


WATFORD, 'HAMPER MILL', HERTS. 

 

Miss Cowle called 

9 4 31 

 

  





 

[in pencil] 

Miss S.Cowle [underlined] 

Hamper Mill 

Watford. 

Disused Paper Mill 

 

[in another hand] file 

 

[Drawing of the front elevation of the mill, annotated but no measurements] 

 

[Drawing of the interior central section] 

 

 

  





 

Enc. R 

 

To Miss S Cowle 

Hampers Mill 

Watford. 

 

April. 9. 1928? 

 

Dear Madam, 

 

My assistant  Miss Bery[?] has told me of  

your call here.  I do not know about 'hand made- 

paper' mills.  I do not know how many there are left 

in the country.  From your sketches it appears to 

have been built early in the 19th century or late in 

the 18th & is not therefore of great value from the 

point of view of a distinguished building.  It 

certainly has interest from the point of view of 

an unusual &  a dieing trade; & if there 

remains any of the appliances used when the 

mill was working, this value would be greatly 

increased.   If the mill were mine, & I did 

not need the site for other things, I should let it stand 

as long as possible, with each of the implements as 

still exist; & before pulling it down, I should make some 

 

  





effort to draw attention to it in some paper  [word deleted] likely 

to be interested in this sort of thing, & get an article 

written on it illustrated by photographs so that 

a record may be left.  In any case a set of 

photos should [underlined] be taken now while it is yet in fair 

condition. 

 

If the building is situated in a place 

where young people could visit & put up, it 

is possible the Youths Hostils - 18 Budge 

Rd Welyan garden City, might be willing to 

acquire it under their scheme.  They are 

trying to acquire such disused buildings.  They 

intend to use them as lodgings for young 

people who like to take their hollidays walking about 

the country.  These folk would bring their food, & sleep 

on matresses laid on the floor, & do their cooking  

at some prepared stove.  Their shelters would be 

supervised by some one appointed for that purpose & 

I think the charges for their use would be 1/ or 2/- 

Such a system exists in Germany & elsewhere. 

 

I am yours faithfully   A R Powys 

Secty 

 

  





 

[Notes in red pen across top of page] 

Thanks  Dismiss 

ARA 

never before 

Ctte 

you might ask for 

£ a copy for the 

photos 

 

[Letter hand written in black ink] 

Hamper Mill 

Watford, Herts 

April 25th 1931 

 

The Secretary 

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings 

Buckingham Street, London WC2. 

 

Dear Sir 

I was very glad to get your letter & appreciated 

the trouble & thought you had taken to advise me. 

I waited in case there were any farther developments 

over the pulling down of the building [word deleted] built for making 

hand made paper, of which I spoke to your assistant. 

[following sentence underlined in red] 

I'm afraid that it will probably come down but I 

have noted your suggestions for taking photographs 

& making notes regarding the building. 



 

Built on the site of a roman villa & having 

been the situation for a mill since possibly King 

Offa's time, tho' latterly the mill became one for well 

known handmade papers, I am very sorry that the 

building, which adds to a group of picturesque & colour- 

ful collection, should come down; especially as it 

is in a district rapidly becoming full of “desir- 

able residences”.  I knew it hardly came under 

 

  





the title of Ancient Building but I found some 

difficulty in getting information & I had heard  

you speaking on the subject. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

(Miss) Sidney Cowle 

 

  





Watford 'Hamper Mill'  Herts. 

 

Early 19th century building - one of few 

 

'hand made' paper mills 

 

dismiss 1933 
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