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Mountsorrel Mill was probably one of three standing on the River Soar which were mentioned in 
the Domesday Book.  It was originally part of the Beaumanor Estate and the earliest authentic 
records date from 31st March 1595 when John Lee Snr of Mountsorrel surrendered three water 
mills and two fulling mills (fulling is the thickening of wool), to a William Stocks of Beaumanor.  On 
23rd November 1597 John Lee Snr surrendered the mills, Lord of the Manor of Beaumanor.  
Records dated 1599, 1627 and 1733 all show the Herricke estate as being owner of the mill. 

A more recent mill situated on the Loughborough Road, was built in 17651.  It was sold, along 
with the mill house, six cottages and a fishery by William Herricke, to Richard Everard, a baker of 
Leicester, for £2,000 on 2st July 1842.  We know that Richard Everard was mortgaged firstly to 
Thomas Paget on 24th June 1843 for £2,000 which sum was increased by a further £500 on 16th 
March 1850 and later to Thomas Tertius Paget2 of Humberstone on 17th February 1866 for £4,500. 

The mill was powered by two 12½ feet diameter undershot water wheels, one of iron and one of 
wood that drove six pairs of stones, four pairs of French stones and two pairs of Peak stones.  It 
was used to grind corn for the local farmers and supplied flour and meal to the local bakers.  An 
act was passed in 1860 which allowed consignments of not less than 5 hundredweight of corn, 
flour and coal for the Midland Railway to be hauled by the Mountsorrel Granite Company over 
their private line to their junction at Barrow.  Trucks were placed for loading and unloading at a 
charge of 8d per ton plus the ordinary rate.  In addition a horse and dray left the mill every morning 
taking small consignments to Sileby and Rothley railway stations   The River Soar was also used 
as a means of transporting goods to and from the mill.  A steam engine was introduced in 1900. 

The Richard Everard mentioned above was the third son and possibly only surviving child of 
George Everard (1771-1846) and his wife Ann née Meariman (1769-1825).  George was born in 
Thurlaston, Leicestershire and was a baker in Thornton Lane, Leicester (1826) and St Nicholas 
Street, Leicester (1832 and 1841).  Richard was born in 1802 in Leicester being baptised at St 
Martin’s. Leicester on 21st October 1802.  By 1826 he was a baker in Welford Road, Leicester 
where he remained until 1842.  He bought, as mentioned above the mill at Mountsorrel on 21st 
July 1842 where he lived until (we believe) 1869 when Edwin Gosling (1841-1902) became the 
miller (from 8th March 1869) and it would seem that he operated the mill until August 1873.  The 
mill was bought from Richard Everard on 2nd May 1871 by Edwin Gosling  for £4,500.  The first 
volume of the accounts for 1869-1912 have Edwin’s name in the frontispiece and this volume 
runs from March 1869 until August 1873.  Edwin Gosling then sold the mill on 23rd December 
1874 to John Sleath Smith for £4375.  A mortgage was at this time still held by Richard Everard 
to Thomas Paget for £2,000 (the original 1843 mortgage); by Edward Gosling to Tomas Tertius 
Paget for £3,000 and by Messrs Malin and Billson for £1,050 being £4,375 in total.   

Richard Everard is listed in the 1851 and 1861 censuses as a miller in Mountsorrel and in 1861, 
he stated that he employed 5 men.  Sometime after 1869, he moved to Rothley and by 1871 he 
was living at Aylestone, Leicester but still describing himself as a Master Miller.   His son George 
Smith Everard was the miller at Aylestone Mill from at least 1861.  He died at Newtown Burgoland, 
Leicestershire on 8th October 1878.  His will was “proved at Leicester by John Goodman of 
Ratcliffe on the Wreake in the said county Miller”.  His personal estate was less than £2,000. 

                                                           
1 This date is given as 1775 in some sources but as can be seen in the photograph taken during demolition of the mill which can be 
seen on page 18, this date is 1765. 
2 Thomas Tertius Paget (1807-1892) was the son of Thomas Paget (1778-1862) and the grandson of Thomas Paget (1732-1814).  
This Thomas Paget was the founder with John Pares of Pares Bank in Leicester. 



NOTES ON MOUNTSORREL MILL 

 

2 

The executors of John Sleath Smith’s estate put the mill up for sale by auction in July 1912 but it 
appears that the mill was not sold and that John Sleath Smith’s son, Walter Adam Smith continued 
operating the mill until sometime during the First World War when the mill was partially demolished 
with timber beams and some of the internal equipment being removed for use in the war effort.  
What happened in the period between 1914 and 1948 when the mill was sold to Mr R.E.Cooper 
whose family still live in Mill House is, at this stage, unknown. 

In summary, the mill was occupied by: 

Up to 1842 Timothy Hives 

1842-1865 Richard Everard 

1865-1874 Edwin Gosling although Richard Everard probably still owned the Mill until 1871 
although it was heavily mortgaged.  It is also possible that John Sleath Smith took 
occupation in 1872, certainly he was in occupation before the sale in May 1874. 

1874-1912 John Sleath Smith 

 

Later years after the mill ceased to operate in about 1914. 

Walter Adam Smith (1867-1948), the son of John Sleath Smith, and a miller working at the Mill 
until his father’s death in 1912, continued to live at the Mill House in what is now 20 Loughborough 
Road and died there on 24th February 1948.  In 1936, next door at number 14 Loughborough 
Road, Mr Reginald. E. Cooper opened the ‘Morris and Belvoir Laundries Ltd’ with Mr Tom Bettany.  
Prior to this Mr Cooper owned a Laundry in Cyprus Road in Leicester called the ‘Morriss Laundry’ 
and Mr Bettany owned another laundry nearby on Belvoir Drive called the ‘Belvoir Laundry’.  Mr 
Cooper acquired the site and the laundries were merged to form the ‘Morris and Belvoir Laundries 
Ltd’ mentioned by William Pepper below.  Later Mr Cooper bought out Mr Bettany to own the 
business outright.  In 1948 Mr Cooper also acquired the Mill, Mill house, cottages and outbuildings 
to enable him to extend the laundry.  Although he now owned the mill it was effectively a shell 
because sometime during the Second World War the mill was partially dismantled with its timber 
beams and the internal equipment being removed for use in the war effort. Once Mr Cooper 
owned the Mill site he moved from number 14 to live at the Mill House. The laundry operated until 
1960 when Mr. Cooper started up in the Boat business. The mill was finally demolished, also in 
1960, to make way for a slipway and a weir which was built by the Trent River Board in 1963 to 
help alleviate flooding. 

 

The following is taken from the Autobiography of William Pepper Junior in 1956 born 1869. 

The flour mill (mentioned above), and now taken over by the Morris & Belvoir Laundry had flood-
gates which used to regulate the water in the River Soar. The mill was built in 1775 (now known 
to be 1765) and was owned by Mr. J. S. Smith, who was a magistrate and a big member of the 
Quorn Baptist Chapel. 

The mill did a tremendous trade all round the country. The flour all had to be delivered by three 
horses and a wagon at all hours, day and night.  
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The mill was demolished in 1960 but Mill House where Walter Adam Smith lived and died is still 
in existence.  This is probably the house in which both Richard Everard and John Sleath Smith 
lived although the address has changed name from Main Road, Main Street, Leicester Road and 
is now Loughborough Road. 

 

Timothy Hives (1776-1842) although I have found no record of his death 

There are several mentions of Timothy Hives born about 1776 and married Harriett Calecott on 
23rd June 1833 at Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire: 

1826 Electoral Register – Miller Syston. 

1830 Electoral Register – Miller Mountsorrel (note that spelt Ives). 

1832 Electoral Register – Miller Mountsorrel; Living at The Water Mill as occupier of house and 
land. 

1841 Electoral Register – Miller Mountsorrel; Living at the water Mill as occupier of Mill and land 

1841 Census – Timothy Hives born about 1781, Miller, Mountsorrel living with his wife Harriett 
but no children. 

It is believed that he died in 1842 but no record could be found. 

 

Richard Everard (1802-1878) 

Richard Everard was born in Leicester and baptised at St Martin’s on 21st October 1802, the third 
son and possibly only surviving child of George Everard (1771-1846), a baker and his wife Ann 
née Meariman.  Entries for Richard Everard in Electoral Registers and Censuses are given below: 

1826 Electoral Register – Baker, Welford Road, Leicester (At this time, his father George was a 
baker in Thornton Lane, Leicester and his brother Jonathan was a baker in London. 

1827 Trade Directory – Baker and Shopkleeper, Welford Road, Leicester 

1832 Electoral Register – Baker, Welford Road, Leicester (His father George had now moved to 
St Nicholas’ Street). 

1841 Electoral Register – Welford Road, South fields, Leicester, Land as occupier. 

1841 Census – Baker, Welford Road, Leicester. 

1847 Electoral Register – Miller, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire. 

1851 Census – Miller, Main Street, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire. 

1857 Electoral Register – Miller, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire. 

1859 Electoral Register – Miller, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire (Non-resident Freeman of Leicester). 

1861 Census – Master Miller employing 5 men, Leicester Road, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire. 
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1865 Electoral Register – Mountsorrel, Leicestershire. 

1867 Electoral Register – Aylestone, Leicestershire. 

1870 Electoral Register – High Cross Street, Leicester and Aylestone, Leicestershire. 

1871 Census – Master Miller, Aylestone, Leicestershire. 

8th October 1878 – Died at Newtown Burgoland, Leicestershire. 

 

 

Edwin Gosling (1841-1902) 

Edwin Gosling was born in Sonning Berkshire in 1841  

1871 Census – Miller employing 7 men and 1 boy, Main Street, East Side, Mountsorrel, 
Leicestershire. 

He was living on investments by the time of the 1881 census in East Budleigh, Devon. 

 

John Sleath Smith (1833-1912) 

John Sleath Smith was born at New Snenton (is this now called Sneinton?), Nottinghamshire on 
23rd April 1833, the eldest son of Adam Smith (1806-1847) and Sarah née Sleath (1808-1893).  
Adam Smith was the Baptist pastor of Quorn from 1834 to 1843. 

1841 and 1851 Census – no record found. 

1861 Census – Corn Miller, Main Street, Quorn, Leicestershire – was he possibly working at the 
mill in Mountsorrel. 

1871 Census – Corn Factor, Leicester Road, Quorn, Leicestershire – was he working at the mill 
in Mountsorrel. 

1881 Census – Miller, Employing 5 men, Main Street, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire. 

1891 Census – Corn Miller, Main Street, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire (his son Walter Adam is 
described as Miller’s Son). 

1901 Census - Corn Miller, Employer, Main Street, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire (His son Walter 
Adam is described as Miller, Worker). 

1911 Census – Corn Miller, Employer, The Mill, Mountsorrel, Leicestershire (His son Walter Adam 
is described as Miller’s Assistant). 

John Sleath Smith’s elder sister Elizabeth Katherine Sleath Smith born in about 1831 at Snenton, 
Nottinghamshire married George Everard born about 1837 in Leicester, the only surviving son of 
Richard Everard (1806-1878) and his second wife Mary (1803-1846) née Stafford, the previous 
miller of the Mountsorrel Mill.  He was a miller at Aylestone (1861); Little Bowden, 
Northamtonshire (1871); Aylestone, Leicestershire (1881) and was a Corn Merchant in Kettering 
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in 1891.  He died in Northampton on 4th February 1895.  He was known as George Smith Everard 
at the time of his death. 

Others living in Mountsorrel who most probably worked at the Mountsorrel Mill 

1871 Census  

Charles Harriman, aged 34 born Loughborough, Miller living at Gosling Buildings. 

James Billson, aged 12 born Mountsorrel, Miller’s boy living in Main Street. 

James King, aged 31 born Lincolnshire, Corn Miller living in Main Street. 

Joseph Joyce, aged 30 born Seagrave, Leicestershire, Miller’s Waggoner. 

1881 Census 

George Yates, aged 38 born in Retford, Nottinghamshire, C. Miller living on Main Road. 

George Joyce, aged 40 born in Gotham, Nothinghamshire, C.Miller living at Heads Yard. 

Charles Harriman and James King had moved to Mill Yard and Old Mill Lane, Leicester 
respectively. 

 

1891 Census 

George Yates, aged 48 born in Retford, Nottinghamshire, Miller living on Main Road. 

1901 Census 

Joseph Brown, aged 42 born at Burton-on-the-Wolds, Leicestershire, Miller’s Waggoner, Worker 
living in Main Street. 

Martin Smith (no relation to John Sleath Smith), aged 22 born in Mountsorrel, Miller (at Flour Mill), 
Worker living in Main Street. 

George Yates, aged 58 born in Retford, Nottinghamshire, Miller living in Main Street. 

Charles Hancock, aged 60 born in Ballaratt, Australia, Miller, Worker living on the Green. 

1911 Census 

Joseph Brown, aged 52 born at Burton-on-the-Wolds, Leicestershire, Miller’s Waggoner, Worker 
living in Main Street. 

George Yates, aged 68 born in Retford, Nottinghamshire, Miller living in Main Street. 
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NEWSPAPER ENTIRIES RELATING TO MOUNTSORREL MILL 

 

Nottingham Review and General Advertiser for the Midland Counties - Friday 2nd January 1829 

On Friday morning, one of the men employed at Mountsorrel Mill, was dragging up a fishing net from an 

adjoining weir, he fell in the water, and was drowned.  Immediate assistance was rendered him but without 

effect.  His body was taken out the next day, and on Sunday an inquest was held at the Nag’s Head inn, 

Mountsorrel, before Mr Meredith, coroner, when a jury returned a verdict that the deceased William Lowe 

was accidentally drowned. 

 

Leicester Journal Friday 5th February 1847 and Leicester Mercury Saturday 6th February 1847 

A meeting was held at Leicester Town Hall to discuss the intended Leicester Water Works Company.  

Objections were made regarding proposed construction of Thornton Reservoir abstractions from the 

owners of Desford, Barrow, Mountsorrel, Glenfield, Sileby, Ansty and Thurcaston Mills naming Mr Everard 

as the owner of Mountsorrel Mill.  Mr Goodacre was the owner of Desford Mill and one wonders if this is 

the same Goodacre that later ran Lower Cotes Mill under the name of Everard and Goodacre. 

 

Leicester Chronicle Saturday 2nd December 1865 

Mr E. Gosling, of Mountsorrel Mill, writes as follows: “It may perhaps be interesting to some of your readers 

to know that I caught a salmon, in my eel traps, on Monday.  The fish was very much out of condition, and 

although it measure 2 ft 7 ins in length, weighed only 7½lbs3.  I cannot learn that salmon have been taken 

so far up the soar as this place, but there are a few instances of sea trout having come as far up as Barrow 

-  Derby Mercury. 

Apart from the interest of salmon being found in the Soar at Mountsorrel, this indicates that Edwin Gosling 

was occupying the mill at Mountsorrel in 1865 even if he didn’t purchase it until 1871. 

Leicester Journal Friday 22nd June 1866 

On Friday 15th inst., an inquest was held at Mountsorrel on the body of a man named George Webster, 

who met his deat on Wednesday previous at the Mill at Mountsorrel in the occupation of Mr. Edwin 

Gosling.  It appeared that the deceased was oiling the gudgeon of the water wheel shaft whilst the machine 

was in motion, when the clips in the shaft caught his smock and drew him round the shaft several times.  

He was so injured that he died within twenty-four hours of the accident – The jury returned a verdict of 

“Accidental Death.” 

Leicester Journal Friday 30th November 1866 

Another accidental death, this time by drowning but nothing to do with the operation of the mill.  

However, Mr Gosling is referred to as the tenant of the Mill. 

                                                           
3 A salmon good condition would weigh some 12lbs but being December this salmon had obviously just spawned. 
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Leicester Mail Saturday 15th January 1870 

Reference to the Annual Meeting of the Barrow on Soar, Quorndon and Mountsorrel Angling Society of 

which Mr Edwin Gosling of Mountsorrel Mill was the treasurer and secretary.  One interesting item in the 

report was that there were several complaints that not only were some members taking their dogs with 

them when they went fishing but also their guns and another that a number of working men had joined 

the society indicating that it was uncommon enough for it to be mentioned. 

Leicester Chronicle Saturday 4th May 1872 

An advertisement was placed in the above and several other newspapers concerning an auction to be 

held in Leicester on Monday 13th May 1872 for the Household Furniture, Dairy Utensils, Brewing Vessels, 

Implements, Alderney Cow, 6 couple of Fowls etc., the property of Mr Edwin Gosling of Mountsorrel Mills 

who is leaving the neighbourhood. 

It is strange that he is selling up his household effects within a year of purchasing the mill. 

Leicester Advertiser Friday 13th March 1874 

An advertisement was placed in the above and several other newspapers concerning an auction to be 

held in April next of the Extensive and Valuable Mills, the Messuage, Cottages, Land, Common Rights and 

other premises connected therewith, situated in Mountsorrel in the County of Leicester.  The auction date 

was later advertised as 3rd May 1874.  It is noted that the advertisement states that the Mill is in the 

occupation of Mr Smith and his tenants.  So I expect that Edwin Gosling had stooped occupying the mill 

in August 1873 when the accounts in Volume 1 of the Account books held by the Leicester Record office 

finished. 

Leicester Journal 11th December 1874 

Reference is made to a water colour painting of Mountsorrel Mill by a James Orrock.   

There is a further reference to this water colour in the London Evening Standard on Monday 19th April 

1886. 

I have not been able to find an image of this painting although there is a picture in the Victoria and Albert 

Museum entitled Mountsorrel (not on display) but an image with the same name that I found just shows 

the meadows with Mountsorrel in the background and not the mill.  The picture is decribed in one artickle 

as “rugged old Mountsorrel Mill with Quorn Hill in the background.”  It would appear by the number of 

times that it was mentioned that it was one of his best works.  The Leicester Chronicle of Saturday 20th 

November 1886 reviewing the fifth annual exhibition of works by this society (Leicester Society of Artists) 

mentions Mountsorrel Mill with Buddon Hill and Loughborough In the distance.  Obviously local reporters 

knew the correct name for the hill behind Mountsorrel. 

Stamford Mercury Friday 30th July 1880 

Situations Vacant:- A Strong active Youth, not less than 17, who has been accustomed to work in a Flour 

Mill, also an active steady man as Yardman and occasional Waggoner, whose time would be filled up in 

Mill and Garden.  Apply, stating wages, to J.S.Smith, Mountsorrel Mill, near Loughborough. 
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Similar advertisements were placed in the Stamford Mercury on Friday 11th August 1880 and Friday 23rd 

February 1883. 

Leicester Chronicle Saturday 16th October 1875. 

Mr Deane held an inquest at the Three Crowns Inn, Quorndon on Monday, on the body of a labourer, John 

Tyler, who got crushed with a waggon at Mountsorrel Mills, on Saturday afternoon.  It appears that he 

and another man were engaged at a crusher, when it became necessary to remove a waggon for a short 

distance.  The deceased pushed it, and another man put his crowbar between the wheels to prevent its 

going back, but, owing to the wet, the bar slipped.  The man pushed it in again, and again it slipped, and 

the waggon ran back and crushed the unfortunate man between the buffer and the wall.  His companion 

tried to get him relieved, but could not, and the engine had to be brought to remove the waggon.  The 

deceased was found fearfully bruised, and he was at once removed to his lodgings, where he shortly 

afterward died.  The jury returned a verdict of accidental death. 

This was after the time of Richard Everard but I note that his son Henry was killed on 25th November 1848 

by a runaway horse on a Baker’s cart aged 26.  I think he must have been working at the bakery in Welford 

Road that Richard was running before he moved to Mountsorrel. 

Stamford Mercury Friday 10th November 1899 

Miller’s Waggoner. – Wanted a steady and capable man, accustomed to similar work, as Miller’s 

Wagggoner.  Good wages.  Apply J.S.Smith, Mountsorrel Mills, Loughborough. 

It would seem that this post was filled by Joseph Brown born in 1859 at Waltham on the Wolds.8 

The Lincoln, Stamford and Rutland Mercury Friday 11th January 1907 

Wanted thoroughly trustworthy cheerful Person about 35, to take charge of elderly lady and do the work 

of small house.  Dissenter pref.  Highest refs.   Appl. first Mrs J.S.Smith, Mountsorrel Mill near Loughboro’. 

John Sleath Smith’s first wife Sarah née Mee died 13th July 1902 and he married again in 1903 to Annie 

Sarson of Quorn born 1856.  The elderly lady was probably Catherine Sarson born 1829 and who died on 

23rd February 1912 just three weeks before her son-in-law who was only 4 years younger than her.  Her 

probate records state that she died at Loughborough Road, Quorn. 
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9. Sale particulars of Mill at Mountsorrel to Richard Everard, baker of Leicester 21st July 1842 
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Richard Anthony Everard 

Quorn, Leicestershire 
22nd April 2016 
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           Leicester Chronicle Saturday 4th May 1872
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            Leicester Journal Friday 1st May 1874



Mountsorrel Mill - June 1906 (H596 from Henton Collection)

Mountsorrel Mill
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Mountsorrel Mill - about 1912

Mountsorrel Mill - about 1912
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Mill during demolition showing date of 1765


