
Note on Bleach Works, Fazeley (Sometimes called Bleach Works, Bonehill) 

Grid Ref SK 1949 0224            Bourne Brook, tributary of R. Tame, which is a trib 

of R. Trent. Spring water may have been used too. 

1. I visited this mill, by Watling Street, on 10th April 1968. I did not get to 

see inside the building but did speak to a lady at a house nearby. 

Unfortunately my notes of my visit (on the back of a piece of paper with 

notes on Bonehill Mill) are scribbled and scrappy, even by my standards, 

but to the extent that I can decipher them they say: Water went under 

the building in two places side by side (see rough plan below, 

reproduced from the notes, and the photo of 

the tail arches). Inside the water entrance 

next to the road I could see a waterwheel pit 

which indicated there had been an 

undershot/low breast wheel using about 

four to five feet head of water (below the cill of the sluicegate). The 

dimension 8’3” is given for the pit, presumably the width of the pit. The 

sluicegate for this wheelpit was wooden and was raised by two racks 

and pinions, the racks being 1ft long. The shaft of the pinions carried 

another pinion which was turned by a worm wheel on a shaft which 

disappeared into the building. The other water entrance, parallel to it, 

had a sluicegate raised by a single rack and pinion, the rack being 2’6” 

long. I speculated on whether this had been an overflow or the feed to a 

turbine or another waterwheel. The lady mentioned above told me the 

building had been a bleach(ing) works and that it had been owned by 

the firm Wm Tolson until three or four years before. It was now 

occupied by a number of small firms.  

2. A market gardener that I met at Bonehill Mill, very close, the same day 

said that the pond system for the bleach works and for Bonehill Mill had 

been built by Sir Robert Peel, those ponds together being 11 acres. 

3. It is widely known that Sir Robert Peel had textile mills in Fazeley, later 

acquired by Tolsons. See ww.fazeley.info/joe_hunter/themills.html 

for example which confirms that the cut for the bleach works and 

Bonehill Mill was made from the Bourne Brook. The writer of the article 

on that website, who was 88 in 2008, and had been employed by 



Tolsons, says “in my day the power [at the bleach works] was supplied 

by turbines”. He also gives interesting information about the process 

carried out.  

4. In an article in “Country Life” on 8th Feb 1968, Robert Sherlock reported 

that Staffordshire County Council had acquired fulling stocks from 

Bonehill Bleach works for the County Museum at Shugborough Hall. 

5. There are items on this mill at Staffs Record Office. 

John Bedington, 2019 

 

 

My pictures that go with this note: 

  B/W photos: Taken 10th April 1968 – ST60a, back of mill, seen across the 

pond; ST60b, tailrace. 

Colour slides: Taken 10th April 1968 – STx1, Tail side, showing wheel arch; STx2, 

Tail side of works (faulty picture) 

 


