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KEN FLEMING AND ms GUNPOWDER MILLS PHOTOGRAPHS 

Members will be saddened to hear of the death of Ken Fleming, one of our founder members. 
Ken was a professional photographer, specialising in printing from black and white negatives, 
and was well-known for his prints in books such as those by Eric Newby on exploring remote 
parts of the world. He lived at Richmond, Surrey, and was active until a few months before 
his death from bone cancer in January this year. He attended several of our GMSG meetings, 
particularly those in the London area, and usualJy brought along his albums of photographs 
and notes on gunpowder mills. Unfortunately there never seemed to be enough time to 
examine these volumes carefully at the meetings, but I was always impressed with the way he 
was able to reveal detailed structures of ruined buildings and watercourses at overgrown sites. 
Most of us seem better at illustrating vegetation at sites rather than the remains which it 
conceals. 

When Mrs Fleming let us know about her husband's death she generously indicated that she 
would be happy to let the Group have Ken's albums of gunpowder photographs. Glenys and I 
therefore visited her at her flat and we spent an interesting hour talking about Ken's enthusism 
for industrial archaeology, natural history and life in general. She hails from near Redcar and 
may well move back to that area to be closer to relatives. By chance our former Secretary, 
Phil Philo, who benefitted from Ken's expertise when he was excavating the Bedfont 
incorporating m.ills and is now Curator of Kirkleatham Museum also lives nearby. We know a 
little about that area ourselves as Glenys's sister lives at Robin Hood's Bay and indeed we 
spent several days touring com mills on the North Yorkshire Moors with the Wind and Water 
Mill Section of SP AB in 1988. 

Mrs Fleming gave us five A4 albums of Ken's photographs and notes and in due course will 
let us have the negatives. An indication of the contents of the albums, which have been 
labelled 1-V is given below. 
I. 'The Hounslow Gunpowder Mills. The History and the Present Scene'. This contains 13 
pages of typed notes on the history of the Crane Park site, the manufacture of gunpowder, 
Curtis's and Harvey, press reports of explosions, the closure of the Mills, the so-called Shot 
Tower, extracts from Hanworth parish registers and a description of the scene today (probably 
1980). These are followed by a photocopy of a 15 page Inspector's Report on an explosion in 
May l 887 including three photographs showing damage caused by the explosion and an 
analysis of the buildings mentioned. 
II. ' Hounslow Gunpowder Mills (Crane Park)'. 
This commences with a 12 page typed introduction similar to that in I, but with a copy of a 
print of the scene of an explosion in 1796 and a photograph of the gravestone of a worker 
killed in 1887. This is followed by a plan of the site and 109 Ken Fleming photograpphs (20 
in colour) taken between March 1980 and June 1986, together with copies of historic prints 
and some drawings and plans. All the photographs are dated and have neat informative 
captions. Finally there is an account of the GMSG visit to the site on t 7 March t 985. 
III. 'Hounslow Gunpowder Mills (Bedfont Mills)' 
This starts with an annotated plan of Bed.font Mills and a smaller scale one of Bedfont and 
North Feltham. It then has I 08 dated Ken Fleming photographs of Bedfont ( 4 in colour) taken 
between March 1980 and April 1985 and including Phil Philo's excavation. The captions are 
very informative and there are some explanatory drawings. 



IV. 'The Cartridge Factory'. 
This is the North Feltham site. It contains 32 Ken Fleming black and white photographs, all 
taken in March 1980 and a page of notes. Again there are informative captions. 
V. 'Gunpowder Mills on the Hogsmill River, in the Lake District, Chart and Oare Mills at 
Faversham, on the River Medway at Tonbridge, at Chilworth on the Tillingbourne, at 
Godstone'. 
Much of this is copied from published books including the Victoria County History of Surrey, 
Marshall and Davies-Shiel's 'Industrial Archaeology of the Lake Counties' and several less 
well-known local histories. Helpfully the relevant sentences on gunpowder have been 
underlined in red. The important contents however are the 15 Ken Fleming photographs of the 
Tonbridge site in 1964 and 7 of the Chart Mills at Faversham in 1967, before they were 
restored. 

We are greatly indebted to Mrs Fleming for donating these albums to the Group. They are 
clearly a unique and precious archive of Ken's research depending so much on his skills as a 
photographer. We therefore propose that in due course they be deposited, for safe keeping, at 
a central location such as the Science Museum Library in London. In the meantime, if 
members would like to consult them, please let me know. 

Alan Crocker 


