
Text of relevant part of an email from ElizabethTrout of the Mills Archive to 
John Bedington on 8th January 2019 re Kings Bromley mill 
 
 
I do a lot of research on millers using genealogical databases and online 
newspaper databases.  Here is a brief potted history of Edwin Hitchenor using 
records found on Ancestry but Find My Past is equally good, particularly as it 
has access to the British Newspaper Archive:   
 
Edwin Hitchenor was born c1845 at Hydes Lea, Castle Church, Staffordshire, 
the son of William Hitchenor, a farmer.  By the time he was 16 (1861 census) 
Edwin was still at home working as a millwright with his uncle Joseph 
Cartwright, who was living with them.  Edwin is still at home and recorded as a 
millwright in the 1871 census.  By 1881, he was working as a Miller Foreman 
living at Mill End, Alrewas, near Lichfield, with his wife and four children.  He 
was probably working for his uncle Joseph Cartwright who was the Miller and 
Farmer employing six men and one boy.  At some point between 1881 and 
1891, he moved to Church Farm, Kings Bromley where he remained as miller 
and farmer until his death on 18 June 1922.  Looking at the birthdates and 
birthplaces of his children, William aged 5 was born at Alrewas c1886 whilst 
Eliza aged 2 was born at Kings Bromley c1889 which means that they moved to 
Kings Bromley between c1887/1888.  An obituary appeared in the Lichfield 
Mercury on 23 June 1922.   
 
 
 
 

Text of relevant part of email from Elizabeth Trout of Mills Archive 
to John Bedington on 15th January 2019 re Kings Bromley Corn Mill 
 
 
 

Dear John 
 
Thanks for the update on the Hitchenors at Kings Bromley.  I’ve just had a look 
at the 1939 Register produced just before WWII.  This provides an address, the 
names of the people in the house with accurate dates of birth and 
occupation.    
 
William Hitchenor and his family were living in Manor Road was born on 13 
July 1885 and he is described here in 1939 as Miller and Waterman (T C 



B).  Now I wonder whether that stands for Trent Canal Board as the River Trent 
runs through Kings Bromley.  A waterman was someone who carried 
passengers in their boat (I have watermen in my family).  Living with William 
were Elizabeth, his wife (Mrs Hitchenor whom you spoke to) and their sons 
Edwin and Arthur.  Edwin, born in 1924 was a joiner’s apprentice, whilst Arthur 
aged 8 was at school.   
 
I had a quick look to see where William was in the 1901 and 1911 censuses and 
he was at Kings Bromley helping his father.  In fact in the 1911 census, there 
were 10 people living at the mill: Edwin and his wife Mary Harriet, three sons, 
two daughters, daughter-in-law, mother-in-law and granddaughter!  William 
married Elizabeth Pritchard in 1923.  
 

[TBC in fact stood for Trent Catchment Board. I imagine “waterman“ in this 

context means someone employed to maintain the river (banks etc) JB] 

 


