
Note on Alders Paper Mill, Tamworth, Staffs 

Grid Ref SK  1906 0453                                     River Tame, tributary of R. Trent 

1. I had a list of mills made in 1967 by Charles Howell (1926-1993; then 

miller of Worston Mill) of mills in Staffs that were then working or had 

worked within 3 years by water power. Mentioned on it was ”Alders 

Paper Mill, Tamworth, thought to be still using water turbines” . When I 

went to investigate, on 12th December 1971, I found a large industrial 

site with a sprawl of buildings, where paper was still being made. I did 

not go in; presumably I did not pluck up the courage to do so. 

2. The scribbled notes I made that day (on a piece of paper with notes of 

Shenstone Mill on it) read as follows -  

The Alders, Tamworth, visit 12.12.71 nb wide 1¼ mile headrace from 

 shaped weir at Tamworth. [1 mile would be more accurate. This 

weir was at SK 204038]. Turbine(s) or waterwheel(s) appear to be, or to 

have been, in building of brick marked X [This was clearly correct. See 

my marked print of b&w photo (ST82a) and compare with picture taken 

in 1928 on Britain from Above website]. 

 

 

                                  

 

 

3. Items on the internet show that the site continued to be used as a paper 

factory until at least the 1980’s but has since been demolished and 

redeveloped for housing. The water channel through the old mill building 

was stopped off, leaving the water in the headrace still flowIng over the 

bypass weir just in front of where the old mill building had stood. 

4.  There are various other items on the paper works on the internet, including 

some nice old pictures, e.g of a Fourdrinier machine there, but I have found 

no information about the use of waterpower. 



5. Staffs Record Office evidently have several documents on this mill, under 

Alders Paper Mill or Alder Mill. 

6. Betty Fox’s list of extracts regarding mills from the Staffordshire Advertiser, 

available at Mills Archive has several mentions of this mill. 

John Bedington, 2020 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

My items that go with this note: 

B/W photo: Taken 12th Dec 1971  – ST82a , mill seen from across river. 

Colour slide: Taken 12th Dec 1971 – ST az 1, Mill seen across river 

Other picture: Print of B&W photo ST82a with waterpowered building marked. 

 


