
Mills on the River Allen, a tributary of the Stour, Dorset 

 

The River Allen is a tributary of the Stour and has its source near Wyke Farm, Wimborne St Giles. It 
flows southwards for 14 miles (23km) and joins the River Stour at Wimborne Minster. The Allen is a 
chalk stream, noted for its trout. A number of leats were developed along its course to serve water 
meadows. 
It has two tributaries - the Crichel Stream and the Gussage. Neither worked mills as far as is known. 
These were, like the Allen, ‘winterbournes’, with low summer flows. 
 
Paper Mill / Saw Mill, Wimborne Minster 
SZ 0150 9936 
 
In 1808 Joseph Cull was advertising for paper makers: ‘Wanted immediately, at Wimborne Mill, three 
good Hands, as Vatsman, Coucher and Dryworker’. 1 This may have been Dorset’s earliest paper-
making mill and may have been established by 1700: paper was being exported from Poole to 
London in 1704, probably from this site. It featured in Isaac Taylor’s map published in January 1765 – 
the first large-scale map of the county – shown near Poole Road. In 1822 a paper mill with two vats 
was to let, with  
machinery almost new, ‘situated on a good turnpike road, within six miles of the sea-port of Poole ..’ 2 
Paper making ceased in about 1830. Power came from an undershot waterwheel 10ft 6in diameter 
by 12ft breast. The site was converted to a saw mill and it was recorded as undertaking wood 
turning and making rakes. 3 The saw mill was to let in 1880 ‘doing a large and flourishing trade; now 
and for many years past in the occupation of Messrs Phillips & Son’. 4 The waterwheel ceased work in 
about 1930 and its remains were still extant in 1999. 5 This may have been the site of the medieval 
Denys Mill, the lowest mill on the Allen.  
 
1 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 29 February 1808 p 1 
2 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 4 February 1822 p 1 
3 Stanier, Peter, Discover Dorset Mills, Dovecote Press, 2000, 45 & 47 
4 Western Gazette 10 December 1880 p 4 
5 Stanier, Peter, Discover Dorset Mills, Dovecote Press, 2000 
 
Town Mill, Wimborne Minster 
SU 0105 0007 
 
There was a mill here early in the seventeenth century. 1 The present mill, of three stories of brick 
with a tiled roof, probably dates from 1771: the date is carved on a fragment of a medieval window-
head reset in the gabled east wall. 2 Thomas Talbot was miller in 1791. 3 Charles Ellis was miller in 
1844 and by 1851 was running the adjoining Town Brewery with 11 men. 4 Disaster struck in 1868: 
‘An alarming fire was discovered early on Tuesday morning in the extensive brewing premises of Mr 
Charles Ellis, Brewer and Miller, Wimborne’. The brewery was completely destroyed but the mill was 
saved. 5 
In 1869 Charles Edward Ellis (1845-1912) took over the brewery’s lease after his grandfather died. 
Both brewery and watermill were for sale in 1872; the mill was then equipped with four pairs of 
stones. 6 In 1884 Ellis remained the leaseholder of Town Mill, renting it at £40 per annum, when it 
was offered freehold by auction. 7 He continued to run the brewery and was listed as a brewer and 
wine and spirit merchant in 1911. His two sons Charles Anthony Ellis, 42, and Henry Pitt Ellis, 34, 
effectively ran the business, as he was ill by this time and he died the following year. 8 In 1937 the 
brewery and 18 licensed houses were sold to Hall and Woodhouse, brewers of Blandford Forum. 9  



What of the mill? It seems that it came into the hands of Robert Pike Hopkins, 63 in 1891, was 
recorded as a retired grocer and ironmonger, living in Christchurch. He was by then a bankrupt and 
the sale of machinery at Town Mill was put up for sale. It included shafting, bevelled cog and other 
wheels, driving pulleys, a pair of wheat stones, a pair of barley stones, hoppers, bins, exhaust boxes, 
oat and bean crushers. Clearly the mill had ceased to function. It was merely shown as a ‘Corn Mill’, 
without its name, on the 1900/1901 25-in Ordnance Survey map. 10 Town Mill was severely damaged 
by fire in 1952. 11 
 
1 Map of Wimborne Minster including Town Mill, 1613-1614. DoHC - D1504/1; also Watermill, 
Dixons   Lands, Wimborne c 1599-1600. TNA DL 44/605 [Is this Town Mill] 
2 An inventory of Historic Monuments in Dorset, Volume 5, East Dorset, HMSO 1975, 77-92 
3 Universal British Directory 1791 [Transcribed by Derek Stidder].  
4 Pigot’s Directory, 1844; Wimborne Minster census 1851 
5 Western Gazette 2 October 1868 p 8 col 6 
6 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 31 August 1872 p 4 
7 Western Gazette 4 July 1884 p 5 
8 Wimborne Minster census, 1911 
9 Edgell, Tim, and Bone, Mike, Brewing in Dorset, 2016 
10 Christchurch, Hants, census 1891; Salisbury and Winchester Journal 5 September 1891 p 4 
11 An inventory of Historic Monuments in Dorset, Volume 5, East Dorset, HMSO 1975, 77-92 
 
Bakkewater Mill, Wimborne Minster 
SU 011004 - approx 
 
A medieval site upstream from Town Mill and below Walford Mill. 
 
Walford Mill, Wimborne Minster 
SU 0085 0064 
 
At the beginning of the fifteenth century Steven Mersheman, the lord’s miller at Walford was 
accused of unjustly taking high tolls from the tenants of the manor for grinding their corn in the mill. 
A mill at Walford had two undershot waterwheels in 1446. 1 
By the sixteenth century Walford was recorded as a fulling mill. 2 
In the late seventeenth century and eighteenth century several infants or children drowned in the 
water by the mill – the infant daughter of John Smith of Walford Mills in September 1688; Gregory 
Forward, son of a cooper in 1734; Benjamin, infant son of Francis Woodrow, miller in 1740. 3 
George Hatchard, miller at Walford, leased a cottage at Walford Bridge early in 1780. 4 His will was 
proved in 1821. 5 
The present building is a brick structure of three stories with a tile roof and dates from from the 
early nineteenth century. It was part of the extensive Kingston Lacy Estate, owned by the Bankes 
family since the early seventeenth century. 6 
George Hatchard, in his sixties, was at Walford Mill in 1841, 7 possibly the son or nephew of the 
previous miller; he was a widower in 1851 and was listed as a mealman, aged 73, employing three 
men; he was mentioned in documents relating to the mill in 1853. Next door at Walford Mill was  
another George Hatchard, miller, aged 30. 8 A steam engine and boiler room were added at an 
unknown date to provide power when river flows were low in the summer months: it is posible the 
mill was extended then. 
By 1881 William Atkins was leaseholder; a master miller, he employed five men. He had previously 
worked in a mill in Southampton, although he was a local man, from Horton. 9 It was about this time 
that the water-wheels were replaced with two British Empire turbines supplied by Joseph Armfield 



of Ringwood. 10  It may have been at the same time that the mill acquired roller plant and perhaps it 
was that Atkins’ experience in Southampton made him qualified to run this modern plant.  
Walford Mill was included in an estate auction catalogue in 1883 but the lease may not have been 
sold. 11 From 1899 or a little earlier J F Hatchard ran the mill – until 1920 or later. In 1900 he 
advertised for a miller’s carter ‘for three horses’. 12 The mill was on the market in 1923: ‘The Flour 
and Grist Mill on the River Allen known as Walford Mill, fitted with roller plant, two pairs of Stones 
and Steam Engine. A Cottage adjoining .. 3-stall Stable with loft over, Engine-house and Shed .. strip 
of Land, let to Mr J H Bartlett’. 13 Between 1935 and 1939 Mr Bartlett corresponded with Armfield & 
Co concerning the removal of some machinery. 14 During the Second World War Bartlett was milling 
wheat from the Home Farm, Kingston Lacy. 15 Milling ceased in the 1960s; H J Ralph Bankes (1902-
1981) leased the mill to Eva D B Goatman for a ten-year term at £175 per annum in 1965; the lease 
was transferred to Mr L B Phillips in 1970. 16 Lord Bankes bequeathed the Kingston Lacy estate and 
Corfe Castle to the National Trust. The East Dorset District Council purchased the mill in 1983 and 
the Dorset Craft Guild leased the property at a peppercorn rent in 1986. Since 1995 the mill has 
been independent, managed by the Walford Mill Educational Trust, a limited company and a 
registered charity. 17 
 
1 Industrial Archaeological Review XVIII, 1, Autumn 1995, 107, citing DoHC - D-BKL/CGI/18 manor 
court   roll, 1403 [not found!] 
2 DoHC - D-BKL ‘Gilt Book’; entries for 1552 and 1591. 
3 DoHC - D-BKL/C/F/1/3/1/20 of 1688; D-BKL/CF/1/3/4/11; D-BKL/CF/1/3/4/35 of 1740 
4 DoHC - D-BKL/A/J/75-97 of 13 February 1780.  
5 DoHC - D-1101/2/2 of 1821; will made in 1812; codicil in 1813.  
6 The Sphere 12 March 1955 p 27 
7 Wimborne Minster census for 1841  
8 Wimborne Minster census for 1851; DoHC - D-BKL/A/J/98-120 of 1 October 1853 
9 Wimborne Minster census for 1881 – RG11 2093; he was still miller in 1891 
10 www.walfordmillcrafts.co.uk/about-us/history-of-the-mill.html 
11 DoHC - D-BKL/E/J/366 of 2 July 1883 
12 Kelly’s directories; Western Gazette 2 March 1900 p 4 
13 Western Gazette 10 August 1923 p 1 
14 DoHC - D-BKL/E/N/22/7 and 22/8 
15 DoHC - D-BKL/E/H/1/6/26 
16 DoHC - D-BKL/A/J/564 and D-BKL/E/N/22/11 
17 www.walfordmillcrafts.co.uk/about-us/history-of-the-mill.html 
 
Hogford Mill, Pamphill 
ST 9997 0153 [MB checked from article by Papworth, the ref in IAR is wrong.] 
 
A medieval site. The first known reference to Hogford Mill is in 1305 when the manor accounts 
record 11s 11d spent on the mills of Hogford and ‘Morennlu’. 1 In the account toll of 1380-81 John 
and Edith Samford held Hoggefordmull, with its water course, weir and gate, with the right to build a 
fulling mill and new house. 2 The mill was held by Edward and Alice Samford in 1388-89. 3 And in 
1391-2 much of the machinery of the original mill was replaced, including the ‘coggewhele’. 4  By 
1408-09 the fulling mill and house were built and the tenancy passed to John Forster. 5 The fulling 
mill was extant in 1621. 6 
By the early seventeenth century Pamphill parish had become part of the Kingston Lacy estate 
owned by the Bankes family. 7 Mr Roles, the Hogford miller, paid John Bankes £9 rent per year in 
1707; repairs to the mill were undertaken in 1725. 8 A survey made in 1774 shows Hogford Farm but 
mill buildings were not delineated or recorded in the inventory. 9 The site of Hogford Mill was 
discovered in 1991: a scatter of occupational debris was revealed following ploughing. 



 
1 TNA - DL29 1/2 
2 DoHC - D-BKL/CG3/1 
3 DoHC - D-BKL/CG3/1 
4 DoHC - D-BKL/CG3/3 
5 DoHC - D-BKL/CG3/10 
6 DoHC - D-BKL/A/H/256 of 1621 
7 The Sphere 12 March 1955 p 27 
8 DoHC - D/BKL account books of Margaret and John Bankes 1691-1740 
9 DoHC - D/BKL William Woodward, surveyor of Kingston Lacy 
The research for Hogford Mill appeared in an article:  
Papworth, Martin, Hogford Mill, in Watermills on the Kingston Lacy Estate, Dorset, Industrial  
Archaeological Review, XVIII, 1, Autumn 1995, 107-109 
 
Hinton Mill, Hinton Parva 
ST 9948 0451 
 
This was known as Little Hinton Mills in 1693, with house, barn, garden and several acres of 
farmland including meadow and arable. 1 Today the parish is barely three-quarters of a mile by half a 
mile in size and contains only the mill site, two farms and the tiny hamlets of Hinton Parva and 
Stanbridge. 2 The Welch family milled here in the mid-nineteeth century. 3 By 1881 Fred Hayter was 
running the mill and in 1884 advertised ‘Grinder wanted at grist mills and go with cart, with a boy 
preferred’. Six years later he again sought an assistant: ‘Miller wanted in grist mill to do a round with 
cart and grind grist. Understands stone-dressing. Apply F W Hayter, Hinton Mills, Wimborne’. 4 
Hayter auctioned his cart horses, wagons, mill implements, dairy utensils and poultry in 1892 and 
moved to Spetisbury where he was employed as farm bailiff at Mackrell’s Farm. 5 
George Brine, a native of Trent, Somerset, where he had worked as miller, smith and carpenter, took 
on the property and in 1901, aged 58, worked the mill and farm with his three sons George, 24, 
Alfred 19 and George 16. 6 
There were three watercourses here - the River Allen, a leat to Hinton Farm, later renamed Ashton 
Mill, and the mill leat. Ashton Mill was a separate concern. Its leat served a sheepwash by the mill 
buildings and ran on to serve water meadows. 7 
By 1911 George’s son, Alfred George Brine, 29, was milling and farming here: he was selling 15 to 20 
tons of mangolds in April 1913 and was listed at Hinton in 1915. 8 In 2011 the brick-built mill building 
survived, semi-derelict, with a corrugated iron roof. It used to straddle the mill leat but now both 
leats at Hinton have gone. 9  
 
1 DoHC - Glyn Estate Archive - D-GLY/B/T/60 
2 Dorset Online Parish Clerk 
3 Census returns recorded by Derek Stidder 
4 Hinton Parva census 1881; Western Gazette 10 October 1884 p 4; 17 October 1890 p 4 
5 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 2 April 1892 p 4; Spetisbury census 1901. 
6 Hinton Parva census 1901 
7 Ordnance Survey 25-in map 1900/1901; Hinton Parva census 1911 
8 Hinton Parva census 1911; Western Gazette 11 April 1913 p 7; Kelly’s Directory 1915 [Stidder] 
9 Visit by Derek Stidder and Colin Smith 
- see also Nick Welch’s autobiography and family history with information on Hinton Parva Mill, 
created in 2017 and catalogued at the Mills Archive SMDN 2019.0010 
 
Witchampton Mill, Witchampton 
ST 9903 0623 [MB checked] 



 
A fulling mill existed in the parish in 1565, its location not known. 1 Witchampton’s water grist mill, 
probably on this site, was recorded in 1663. 2 Four generations of the Burt family worked here: 
Stephen Burt, sen. (1739-1805), Stephen Burt, jun. (1764-1827, married 1788), Aine Burt (1797-
1864) and Robert Burt (1822-1890). 3 George Burt was miller in 1826. 4 Aine Burt was miller in 1843 
and in 1851 he employed six men working the mill and 14 agricultural labourers on his 350-acre 
farm. 5 Following Aine’s death in 1864, his son Robert had an inventory of machinery in the mill 
made. 6 Robert was milling and farming here in 1871, employing seven men and a boy, including a 
live-in cook and a general servant. A carter, probably his, lived next door. 7 In September 1889, at 
Witchampton Flour Mills, there was an auction of stock ‘for R Burt, (leaving)’, including ‘three 
staunch horses, pony, four miller’s carts, one miller’s wagon .. chaff cutter, cheese press .. brewing 
utensils, two excellent cows ..’ 8 In December that year the flour and grist mill was to let, ‘For many 
years in the occupation of Mr. Robert Burt’. Those seeking particulars were asked to contact the 
Crichel Estate Office. 9 Robert Burt died the following year. 
The mill was on a leat from the Allen, on the right bank of the river, and was a large L-shaped 
building on plan in 1900, annotated as a ‘Corn Mill’. 10 Fred Hopkins was miller in the decades 1891-
1911.11 
Milling ceased in 1931 and by 1962 the buildings had been gutted. The derelict low-breastshot 
waterwheel was of wood, made by Rainey & Stephens of Poole, and was 15ft 3in diameter by 10ft 
3in breast. The eighteenth-century mill house of brick with a tiled roof survived, listed Grade II, at ST 
9904 0621. 12 
 
1 DoHC - D-CRI/A/42/2/1 
2 DoHC - D-103/2 
3 Militia lists for Witchampton - Stephen Burt, miller, height 5ft 8in, listed in 1796 and in 1799 with 
wife and five children; Witchampton census 1851 and other records on Ancestry.com. 
4 DoHC - D-CRI/A/50/1/11 and 50/1/12 and 50/1/15. Marriage settlement.  
5 DoHC - D-CRI/A/51/1/5 Earl of Shaftesbury to Aine Burt 24 August 1843; Witchampton census 
1851.  
6 DoHC - D-CRI/A/51/1/15; Schedule and plan of this mill and the paper mill upstream: D-
CRI/A/51/1/17 
7 Witchampton census 1871.  
8 Bournemouth Guardian 28 September 1889 p 1 
9 Western Gazette 27 December 1889 p 4 
10 Ordnance Survey 25-in map, 1900/1901. 
11 Witchampton census 1891, 1901 and 1911  
12 Addison, Joseph and Wailes, Rex, Dorset Watermills, 1962-63, 196; Brisish Listed Buildings 
 
Witchampton Paper Mill, Witchampton 
ST 9903 0623  
 
This site, at New Town, had been a water-powered bone-crushing mill until the late eighteenth-
century. Stephen Burt established a paper mill here by 1780. He was almost certainly related to the 
Burts who ran the grain mill downstream. 1 Burt had died by August 1803: ‘Any persons with 
demands on the estate of Mr S Burt, sen, of Witchampton, paper-maker, deceased .. apply to Mr S 
Burt, jun, Witchampton Mills, before 1st October next.’ 2 In the 1850s raw materials included wood-
pulp and esparto grass and paper was being manufactured on a 77-inch Fourdrinier machine. 3 
Steam power was also employed, probably by this decade. This was a large concern by 1851 when 
William Burt employed 15 men and 18 women at the mill and another 18 hands on his 230-acre 
farm. 4 Seven years later, in 1858, Burt gave a ‘bountiful dinner’ to his employees, having reached 
‘the good old age of 70 years’. The number of hands employed at the mill then were said to be about 



80, so significant expansion had taken place. 5 His son Henry Burt, 43, was listed as farmer, merchant 
and paper manufacturer, employing 68 staff in 1871. 6 
Disaster struck in September 1888. ‘A destructive fire occurred this morning at Witchampton Paper 
Mills, near Wimborne, the property of Messrs Burt and Sons. The whole of the buildings and contents 
were destroyed and a private residence damaged. The loss is estimated at £10,000.’ 7 
Following the fire rebuilding took place in 1889 and a powerful 45.6hp turbine was installed, 
replacing the waterwheel. William Burt ran the mill in 1911. 8 In 1924 the business was established 
as a private company and production then focused on the manufacture of wallpapers, cover papers 
and boards. 9 Closure came in the early 1990s and Pearce reconstruction began to redevelop the site 
in 2001 as residential accommodation. The mill owner’s home, Allen House, survives, 10 as do the 
company’s records for 1863-1968. 11 
 
1 Stanier, Peter, Discover Dorset Mills, 2000, 45; Universal British Directory 1791 - Witchampton 
2 Salisbury & Winchester Journal 15 August 1803 p 1 last col 
3 Stanier, Peter, Discover Dorset Mills, 2000  
4 Witchampton census 1851 
5 Southern Times and Dorset County Herald 13 November 1858 p 4 col 1 
6 Witchampton census 1871 
7 Newcastle Evening Chronicle 28 September 1888 p 3 
8 Witchampton census 1911 
9 Stanier, Peter, Discover Dorset Mills, 2000  
10 On the Market web site; The Dorset Rambler web site 
11 DoHC - D/WBM 
 
Didlington Mill, Chalbury 
SU 0065 0777 
 
Joshua Hewlett was the miller in 1697; he leased the mill from Lord Shaftesbury. Sir Nathaniel 
Napier was permitted to make a ‘bay’ below the mill, ‘without harming’ it on condition Sir Nathaniel 
ground his corn at the mill. Hewlett was to be privided with a load of straw every two years and was 
to scour and water Sir Nathaniel’s lands, lifting the hatches on the watercourse. 1 The mill was on the 
left bank of the river and employed the full flow of the river, with a by-pass sluice just upstream. A 
number of sluices or hatches are shown on the 1887 Ordnance Survey map in the fields below 
Didlington Farm. It seems that water from the mill’s tailrace was used to feed water-meadows. 
Water meadows were used from the sixteenth century until the late nineteenth century to 
encourage growth and provide sheep with an ‘early bite’.  
In 1778 there were concerns over the water flowing through and near Lord Shaftesbury’s mills at 
Didlington, including paper mills, it seems: correspondence, memoranda and a sketch plan exist. 2 
In August 1843 Lord Shaftesbury leased Didlington Mill to William Newman (1778-1854), a yeoman 
of Chalbury. 3 In 1851 Lewis Woodbridge, 31, milled here. 4 But William’s son John Newman (1820-
1892) was miller by 1860 and was probably the last to work the mill. He also farmed 170 acres and 
employed three or four labourers in the decades from 1861 to 1881. 5 His trustees had the furniture 
from the mill house auctioned in March 1893. 6 Didlington Mill was disused by 1900 and marked as a 
ruin in 1955. 7 The wooden wheelshaft was the only feature that remained in 1962 but that had 
rotted away in recent years, by which time the site had become rather overgrown. 8 
 
1 DoHC - D/CRI/A/7/12/3 
2 DoHC - D/CRI/A/12/7/7 
3 DoHC - D/CRI/A/51/1/4 
4 Chalbury census 1851 - Tony Yoward/Mills Archive 
5 DoHC - Q/S/J/5/1860/78 



6 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 18 March 1893 p 4 
7 Ordnance Survey maps; Photographs by Joseph Addison - English Heritage/Mills Archive 
8 Visit by Derek Stidder 2011 
 
Crichel Mill or Loverley Mill, Moor Crichel 
SU 0060 0847 
 
Mill and mill-house in one range, Listed Grade II, both of two stories, built in 1740: the mill carries a 
keystone in a round arch above the tailrace inscribed ‘WO 1740’. Power was supplied by two low-
breastshot or undershot waterwheels. 1 Joseph Spearing was miller in 1851 2 and he was followed by 
members of the Robertson family. 3 There was a fatal occurrence in 1875: William Arnold, 46, 
William Robertson’s carter ‘was unloading some grist from a cart at his master’s mill, and whilst Mr 
Robertson had gone in with one bag of grist, deceased appears to have fallen from the cart, as, on 
his master’s return, he found him lying on the ground at the tail of the cart with a bag of grist beside 
him. The deceased had [had] a fit about twelve months since. He was quite sober at the time of the 
accident .. [The] surgeon .. stated from a careful examination of the body [that] it was his opinion the 
deceased died from natural causes. There was no mark or bone broken. The jury returned a verdict of 
‘Accidental death’. 4 
Frederick Robertson may have been the last miller. Early in the twentieth century the waterwheels 
were replaced by a turbine which drove a ‘Harefield’ pump to provide water to Moor Crichel House. 
5 
All machinery has been removed from the mill which now forms part of a residence with the miller’s 
house. 6 
 
1 RCHM Dorset, vol V, p 44 no. 6 
2 Moor Crichel census 1851 
3 Frederick Robertson was miller in 1871, 1881 and 1895: census, Moor Crichel and  
 Kelly’s Directory 1895 
4 Southern Times and Dorset County Herald 6 November 1875 p 6 
5 RCHM Dorset, vol V, p 44 no. 6 
6 Note by Derek Stidder, c 2011 
 
Stanbridge Mill, Horton 
SU 0152 0901 [MB] 
 
In 1772 the mill at Stanbridge was insured by Humphrey Sturt, (c1724-1786, landowner, architect 
and politician, of Moor Crichel), for £50 and the mill-house for £150. The miller at that time was 
William Hatchard. 1 Horton Manor, a freehold estate of over 2,000 acres was sold at auction in 
London in 1791. It included Stanbridge Mill Farm, with a thatched dwelling house, a water corn mill 
and a stable ‘lately repaired at considerable expense’, together with 20 acres of meadow and 
pasture. 2 William Compton had a mare stolen from Stanbridge Mill in 1827. 3 In 1835 the mill was 
being run by James Atkins (1808-1861) and members of his family were millers here until 1920. 4 
Atkins was 41 in 1851, listed as a farmer and miller of 100 acres in the Horton census, employing 14 
labourers, and in the local directory as ‘flour miller and bone crusher’. 5 It is evident from a deed of 
1848, which details the whole of Stanbridge Mill estate that the bone mill was upstream at Gussage All Saints. 6 

 
In 1858 James Atkins gave a dinner to over 100 of his friends to celebrate the coming of age of his 
eldest son William: ‘The family being highly respected, there was such an assemblage of young ladies 
and gentlemen from the rural district of Horton such as is seldom seen on such occasions’. 7 James 
died in 1861, aged 53. 8 

 



Joseph Baily, the mill’s carter, had a narrow escape in 1863. A gale was blowing on 19 May. ‘About 
12 o’clock a horse and covered cart belonging to Mrs Atkins, of Stanbridge Mill, in the parish of 
Horton, and driven by Joseph Baily, was passing through .. Wimborne St Giles, when three large 
poplar trees were blown across the highway close together; they stood about 110 feet high, and 
were previously growing about six feet from each other. The first fell across the shafts of the cart and 
struck the hind quarters of the horse, breaking its legs and inflicting such injuries that it died almost 
immediately. The driver, who was riding in the covered cart, escaped unhurt .. the second tree fell at 
the horse’s head and the third a few feet in advance, so the escape was very narrow indeed. The 
trees were some of the highest on the Earl of Shaftesbury’s estate.’ 9 

 
John Arnold Atkins (1846-1909), the miller in 1889, instructed Armfield & Co to re-instate the 
waterwheel here, with a new cast-iron wheelshaft and gudgeons and journals. About this time a new 
four-storey range was built to accommodate a roller plant which was to be powered by the 
breastshot waterwheel, of 11ft 6in diameter by 11ft breast, worked on a four-foot fall of water. The 
plant, by Turner of Ipswich, was installed by 1892. 10 

 
William Atkins was possibly the last to work the mill. He was here in 1920, but the mill was noted as 
disused in 1924. It had certainly ceased work in 1959 and was derelict in 1961. 11 At some time in the 
1960s it seems the four-storey extension was demolished. Greg Lake, of Emerson, Lake and Palmer, 
fell in love with the property and in 1977 was set to buy Stanbridge Mill from Lord Shaftesbury for £77,000. He was  
the first owner of the mill following conversion. 12 
The mill and brick-and-tiled mill-house survive in one range. The house dates from about 1800 and 
the mill is early nineteenth century. 13 In 1984 the property belonged to Mr Fairchild. A more recent 
owner lives in Australia for part of the year: the weather vane carries a kangaroo. The mill and 
millhouse are Listed Grade II and the mill retains its waterwheel, which is thought to be workable 
and much mill gearing is preserved behind a glass case. 14 The mill gardens with watercourse are 
occasionally open to the public on Garden Open days.  
 
 
1 Sun Fire Insurance Policy 313866 of 21 July 1772. Volume 215, Guildhall Library, London 
2 Transcribed by Derek Stidder – from H E S Simmons 
3 Note by Derek Stidder – from Salisbury and Winchester Journal 16 July 1827 
4 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 19 October 1835 p 4 [Marriage to Isabella Fane of Wimborne]; 
  entries in Kelly’s directory from 1851-1920 
5 Horton census 1851 - HO 107/1854/278; Kelly’s Directory 1851 - transcribed by Stidder 
6 DoHC - D-PSS/T/24/1 
7 Southern Times and Dorset County Herald 18 September 1858 p 4 col 1 
8 Ancestry.com. Select Dorset Church of England Parish Registers, FHL film no. 002427505 
9 Southern Times and Dorset County Herald 30 May 1863 p 3 
10 The Miller, 3 June 1889 and 6 June 1892, transcribed by Derek Stidder 
11 Kelly’s Directory 1920; H E S Simmons, Watermills of Dorset; Rex Wailes 1961 
12 The Dorset Rambler web site 21 May 2018 
13 RCHM Dorset, Vol V, p 36, no 3 - Dorset Mills Survey 1985. 
14 British Listed Buildings online 
 
 
Bidcombe Bone Mill, Gussage All Saints 
SU 0133 0939 
 
The mill sat astride the River Allen and was a wooden structure above dwarf brick walls, with a 
corrugated iron roof. 1 It was a little upstream from Stanbridge Mill and was in production in 1835 



when Henry Gee of Wimborne St Giles advertised ‘Bone manure, round bones of any size, and of 
genuine quality, can be had at Bidcombe Bone Mill, half a mile from Horton Inn ..’ 2 A complete 
schedule of the property with deed survives from 1848. 3 In the 1850s James Atkins of Stanbridge 
Mills was listed as ‘Flour miller and bone crusher’, 4 so it is apparent he ran both mills at this time. By 
1964 the mill was a ruin, with only a few brick walls and the remains of the mill race were to be 
seen. 5 
Fertiliser for farms on Lord Shaftesbury’s estate was produced here; crushed bones were mixed with 
chalk from a nearby pit. 6 
 
1 County Planning Office, Dorset: P Jenkins 1984 – From Tony Yoward notes/Mills Archive 
2 Dorset County Chronicle 2 April 1835 p 1 
3 DoHC - D/PSS/T24/1 
4 Kelly’s Directories – transcribed by Derek Stidder 
5 Photograph by Rex Wailes, 24 April 1964 - Historic England ref AA043772 – at Mills Archive 
6 County Planning Office, Dorset: P Jenkins 1984 
 
Mill, Wimborne St Giles 
SU 0300 1199 
 
Brook House is shown on the 1901 25-in Ordnance Survey map next to Bull Bridge over the River 
Allen. Historic England record it as Listed Grade II. Comparison has been made with Harnham Mill, 
near Salisbury, which has many similar characteristics, and it is thought it may once have been a 
paper mill. Brook House has English-bond brickwork and tiled roofs. It was an inn in the nineteenth 
century and is now a private house. 1 It was on the market in the 1980s. 2 
 
1 British History online – RCHME, Dorset, Vol V, xxii-xlviii 
2 DoHC - D-DSP/230 
 
All Hallows Farm, Wimborne St Giles 
SU 0236 1271~ 
 
On a long leat from a point near the river’s source. The Pardy family farmed here in the Victorian 
era. Henry Pardy senior, 60, farmed 420 acres in 1851 with his son Henry jnr, 24. Henry jnr ran the 
estate from the 1860s until he retired in 1891; by then the farm covered 620 acres and Pardy 
employed 11 men and five boys. 1 A waterwheel provided power to barn machinery until about 
1930; the site has since been cleared although culverts and hatches survived in 1962. 2 
 
1 Wimborne St Giles census 1851, 1871, 1881 and 1891; Salisbury and Winchester Journal 18 April 
1891 p 4 - sale of stock, barn implements. 
2 Addison, Joseph and Wailes, Rex, Dorset Watermills, 1962 
 
 
 
 


