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Harnestn.ne; the \1 ind . 

It '\ ac maeic ! ie clicked a ure.ofJ "knob l·y the doo11 <:!nd 
in the centre of the ceilinr nlo ~ed an electric 1i ht ! 

.vrue , i. t waPn' t o very brit;bt one arid the ahHde 
was mRde of a flattened coco~ tin nn inted dark green on top 
and ~bite underneath , ~ut it wan u real litht • 

.• o m0r(') candl(>t"J to rtnd by in bE"d , no ~melly oil 
1 umps to elt an , ,it..Ht pre Hu a switch :inf! there i>GS <3 light . 
11 c fE Lt vcr;r su pE'rior , -"or our li ~ht curne from a -.iindrni 11 
~t tbe E'nd of "'..hE' , '.T' ... !en . 

l c.;· n nnrer cc.;nc,Jber U.c t ir~e v.hen my father wasn' t 
l'J.[kirc A \inf!mill . t +'i1• sl. a n:iare bedroo:n Yas c:,;iven over 
to hi !:? anc r.iy bro .. her an ..... cnt to nleeu -..i th thE sound of 
h wnr:cr "'Tl'l .-1r" .'J it1 uu e eaL'~~ . .ven tua l ly th F v~ cicw: ~arts were 
t?!<lnOE'UVX'eP cw~.11 t i st u iru t.nd :Lin al l.v the mi 11 wae erected 
at thE bot10 o~ le gH~d~n . 

ror Pl1 old rmu ltl<.aed >hoto~!'a 1h th C" fir:;t nill 
80?.'IN''Prr.a l0 bC"' q~j te sMnl1 . It hnci canveA soilf> and was 
bolte~ dowr or 3 concr~tc baPe. 

Ii "•Os corn!)letf'ly t'm::ie - -:ade: :;ot her ' s ebJ- .~•iB7 

'1rovi d cd · vital oart , ar.: I'! i d an old .:>ram- whee 1 . •''Y father 
\ < t' an c~ 'l'in eE'r by '?rofe-zrion , bu t wof' also an exocrt 
carpenter ~n~ ev2~y dEtcil ~&a finirl ed with the ex4uisitP 
'>rcciFi n of t:-ic born crnftsrnan . 

L nu? >Ose it "c.ia uo111E 1\hf CE about 190£'' or9 th st the 
'Ti 11 ·.:~1s cleva ted to a ola tfor1J over mother ' ~ hen-house : 
this is the firat one I rrncnber . 

1 hE"rc:- h<.H1 a 'f'·m h1 i l' ·1t the back which faced the 
sails to ~indvard autoMatically , but i n trose early dayu a 
sudden chongc of .vind fro r say ;J • ...; . to ::, • ,, • l!light cause the 
mill to become 'tJil- winded ' . 
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Or Pucb occaoiona , if cy father wa~ away , mother 
had to climb u-p and turn th<: mill rouna· by hand to fac€ in 
the ri~ht direction . On one never-to-be-~orgotten day * a 
gale blew up an d though the br ake was on t he mill st:tarted 
to run . wy mother , real~sing the danger o~ over- heating, 
bravely climbEd up and r e l ea s ed the brake: to her horror 
The mi l l rac ed LHldly , the sai ls bleH off and landed some ili~:ira 

dist8nce away in a nei~hbour'e ~arden ! 

Le~end record~ that 8he feinted f~o~ the shock! 
Af' a r€sult of" tni.e it wan r<:aliPed that canvao sails .ere 
unsuitable and new louvred seils ( my f~tber preferred to 
call them'a~eene') , were planned . 

louvred sails have, of course, been used on wind-
mills for hundrEds of yearB . In 1966-7 Tf'le CO.Ul,'1' ~YPJ'.iA, 

published ~ photo~raDb of a mediaeval ~ost-mill c&rvcd on 
a bench- End at 'Bisho~J' ~~ Lydenrd in uome:.rRe-t with conventional 
louvred eailo . 

The new sf!i ls . hO\JEver, werE to be hil'1ged longi tudinall~ 
- -;"'y fathEr ' s inventi.on . ''he t wo· sides , known --rofEssionallv 
as the 'leadinG edge ' and the 'trailing edg~' , bent back 
aga i ns t D spri.ng a..1.d allonE~ th e wind to spill through them . 

They \A<?rE' mucb more flexibl<: than the old type of lli!ll"N 

canvas-covered ~sail which ha.a t o be rt'ef<?d, and 1: c:1·e difficult 
'nd fl,) expc:ri ence had :JhO, n, EVETl dan €rOUS 10 bandlE • 

Tbe lo~vrea Nere ell nadeby my father in bis work-
shop f•nfl I wvll rc:!!'1€1!:bf'r being sent to f ct ch him in to mea1.s, 

lo wh ich h e came vi th conc;idcrable r c: luctancc: ! 
l ncidcr1t '31. l y he \ .. ould never Bto :.> the r:ii 11 \"}i th the 

sweeps poplti oned thus but always '~oueh an old 
miller' a supEreti tion, like BO many o·I thes~ tradi tlons it 
had a practical b'laic., because it ler seTied the 1 E'vcrage and 
strain at th~ base of the sweeps . 



-3-

.1e movcl~ hol)~t: r'~ily frequently H d the mill moved 
with us ; in later y~ere it stood on the roof of father ' s 
\;orl\:sho o. 

In the c-arlie""' monti.iH ()f the 1g 1A-1 8 war German 
soi es 'f\ere believ<:d to be lurkin T br-hino rvcrr bl· Ah • .• e 
were li vinQ" at thot dnte on tlie <"llonc- s of 1 re tfo~ ' s Back , 
not far fro"':l <,u L1 dfor~ rit ~tion, and r·orH: p:d ri oti c i. ndi vidua l 
rcportcrt r.i.vs+eriou:> flunhi'1'1~ li ht<"l in thgt nei•;hbourbood -
obviously a ~PY ~Encin~ mc~~a~~~ to t~e c~eryy ! 

J.he ' f:li"ncls ' v''C'I'f' evE'ntunlly traced i o our cot tage 
by the oo lice , 1Jho di. :lCOverea that thE"y \: c:re c~u~. f'd by the 
sails of ti..E ·~i 11 ,:ip~; n r O"''f?T' tr~ 1 i ~hte <md uncovEred 
::;kvlight in fatt':er ' s '110rkqhop! 

After the ~sr 1e ~ovea q •oin , this tiilie to the 
country and or:ice more mill ·md wor<:shory wr.re ercteJ, t~e 
hous<: irerl up no tb€ li ts ,'Wi chr·1 or-. 

lt muot h ·1v €" be\n .; Y'I ... , the c·n·l;· ~ ) )0 ' s th:~ t my 
f ather went i :i tn t '; f' 'mill bu inefl' I :n 1-;~-.::>r $C: le . 

He dc:ve1oµt:<i r. big~r.,~ ·~n<1 better 1 ~11 11ic11 had 
far grt:atcr cacacit.' th~r. ou1~ horne- rr18dr:> ioPr-stic ill . 

~ firM i~ ~ao l Anrrlia unGertook the ~unufecture 
and t~e vni~uP reu1u:es .h.ch my ~gt~er had includEd were 
p9tented . 

~ 1he bat tery-clrn:r.,.rin~ syutem was .mr t iculo.rly 
advanced ot thdt a te . ~hr batt~ries - or accumulatorR, the 
te~m he or€ferred , werQ chareed in 'banks': vben the wind 
was sufficiently stron.: s s.itch was autornatic~l.l" thrown 
~hicr cnuhl~d the nccumulntors to be cbRrgc:a in double banks . 

~bis a llowed a m~ch wider range of wind-force to be 
uti 11 sea . 1 o t1uot (;- frOT'J the booklet \\hi ch waR published in 
192'3 " 'i'ht fo"'ce of the wind vnries cs the cubE of its 
velocity: tt~s the effect of a wind of 20 rn . p. h . is 0 t:mQn 
that of a 10 m. p . h . wind . dnd power is pr<:scnt ril.1oet 
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evC'ryv•hcL'c !lnd ie <'ree to be uned to e n e-xtent only 

limited by thF cnnaci t y of the ~ind~ill . lherc i n e saying 
a'1onp- millers that ' i.1-1ey are- able to grind f'ou r doys a wce4' 11 

• 

.1.hE'f'f' COl:irnercjril mill ~; h:ld onecially desit. n cd s~li ls 

~ J-;ich were streamlirn~a , on the 1rinci ,Jle of au airl.!raft 
propeller , ~;o ri vi:nG leEwrc ~,h~tv.ncc to i. he aiL' .n:d ~:. 11 owing 
a :fnnt E:' r revoluti on . . hey :~ere bo l lo.,. t.~n1.l !Jul 1 t of nlu[;)inium 
aheet in f ront ~nd rilver op~· cc et tb~ bee~ . 

-h<: :.1111:.J \';~l'E' bu;li. i.O .:.p~c~:f"ic:-:li.ior. :i,<' so~Je were 
erected 8.t coun1.r.v hou::;c;:; to ~U~) ,lv doroestitz l1i;ht and ~)Qwer . 

J SD<:cial ;.iill \<Em (i esigne d to rvn trie 1~mc:-L~ ~osta 

""np;i neering Sludge ;la:i t , and plonH Here arm~n ... ) ''or a farm 
mill ~hicb would ooerate a ~ilper , C~ke breake~ , Jbaff Juttcr , 
.,;orn.Intll and Sawbc:>nch ~.1."'l nE:l 1 fl~ i-_ot' t in[' the ilOuUE' ?nd 
farm bu1.ld.Lngs . 

':'h€ to\Afer of a mi 11 ErEctc:cl auout 19?6 at 1 .. yi;;oc1t 

in l•loi... cestcrshi'I'E still otardG , thou .h tht: s aiLJ md fani:a il 
bav~ gone . oc tbc nills \.'Ere b .... "'..lt o .:he .ini.J\\1Cd !>'.>lands, 
rinii thEre i A F-inother too;ii(:r · t .1uc.che.1th , net:- •UtlJfcrd . 

n·olAgh i1i:ufa .. dtr;.·xx ~trn:.\trr-:r:dn <1-J;:tx f' 1ect..ric light 
and newer bf'C9 'llf' uv3i lab1 e to man:1 homes i 1 the 1y30~- 8 , :n:y 
-ret'ber , -..hot J.t;d in 9 i'>, "id ::ot livt"' to se <; ev(~n rerr.o t c 
cott Hgc:s t~u nJlit"d · it:h electric coo'i:et's , ,,a:::;hcr:J nn~ tclevif3ion 
cets . l .s.m t:.U:rt· , ho· ever , thci r Ol/iners .. ere nEver ae f)roud 
as we w12 re when ·.,c av.i. tc!1€d on our very o.vn !.!.£.£.. home-ood e 
electric lir'1t ! 

Durin~ the miner ' f stri ke in 197 1 how I winhed I 
could s ti 11 ' harn<:ss the wind' to co1• e to my re l;cuc as I 
~trupglr~ with cnndles and a picnic ~tovc ! 

I am ind~bt~d to my brother c . T. 3urnc, for 811 thE 
tc:chnict:Jl cacriptions in thiu arlicle, t.nd to <!1' . H.E'x .• oiles 
t . l . ~cch . E . F. S .A. who holdo all rny father's drawings ~nd 
photographa for his help. ~r . ~ailes will be spe~kin about 
the mill ata convention o~ ' iLinologiats' in Iolland tn ~ay . 



Dear Mr . Wailes , 

Mr. & Mrs. MAURICE JONES 
CHURCH CORNER 

MUCH MARCLE 
LEDBURY 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
TEL: MUCH MARCLE 649 

19 January 1973 . 

I am sor ry to say I have had no luck with the 
article on my father ' s mill . I enclose the two r eplies I have 
had and am disgusted ~ith The Field as they have kept it six 
we eks and I don ' t believe they woul d have sent it back then -
I only received it this morning - i f I had not written t o ask 
i f they had i t in case it had been lost in the post . 

I have be en writing fo r over thirty years and 
usually find Editors courteou~ and business like . 

I gave them your address and have told them t hat 
I am sending the l etter on to you as I can ' t tell them anything 
about the Symposium , of course . 

A carbon copy of the arti cle is enclosed , though 
I may have made some small alterations in t he wor ding as I 
retyped it a f ter they sent the fi r st one back from The Coun t ry-
man . I have another copy so I shall not want it back, or the 
l et ters . I don ' t quite know where else to send it , if i t i s to 
be topical for the May issue there i s not much time l eft now the 
mont hly magazi nes which need a three months advance - whi ch is 
why I am so annoyed with The Field . I think my only hope i s 
to try a Surrey neriodical , nos t counties ~eem to have one now . 
I will try to find out from my brother. Unless you have any 
ideas? 

I hope you are able to do something for The Field 
on t he Sympo s ium , at least it will be some reward for your help 
to me ! I am afra id publishing anything except 9ornography is 
fraught with difficulty nowadays , the cost of printing is so 
high that printers will soon price themselves out of a job . I 
suppose we shall then subsidise the m on Social Security ! 

Yours sincerely , 

Lavender M. Jones . 

P . S . I remember my father saying of Lloyd Geor ge when he first 
brought in Nat ional In surance - ' t hat man ought to be hanged , 
drawn and quartered ! ' and as you know I am sure , he couldn ' t 
kill a fly ! 
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