn.  

 

Old Boywood Farm, to the north, in Hazelbury Bryan parish, (ST 736094), looks to have potential for 

waterpower: the Ordnance Survey 25-in map for 1887 shows a dog-leg pond by farm buildings. Tony 

Yoward, who was a mill reseacher from Hampshire, listed it as a corn mill, but no source was named 

and I have found no evidence to confirm this site to date. 2 

 

1 Western Chronicle 20 March 1896 p 1 

2 Old Boywood Farm Mill. Corn Mill. Mills Archive ID 497. Listing by Tony Yoward 



 

 

Stoke Mill, Stoke Wake 
ST 745066 or ST 745065 

 

In 1798 the mill was owned by Thomas Riel and occupied by miller Henry Fry. 1 It appeared on the 

early 1811 Ordnance Survey map but was not shown on the 1888 25-in map. 2 Photographs taken by 

Rex Wailes in 1966 purport to show the remains of the wheelpit. One photograph shows what maybe 

a brick-lined wheelpit in a field; two others show a mill sluice structure among trees. 3 There was no 

miller in the parish by 1841. 4 

 

1 DoHC - Land Tax [Mills Archive] 

2 Notes by Derek Stidder 

3 Rex Wailes images at the Mills Archive - AAO42532-34 

4 Stoke Wake census returns for 1841, 1851 and 1861. 

 

Beaulieu Wood Mill, Buckland Newton 
ST 7062 0652~ possibly 

 

It was known as Bewly Wood Mills in the late seventeenth and most of the eighteenth century when 

members of the Dunning family were involved with the property. For sale by auction in April 1789, it 

was described as ‘.. all that Water-Grist Mill, Mill House, Garden and two orchards thereto 

belonging, containing two acres, called Bewley Wood Mill, situated in the parish of Buckland 

Newton. The orchard is well stocked with choice fruit trees and made last year nearly 20 hogsheads 

of cider. The stream is well supplied and scarcely ever fails in the driest of seasons.’ 

Did it survive into the nineteenth century? Its later history and its exact location are unknown. A 

Grade II detached and thatched four-bedroom house, known as Beaulieu Wood Mill survives today 

with 5.6 acres. – possibly the original mill house. The River Lydden runs along the northern edge of 

the property. 3 

 

1 DoHC – D-627/T/1 – 16 deeds from 1689-1797 

2 Sherborne Mercury 6 April 1789 

3 Symonds & Sampson sale details, Half Moon Street, Sherborne [2019] 

 

Duntish Mill, Buckland Newton 

ST 6930 0600 

 

The Lydden is embanked to form a mill pond here. Duntish was a ‘corn’ or grain mill in 1901. 1 The 

Holland family were millers from at least 1867 to 1915 or so; William John Holland died on 5 May 

1897. 
2 Duntish Mill was for sale in October 1919; it had until then formed part of the Castle Hill Estate of 

Buckland Newton and Glanville Wootton 3 The eighteenth-century single-storey stone-built mill-

house survives but the water mill has been demolished. 4 

 

1 Ordnance Survey 25-in map, Dorset XXII.7 of 1902  

2 Buckland Newton census returns; trade directories; Western Gazette 14 May 1897 p 7 

3 DoHC - D-HDS/SP/1919/22 

4 British History Online - https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/dorset/vol3/pp48-54 

 

 

Caundle Brook 

 

Manor Farm, Stourton Caundle 
ST 714149 

 



On a tributary of the Caundle Brook. The stream flows from the west to a sluice by a wheelhouse. The 

farm is at the west end of the village. 1 An auction was held in 1918 for dead and live stock and barn 

machinery including a winnower, but no mention - in a long sale notice - was made of the water-

powered pump installed here. 2 

 

 

1 Ordnance Survey 25-in map 

2 Western Gazette 29 November 1918 p 1; Derek Stidder’s research 

 

Rowden Mill, Stourton Caundle 
ST 712135 

 

Just inside the parish, in its south-eastern corner, on the Caundle Brook, so this is very possibly an 

ancient site. By 1886 there was no evidence of a leat and no obvious mill building, although the 

original course of the brook ran to the right of its present route, along the parish boundary. 1 In 1730 

the property was recorded as Rowden Mills and Rowden Mills Tenement, suggesting there were two 

waterwheels here.2 A sale of land at Rowden Mill occured in 1829. 3 Rowden Mill Farm, clearly where 

the mill once stood, on the left bank of the brook, was included in a sale of the Stourton Caundle and 

Purse Caundle estates in 1911. 4 

 

1 Ordnance Survey 25-in map, Sheet XII.8, of 1887 

2 Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre 383/811 of 1730 

3 DoHC - D/PEN/T/23 

4 Historic England Archive – 1585-Est01-SC00136 

 

Caundle Mill, Bishop’s Caundle 
ST 691121 

 

The mill site is to the south west of the village, near the listed medieval Cornford Bridge, and on the  

left bank of the Caundle Brook, the mill race having two overflow sluices. It was shown on the 1903 

Ordnance Survey map, although the map does not define its function.  

Joseph Knight milled here from at least 1841, with his father George. George had been born at 

Fiddleford; Joseph in Birmingham. By 1851 George had retired and Joseph, now 36, ran the mill. He 

had several offspring and in 1861, now 44, was assisted by his son George, 18. In 1871 his sons 

Clement and William worked the mill with him. 1 Joseph died at the mill in February 1882, aged 66. 2 

James Collins Knight, 36, was miller in 1891, but by 1901 he was a widower and working as a groom 

at a tramway depot at Portslade-by-Sea, Sussex, living with four sons and a widowed housekeeper. 3 

The enumerator listed the site as Old Mill in 1901 and it was inhabited by a single woman, ‘living on 

own means’. 4 

By 1927 the leat ran as far as the first overflow and the mill buildings had been demolished. 5 

No earlier history of the site has been found, but the mill almost certainly served the parish from the 

medieval era, when it belonged to the Bishop of Salisbury. Windmill Hill, (ST 719108), 88m above 

sea level, indicates that grain was not solely ground by water in earlier centuries. 6 

 

1 Bishop’s Caundle census returns – 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871 

2 Death of Joseph Collins Knight – Western Gazette 10 February 1882 p 1 col 1 

3 Bishop’s Caundle census return 1891; Portslade-by-Sea census return 1901 

4 Bishop’s Caundle census return 1901 

5 Ordnance Survey Map Dorset, 25-in - sheet XII.11 of 1928 

6 Richard Crumblehome, Dorset Windmills web site 

 

Mill at Osehill, Glanvilles Wootton 
ST 673090 or ST 673091 

 



In 1651 at Wootton Glanville [the name was reversed in 1985] reference was made to the Manor of 

Osehill, excepting a water mill, two backsides, Millhams and Broadmead Close. A further reference 

to a mill in the parish was made in 1680 along with ten messuages, four cottages and land. 1 

A footpath from Round Chimneys Farm towards Osehill Green crosses the Caundle Brook and at this 

point a sluice is shown on the Ordnance Survey 25-in map for 1902. This is the probable mill site. 

 

1 DoHC – D-220/T/12 and T/31  

 

 


