
Note on Great Moor Farm Mill, Pattingham, Staffs (nr Wolverhampton).  

Grid Ref: SO 837984 (waterwheel appears to have been at SO 8372 9835 and 

the building with the machinery in at SO 8369 9836). 

On Gt Moor Brook (otherwise called Nurton Brook) a small tributary of Black 

Brook, which runs into Smestow Brook, further on sometimes called R. 

Smestow, running into R. Stour, a trib of R. Severn. 

1. This had clearly been a mill in a barn with a detached waterwheel rather 

than a commercial flour mill, though apparently some flour had been 

ground pre-1914. (Small stones, low building, stones on hurst, apparent 

lack of powered hoist, existence of root pulper, and chaff cutter and 

sawbench; not marked as a mill on old OS maps). I visited the mill on 24th 

August 1965, saw the site of the waterwheel, and talked with Mr Jack 

Mosely (Moseley?), the last man to run the mill, but did not see inside, 

which had evidently been gutted of machinery. I filled in a SPAB 

watermill survey questionnaire form roughly, and on April 2nd 1967 wrote 

it up neatly on another SPAB questionnaire form, but never sent it in to 

SPAB. See that form (with some amendments in red in 2021) for further 

information.  

2. Mr Mosely evidently called the brook the Gt Moor Brook, but I see on the 

OS map it is called “Nurton Brook” (a brook which was well known locally 

because for a considerable distance it flowed right down a public road, as 

can be seen in a picture on Staffordshire Past Track website of a farm at 

Gt Moor).  

3. Mills Archive have a SPAB questionnaire which clearly relates to this mill, 

ref SPAB-WAS-STAFFS-04, though it is called Little Moor. It appears to 

have been filled in by someone in the SPAB office from information given 

by an H. Holcroft of Chipstead in a letter dated 29.8.53. It shows a 

photograph of the waterwheel the bearing of which is on a masonry 

plinth which comes about up to the chest of the man who is standing 

beside it. The wheel seems to be about 15ft dm, certainly no more than 

18ft dm, and could be a bit more than 2ft wide. It has 12 arms each side. 

It has narrow shrouds and the buckets or floats are not visible, suggesting 

it had been a high breast wheel or overshot. The “feed tray” for the 

water is stated to be missing. If the 1953 letter was immediately after Mr 

Holcroft’s visit then Jack Mosely’s statement that machinery had been 

scrapped by 1946 evidently did not include the waterwheel. 



4. Staffs Record Office appear to have nothing specifically on this mill, but I 

see they have a map (? Late 19c) of Gt Moor Farm, which maybe includes 

the mill. 

John Bedington, 2021. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

My items with this form: 

B/W photos: Taken 24th Aug 1965 – ST30a Front (north side); ST30b back 

(south side), with adjoining buildings (negatives damaged). 

And my SPAB questionnaire form mentioned at 1 above.  

  

   


