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Group 1. Bobbin mills in Forfarshire – established 1850s to 1890s 
 

1.1 Ireland’s Lane Works, Dundee (1850 - 1935) – evidence for this shuttle and bobbin mill is 

found in the Dundee Directory (1850, 1880), census (1871 to 1901), valuation roll (1855 to 
1920) and a newspaper report (1921).1   
 
John Ireland’s business is reported to have been established several decades before the 
introduction of the power loom” and to have been selling shuttles to handloom weavers in 
1815-16,2 though nothing more is known about these early years of the business. 
 
In 1850 Dundee Directory the business was listed under ‘Shuttle Makers’3, while in 1880 John 
Ireland was advertised as a ‘Picker and Shuttle Maker’, as well as a mangling machine 
manufacturer, with his works at Ireland’s Lane.4   The advertisement indicates that the 
business was established in 1776. 
 

 
 
John Ireland was also listed as a shuttle maker in the census from 1871 through to 1901 and 
appeared in the valuation roll as proprietor of a ‘workshop’ from 1855, of a ‘shuttle 
manufactory’ from 1875 to 1885 and (as John Ireland and Sons) proprietor of a ‘shuttle 
factory’ from 1905 to 1935. 
 

 
 

There was no mention of John Ireland making bobbins in any of these records, however, in a 
newspaper report dating from 1921, John Ireland was described as “a firm of shuttle and 
bobbin makers”5, so John Ireland’s works on Ireland’s Lane must have also been a bobbin mill.   
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There is no sign of John Ireland’s mill (or works) on either the 1st or 2nd edition OS maps, 
though Ireland’s Lane is clearly marked. 
 

 
OS, 25 inch, 2nd edition, Sheet LIV.5, Revised: 1900 to 1901, Publication date: 1903  http://maps.nls.uk/view/82884861 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes 
                                                     
 
1 Research into the bobbin mills of northern Scotland was undertaken as a volunteer researcher for the Woodland 
Trust’s Ancient Woodland Restoration project, which funded access to online resources including genealogical 
records and the newspaper archive.  A total of 88 bobbin mills were identified. 
2 A.G. Highland, Gateside Mills: the Scottish Bobbin and Shuttle Trade in its British and International Setting, 1860 
– 1960, A Thesis Submitted for the Degree of PhD at the University of St. Andrews, 1989, p.35 
3 Dundee Directory 1850, http://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/84970679 , licence to reproduce image: 
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 
4 Dundee Directory 1880, https://digital.nls.uk/directories/browse/archive/85898120, licence to reproduce 
image: creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 
5 Dundee Courier - Thursday 20 October 1921 (British Newspaper Archive), Image © The British Library Board 
6 Reproduced by permission of the National Library of Scotland 
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