
Stour tributaries – from Iwerne Coutney to Melbury Abbas, Dorset 

 
Mills in the eastern part of the Blackmore Vale 
 
 

River Iwerne 

 
Shroton Mill, Iwerne Courtney 
ST 8613 1233 
 
Shroton Mill was extant in 1754. 1 James Scard of Child Okeford insured the mill, mill-house and 
bakery in 1805 for a total of £300: ‘all brick and stone built and tiled’. 2 The lease  was for auction in 
1812 ‘Comprising all those capital Flour Mills, .. a neat Dwelling-house, a new-built Bake-house, 
stabling for six horses, piggeries and other convenient outhouses .. leasehold, held under Lord Rivers’. 
3 John Fry was miller in 1829. 4  
From at least 1851 until the late 1860s Charles Burt, a native of East Knoyle, Wiltshire, was miller 
here. By 1861 he was a widower and his sister-in-law Fanny Fry kept house. By 1871, aged 65, he 
had retired, but remained, living in the mill house with Fanny. 5 Frank Sloper (1849-1936) and his 
family were established by 1886 when he sought ‘Lad, (strong) .. who has some knowledge of mill 
work, and make himself generally useful. Must have good character ..’ 6. By 1891 his nephew, Tom, 
14, was working in the mill. Frank Sloper was another Wiltshire man, who was born at Great 
Cheverill. 7 
The mill had ceased work before 1920 and reputedly had had a turbine installed some time before 
closure. It no longer exists. 8 
 
1 DoHC - D/PIT/T382 
2 Royal Exchange Fire Insurance Policy 215435. Transcribed by H E S Simmons 
3 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 20 April 1812 p 2 
4 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 13 July 1829 p 3 col 1 
5 Iwerne Courtney census returns for 1851, 1861 and 1871 
6 Western Chronicle 18 June 1886 p 4 col 1 
7 Iwerne Courtney census 1891 
8 Addison, Joseph and Wailes, Rex, Addendum to Dorset Water-Mills,  
 Trans. Newcomen Society. Vol. 36, 1963-4 
 
Oyles Mill, Iwerne Minster 
ST 834167 
 
John Fry milled here in the mid-nineteenth century. 1 By 1861 he was also farming 409 acres, 
employing 24 labourers 2 and it seems that by 1851 he had delegated milling to Thomas Jerrett, 44, 
who had been employed by him for 20 years. 3 Jerrett was a witness in a court case in 1862, when 
another employee of Fry’s, George Wareham, was accused of taking money owed to the miller, for a 
bag of flour worth £2 4s, delivered to a customer at Stourpaine. Wareham was committed for trial at 
the Assizes. 4 In 1839 he had advertised for ‘a steady and industrious miller .. none need apply who  
cannot bring testimonials about character’: not long before Jarrett began work at the mill.  5  Richard 
Tuffin, son of Jeremiah Tuffin of Farrington Mill, milled and farmed here in 1895. 6 The following year 
he sold all his stock and equipment at Oyles Mill including 40 sacks of corn, sack trucks, a platform 
weighing machine, weights, a miller’s wagon, a brown cart mare, ‘also a very useful four-year old 
dark brown Hackney filly .. a rick of well-made new meadow hay ..’. 7 He was followed by the Green 



brothers – Frank and Leonard. In 1901 their father ran the grocery shop in the village. By 1911 they 
were based at Brookman’s Farm, with their widowed mother; Leonard focused on running the mill. 8    
In 1952 the County Planning Officer reported: ‘Oyles Mill. An attractive row of buildings in 
eighteenth-century brick and tile. Nothing remains of wheel or machinery in the mill house [ie mill] 
and the pond is silted up’. In the 1960s the pond and leat were filled in. The wheelpit survives near 
the entrance to the house: the waterwheel would have been breastshot or high breastshot. 9 
Group Captain Gerald Livock (1897-1989) owned the property in 1956. He had served with the Royal 
Naval Air Service in the First World War, later flew long-distance flying boats and in the Second 
World War was commander of an RAF station in Malta. He was also a cricketer – playing for 
Middlesex in 1927 - and an archaeologist. 10 
 
1 Directories from 1830-1867 
2 Iwerne Minster census 1861  
3 Iwerne Minster census  1851; Salisbury and Winchester Journal 27 December 1862 p 6 col 1  
  [Blandford Agricultural Society awards] 
4 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 1 February 1862 p 7 
5 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 30 September 1839 
6 Kelly’s Directory 
7 Western Gazette 14 August 1896 p 1 
8 Iwerne Minster census 1901, 1911 
9 Visit by Derek Stidder and Colin Smith, July 2014 
10 Detailed entry in Wikipedia 
 

Cookwell Brook 

 
Okeford Mill, Okeford Fitzpaine 
ST 811110 
 
Okeford Mill was powered by the Cookwell Brook and was at work in the eighteenth century. It is of 
brick and tile and the structure dates from that era but by 1952 the mill had been converted to a 
cow-stall. 1 It was one of a number of mills belonging to the Pitt-Rivers estate. 2 
John Crew (1811-1874) was miller from at least 1841 to 1855. 3 In the years 1867 to 1881 Alfred 
Cooke milled here. In 1881 he was listed as a ‘master miller’ and farmed eight acres; he was helped 
by his son Walter, 16, in running the mill. 4 Tom Hilliar (1856-1942) was possibly the last to run the 
mill. His wife produced ten offspring and their second son Frank, 16, worked in the mill in 1911. 
Another son, Frederick, enlisted in the Army and was killed at Ypres in May 1915. 5 Milling had 
ceased by 1920 and Tom retired in 1933 when there was a sale of farm implements including a 
portable oil engine. 6 Latterly a turbine had also provided power but it was too difficult to remove 
and remains buried, but plans for the installation of a turbine survive, by Lott and Walne, 
ironfounders of Dorchester. 7 By 1961 all other machinery had been removed. 8 

 

1 Dorset County Planning Officer’s report, 1952 
2 Pitt-Rivers estate deeds, DoHC - D/PIT/T248 
3 Okeford Fitzpaine census, 1851, 1861 and Kelly’s Directory 
4 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 1 February 1862 p 7 
4 Okeford Fitzpaine census, 1881; directories 
5 Okeford Fitzpaine census, 1911; Ancestry.com 
6 Kelly’s Directory; Western Gazette 15 September 1933 p 1 
7 Dorset County Planning Officer’s report, 1952;  
 photographs of plans for turbine by Joseph Addison - copies at The Mills Archive 
8 Rex Wailes note 



 

Millbrook 

 
Child Okeford Mill, Child Okeford 
ST 833130~ 
 
This is rather an elusive site but several properties in Child Okeford village have names such as 
Millbrook House; Millbrook Laundry House; Millbrook Farm. And a street off Gold Hill is named 
Millbrook, near the confluence of two streams - the possible mill site. These imply the village had a 
watermill at one time.  There was no miller in 1861 but in 1891, George Cox, 55, a miller, was living 
in the village with his wife and grand-daughter. A miller’s carter, Harry Stokes, 42, was also a 
resident. 1 No trace of the mill exists today. 2 
 
1 Child Okeford census 1861, 1891.  
2 Visit by Derek Stidder 
 

Fontmell Brook 

 
Tucking Mill called Little Fontmell Mill, Fontmell Parva 
Location not known precisely 
 
Extant in the eighteenth century. 1 Shown on Isaac Taylor’s detailed map of Dorset, published in 
1765, powered by the Fontmell Brook, recorded as ‘Little Funt Mill’. 
 
1 DoHC - D-TCW/T-Deeds 
 
Farrington Mills, Iwerne Courtney 
ST 842154 
 
Possibly an ancient site as it is just inside the parish boundary, suggesting the boundary took account 
of the mill. This was a grain mill on the left bank of the brook, with a leat feeding a millpond. A Child 
Okeford farmer, Jno Rossiter, insured the mill and dwelling house ‘brick and mud built and thatched, 
situate at Child Okeford, £110’. 1 The mill is clearly in Iwerne Courtney parish; possibly an error by 
the insurer’s book-keeper.  The mill and mill-house appear as a long range in the Ordnance Survey 
map of 1887. 
 
Jeremiah Tuffin (1807-1887) was the Farrington miller in the decades 1841-1881. His sons worked 
the mill with him: Frank (38) and Jeremiah (22) in 1881 and then following his death Frank, Richard 
and Jeremiah ran it for their widowed mother Elizabeth. 2 In 1891 Jeremiah junior gave notice that 
he would not be answerable for any debts incurred by his brothers and indicated that he had moved 
to Woodbridge Mills.3 
 
By 1901 Frank Tuffin (1843-1908) was living at Beer Street, Yeovil, described as a retired former 
publican. 4 He died aged 65, in Dorset. Other members of the family milled here – Michael Tuffin in 
1895 and another Frank Tuffin in 1911. 5 The mill’s more recent history is unknown. 
 
1 Royal Exchange Fire Insurance Policy 67544, transcribed by H E S Simmons, Watermills of Dorset 
2 Iwerne Courtney census returns from 1841-1891 
3 Western Gazette 8 May 1891p 1 
4 Yeovil census, 1901 
5 Kelly’s Directory 1895; Iwerne Courtney census 1911 



 
Pegg’s Mill, Iwerne Minster 
ST 851155 
 
Early in the sixteenth century Robert le Pegg was granted permission to build a mill and millhouse 
and take land at Iwerne Minster ; this is probably the site. 1 The cottage here is of brick, laid header 
bond, with tiled roofs, and dates from a year or two before 1774. The water mill adjoins the house 
and has ashlar walls and a tiled roof. It was built in about 1800. 2 
In 1861 Richard Crocker was running the mill and was farming 252 acres at Pegg’s Marsh with six 
men and four boys: his nephew John, 17, from Edinburgh, worked in the mill. Richard was 57 in 1871 
and still farming. Richard J Crocker, (1844-1901), another Edinburgh relative, ran the mill. 3 His wife, 
Jessie, died aged 43, in 1883, 4 but he continued as miller until at least 1891. 5 George Hooper arrived 
in 1905 and his grandson was still at Pegg’s Farm Mill in 1987. 6 
At some stage a small turbine was installed and in 1952 this was being used to generate electricity 
and to crush cake for cattle feed. 7 In 1987 the 12ft dia. all-iron overshot waterwheel was being used 
for cake crushing via line shafting and belting and the turbine and generator had fallen out of use. 8 

 

 
1 Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, Mills Section tour notes 1987 
2 County Planning Officer’s report, 1952; Salisbury Journal 8 July 1774 
3 Iwerne Minster census returns 1861-1881 
4 Western Gazette 10 August 1883 p 1 col 1 
5 Iwerne Minster census 1891 
6 Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, Mills Section tour notes 1987 
7 County Planning Officer’s report, 1952 
8 Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, Mills Section tour notes 1987; Hampshire Mills  
 Group visit 1992 
 
Hurdles Mill, Fontmell Magna 
ST 8560 1687 
 
Known as Hurls Mill in the eighteenth century, it was leased by Arundel of Wardour to George 
Vincent and his sons George and John in 1724, who ran it as a fulling mill. 1 In the same century Isaac 
Vincent, presumably a relative, operated an edge-tool mill here, where trip hammers were used for 
forging and water-powered grindstones for finishing and sharpening. Members of the Lawrence 
family were based at the mill later in that century – Joseph Lawrence (1747-1797), followed by 
Joseph Lawrence (1789-1853) and his son, Stephen Lawrence (1817-1893), 2 who was recorded as a 
blacksmith in 1851. 3 
From 1809 the property belonged to banker Richard Carr Glyn. The Glyn family sold the estate 
including the mill site – now part of the 40-acre Hurdles Farm – in 1926. The farm went for £1,650. 4 
 
1 Wiltshire and Swindon Heritage Centre 2667/1/18/35 of 1724 and 2667/1/18/134 of 1768;  
 DoHC – D-GLY/C/T/18 for 1724 and 1798. 
2 www.fontmellmagna.net/2004/08/mills-in-fontmell-magna 
3 Fontmell Magna census 1851 for ‘Hurdles’ 
4 Fontmell Magna village web site; Western Gazette 4 June 1926 p 6 
 
Piper’s Mill, Fontmell Magna 
ST 8577 1703 
 
The following notice appeared in 1795: ‘Flour Mill, to be Sold by Auction .. All that spacious and new-
erected Flour Mill, situated at Fontmell Magna .. with a neat and convenient Dwelling-house and 



orchard pleasantly situated and nearly adjoining the mill .. held under the Right Hon Lord Arundel, by 
copy of court roll ..NB the mill is in complete repair and will grind ten loads of wheat a week, having a 
constant supply of water and regular custom for flour ..’ 1 Others think this description relates to 
Piper’s Mill. The building remains today, of two stories with attics, a facade of coursed stone, and a 
tiled roof. 2 

 
The mill was to let in 1829: ‘.. All that old-established flour and grist mill, called Piper’s Mill, situate at 
Fontmell Magna, with three pair of stones and a sufficient supply of water for grinding from 10 to 12 
loads of wheat weekly, with 7 acres of Meadow Land .. for further particulars apply to Mr John 
Lawrence, the owner ..Rent to be £80 per annum; if a respectable tenant, for a term, £70 ..’ 3 
 
Joseph Lawrence (1820-1895) was miller and farmer in the decades 1861-1891. 4 He employed 
Thomas Chaldecott to work the mill. Chaldecott was still grinding grain here in 1911, aged 68. He 
had worked as a journeyman miller in Yetminster in 1871, where he met his wife Julia. He died of a 
heart attack in 1913, having recently moved to Maiden Newton. 5 Lawrence farmed 17 acres 3 and 
following his death his livestock was for sale: cows, cart horses and five ‘bacon’ pigs. 6  He was 
followed by James W Baker, ‘a well-known pig dealer’ who was here from 1899 until 1927 by which 
time the mill, for all intents and purposes, had ceased to function. But it was active in 1904 when 
Baker advertised for a carter: ‘.. Wanted at once. Cottage and Garden. Good wages to trusty man’. 7 
The water-mill, house, outbuildings, cottages and 25 acres of pasture and orchard were for sale in 
1926 at £2,290, freehold. 8 
 
Baker had rented the mill and farm from the estate of Sir Richard Glyn for £80 per annum, but for 
many years a rent of only £32 had been paid. The farm was bought by T R Burgee of Bournemouth in 
Michaelmas 1927 and he served notice on the tenant, Baker. These facts emerged in a court case in 
May 1928 where arbitration was sought. Baker claimed that  the property had always been an 
agricultural holding and that the mill was only let incidentally to the land whereas the landlord 
argued that the property was not an agricultural holding and the main purpose was the letting of the 
mill and the letting of the land was incidental. In the last year of his tenancy Baker had been unable 
to grist meal as the landlord had failed to keep the mill in working order. The judge found that the 
premises were an agricultural holding and that the mill premises were merely incidental in the 
letting. The tenancy agreement showed that the letting was pastoral land. 9 
It may be that Mr Burgee put the mill up for sale following the court case. 10 The waterwheel had 
been removed by 1952 and the tiled roof had been replaced. By 1963 the building was derelict 
although machinery remained. 11 Restoration to the fabric of the mill has since taken place and it is 
Listed Grade II; its watercourse had been diverted by 1983. 12 
 
1 Sherborne Mercury 9 November 1795 
2 The Royal Commission on Historical Monuments in Dorset, Volume 4 North, HMSO 1972 
3 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 26 October 1829 p 1 
4 Yetminster census returns  
5 Yetminster census return 1871; Fontmell Magna census returns 1881, 1891, 1911;  

Western Gazette 16 May 1913 p 3 [death] 
6 Western Chronicle 12 July 1895 p 1 col 1 
7 Western Gazette xx 1904 
8 Western Gazette 17 September 1926 p 9 
9 Western Gazette 11 May 1928 p 3 
10 DoHC - D/RUT/A/39/11 of 16 June 1928 – Sale particulars 
11 County Planning Officer’s report, 1952; Addison and Wailes, Dorset Watermills, Trans. Newcomen 
  Society, vol 35, 1962-1963, 209 
12 K Fry, County Planning Office, 1983 



 
Crown Brewery, Fontmell Magna 
ST 
 
Stands by the Fontmell Brook. Operational from 1828 to 1904 when it was put up for sale with 21 
tied public houses. How was it powered?  
 
 
Lower Mill or Town Mill, Fontmell Magna 
ST 8658 1704 
 
Watermill Cottage in Church Street, just north-east from the church, stands on the site of Lower Mill. 
It was powered by an undershot waterwheel fed by a millpond on the Fontmell Brook. It was 
apparently a grain mill but at some stage converted to sawing timber, and remained in use well into 
the twentieth century. The waterwheel was also said to power machinery in nearby Moore’s Farm 
by means of drive-shafts. 1 Its millpond, in the centre of the village, is shown on the 1900/1901 25-in 
Ordnance Survey map, but the mill is not marked. In 1841 the Fontmell census recorded ‘Tucking 
Mill’ next to North Street, so it is possible that this was the site and that fulling had been carried out 
in earlier centuries.  
The cottage is Listed Grade II. 2 
 
1 www.fontmellmagna.net/2004/08/mills-in-fontmell-magna/ 
2 Historic England listing 
 

Collyer’s Brook 

 
Middle Mill, Fontmell Magna 
ST 8700 1680 
 
Middle Mill stood by Mill Street and was powered by a millpond on Collyer’s Brook. It was to let in 
1832:  
‘All that well-accustomed Flour and Grist Mill, known by the name of Middle Mill, situate at Fontmell 
Magna .. driving two pair of stones, with a never-failing supply of water; a Dwelling House, excellent 
Gardens, Orchard .. For further particulars apply to Mr Hussey on the premises’. 1 
William Ralph (1799-c1858) was here in 1851, running the mill with his three teenage sons, William, 
22, Robert, 18 and Frederick, 13. 2 By 1855 young William and his brother Frederick were in charge 
of the mill. They were here in 1871 but in 1881 William had retired to Charlotte Terrace, 
Southampton, aged 51. The mill was then occupied by Julia Pope and her sister but two doors away 
lived Robert Cousins, 24, a miller, who was a native of Castle Cary. 3 It is not known when milling 
ceased, but in 1891 Cousins was employed at the brewery as an engineer. 4 
Today the millpond, mill dam and sluices survive, but the mill-house was burnt down in 1907. 5 
 
A sae notice from 1831 may refer to this mill, or possibly to Woodbridge Mill or Lower Mill: ‘Auction 
.. All that old and well-accustomed water grist or fulling mill with garden and orchard .. one close of 
pasture or meadow called Rack Close and one piece on the west side called Rack Close .. premises for 
many years occupied by Mr Joseph Bishop as a general miller ..’. The lands known as Rack Close 
indicate that this was once a fulling mill; the racks were where cloths were dried and stretched on 
tenterhooks. 6 Middle Mill was long associated with the Bishop and Hussey families. 7 The Fontmell 
Magna tithe map and apportionment may help to establish the location of this mill, by identifying 
Rack Close. 
 



1 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 5 March 1832 p 1 
2 Fontmell Magna census 1851 
3 Trade directory; Fontmell Magna census returns 1871, 1881; and Southampton census 1881; 
4 Fontmell census 1891 
5 www.fontmellmagna.net/2004/08/mills-in-fontmell-magna/ 
6 Dorset County Chronicle 1 September 1831 p 1 
7 Marchington, Derek, and Smalley, John: www.fontmellmagna.net/2004/08/mills-in-fontmell-
magna/ 
 
Higher Mill or Springhead Mill, Fontmell Magna 
ST 8731 1691 
 
A number of springs gush out from the foot of Fontmell Down to supply the mill’s pond. Higher Mill 
or Estmill or Springhead Mill, as it is now known, is situated upstream from Middle Mill, on Mill 
Street. 
Henry Monkton operated a fulling mill here in 1665. By the late eighteenth century it had been  
converted to grind grain and was owned and run by Samuel Hussey and later by his sons Richard and 
Joseph. 1 Robert Hussey was miller and farmer from 1832. 2 The mill was offered to let in 1847. 3 In 
1848 Hussey decided to give up business and all his farm stock and mill stock was put up for auction 
including 80 sacks of wheat, 30 quarters of barley, 10 quarters of oats and a wheat-rick containing 
about 30 sacks. Farm animals included six dairy cows, a barrener and a yearling heifer; a horse and a 
pony. Equipment included two wagons, a chaff-cutter, a cider-mill and press, a cheese press and 
vats. In addition seven hogsheads of cider with vats were on offer. 4 
Charles Godwin resided at Higher Mill in 1851, described as miller, maltster and brewer, employing 
12 men. One of his servants was Joseph Ryall, 23, a local man, who worked as miller’s carter. 5 Many 
years later, in 1923, he recalled his working years. He was the youngest of a family of ten, and 
blessed with good heath and an iron constitution throughout his life. He was always associated with 
horses and for the greater part of his working life worked as a miller’s carter. He was often up at two 
in the morning, journeying out to Sherborne, Wincanton, or Stalbridge. 6  
Frederick Good Miles farmed and milled at Higher Mill from at least 1855 to 1875. 7 The estate was 
offered on lease in 1882: ‘.. Higher Mills, Fontmell Magna, contains three pairs of stones, fitted with 
all modern machinery; never failing supply of water; good Dwelling-House and Premises. 90 acres of 
very productive Land can be rented with the above if desired. Apply to Mr H J Rickman, Oakfield, 
Blandford’. 8 
 
Milling may have ceased in 1881. Shown as Higher Mill (Corn) on the Ordnance Survey Map for 
1886-1887, the second edition 25-in map recorded the site as ‘Spring Head Works’ (Engineering)’. 
Established here, possibly in the early 1890s, John Walter Flower, a brewer and maltster and his 
neighbour Augustus Flower, brewer’s engineer, manufactured automatic filling and corking 
machines, until operations were moved to Wimborne in 1906. 9 It seems the premises were 
reconstructed in stone, brick and slate towards the end of the nineteenth century, and it was 
possibly then or a little later that a turbine was installed. The waterwheel and machinery were 
retained. 10 
In 1926 Higher Mill House and 10 acres were sold for £1,400, having formed a small part of Sir 
Richard Glyn’s estates. 11 The mill and millhouse became a private residence in 1911. Rolph and 
Marabel Gardiner bought the estate in 1933. Gardner was a founder member of the Soil Association 
and an early pioneer of organic farming. He died in 1973 and his family established the Springhead 
Trust, which runs the estate today. It is a study centre for creative and sustainable living. 12 
The waterwheel was in working order in 1952 and was being used to drive a circular saw. 13 By 1992, 
when Tony Yoward visited, the mill machinery seen in 1963 had been removed. He described the 
turbine as ‘[located] between the spillway and the race below the building. It is a double vertical with 



a horizontal gate and a 15-in supply pipe and two draught tubes below the turbine ..’ He suggested 
that this turbine replaced an earlier installation. 
 
 
1 Springhead Trust web site; www.fontmellmagna.net/2004/08/mills-in-fontmell-magna/ 
2 Springhead Trust web site; Fontmell Magna census 1841 
3 Western Gazette 3 April 1847 [DS] 
4 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 11 March 1848 p 3 
5 Fontmell Magna census 1851 
6 Western Gazette 7 September 1923 p 5 
7 Local directories; Fontmell Magna census returns 1861, 1871 
8  Salisbury and Winchester Journal 25 February 1882 p 5 
9 Brocklebank, Joan, John Walter Flower MBE, 1857-1941. Booklet. J W Flower was well  

established at Fontmell – he was living at Cross Street in 1881 and was recorded as  
brewer and maltster at the Brewery in 1891. Fontmell Magnus census returns 1881,1891.  

10 County Planning Officer’s report 1952; Addison and Wailes, Dorset Watermills, 1963 
11 Western Gazette 4 June 1926 p 6 
12 springheadtrust.org.uk 
13 County Planning Officer’s report 1952 
 
Manor Farm, Fontmell Magna 
ST 8688 1780 
 
A millpond exists here. In 1932 the Barnes family of Compton Abbas put the farm’s livestock up for 
sale. The farm had formed part of Sir Richard Glyn’s extensive estate – 5,550 acres – from 1809. 1 In 
1805 the farm, including Fontmell Down, contained 477 acres. 2 No more is known about water-
power at this site. 3 
 
1 DoHC - D1355/6; Historic England Archive SC00301 
2 Star, London - 4 April 1805 p 4 last col 
3 www.fontmellmagna.net/2004/08/mills-in-fontmell-magna/ 
 

Manston Brook 

 
Manston Mill, Manston 
ST 820153 
 
There was a mill here in the seventeenth century 1 and it may even have been a Domesday site, 
when two mills were recorded in the parish. The cartographer Isaac Taylor marked the mill on his 
map of Dorset published in 1765. In 1886 it was shown as an un-named ‘Corn Mill’, with the miller’s 
house in one range, close to Manston Farm. The Manston Brook ran in from the north east and was 
embanked on the approach to the mill, impounding water to power the mill machinery. 2 Milling had 
ceased by 1900: ‘Corn Mill (disused)’ appeared on the second edition Ordnance Survey map of 
1900/1902. It is thought the mill was demolished by 1910.  
 
Miller Thomas Duffet sold his live and dead stock to pay creditors in 1817 – ‘several dozen of flour 
and corn sacks’, three cart horses, a wagon and a cart and a rick of hay; bushel and peck measures; 
fishing nets. Household furniture included at least one four-poster bed. 3 
 
John Jeffery owned Manston Mill in 1839 and Eli Sharp was the miller. 4 Jeffery died and his wife 
Mary, 64 in 1851, ran the mill with her son John, 33. 5 In 1855 she decided to sell all her live and 



dead stock, dairy utensils and household furniture. 6 Eli Sharp, who was her son-in-law, was re-
established as miller in 1861. 7 Sharp advertiser for a miller in 1865: ‘Wanted immediately, a steady 
man, as a grinder and stone dresser, in doors, good wages. Must produce good character’. 8 
 
In 1870 the freehold mill was for sale by auction. It then had two pairs of stones and came with 
house, outbuildings, yard, garden and two closes of orchard. Eli Sharp still occupied the premises as 
tenant. 9 
Mr Genge of the Estate Office, Shaftesbury, advertised the premises to let in 1883, when only one 
pair of stones remained in working order. 10 
 
1 Mill relating or belonging to the Pitt-Rivers estate 1650-1682. DoHC - D/PIT/T408 
2 Ordnance Survey map published 1885, 25-in  
3 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 29 December 1817 p 2 
4 Manston tithe map and apportionment 1839; Manston census 1841 
5 Manston census 1851 
6 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 22 December 1855 p 2 col 1 
7 Manston census 1841 
8 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 2 September 1865 p 5 last col 
9 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 5 February 1870 p 4 
10 Western Gazette 17 August 1883 p 4 
 

Sturkel Brook 

 
Woodbridge Mill, Fontmell Magna 
ST 8465 1827 
 
The mill was powered by water from two streams – the Sturkel and the Twyford Brook, with the 
Sturkel providing a large millpond. 1 It was a grain mill and survives today, of three stories: random 
stone walls and a modern Mansard-type half-hipped slate roof. 2 
 
Richard Bishop of Hartgrove was Woodbridge miller in 1830. In 1839 he and John Bishop, a surgeon 
of Russell Square, London, transferred the mill’s lease to Jeremy Waring, together with land in 
Hartgrove, a dairy house and closes. But Bishop was still at Woodbridge in 1841, listed as yeoman 
rather than miller. 3 
 
From about 1842 milling was carried on by Job Rose and his brother Robert. The partnership was 
dissolved in 1848 4 and Job Rose, a large, imposing, reputedly thirty-stone individual, continued as 
miller until his death in February 1871. 5 He was 56, and he was buried at the Methodist Chapel, 
Hartgrove. 6 His widow, Hannah, 55, ran the mill with her sons Tom, 26, and Charles, 24, in 1871. 7 
Tom Rose was miller in 1875. 8  
 
Charles Rose was miller by 1877, the year he married Fanny Campbell of Shaftesbury, a publican’s 
daughter. 9 He was a litigious individual: in 1879 he sued a defendant over a sailcloth he had lent but 
had been returned damaged. He was awarded 30 shillings damages and the defendant was to keep 
the cloth. In 1880 he summoned George Brockway, an Iwerne Minster grocer, for using abusive 
language and was himself summoned by Brockway for a similar offence at Shaftesbury. 10 He died in 
1884, aged about 37, and there was a court case to recover £20 annuity in arrears from his widow, 
due to his mother, the plaintiff. 11 In 1887 G C Day, of the Estate Office, Woodbridge, advertised the 
mill and lands to be let: ‘.. the water power suffices for three pairs of stones and a good trade is 
carried on ..’. 12 The mill had briefly been run by Richard John Jesse, trading as Jesse Bros, but by 
early that year he had become bankrupt. 13 Job Moyle was miller in 1891, assisted by his nephew 



Sydney May. Ten years later Moyle was 61, a widower, living in Lambeth, London, working as a corn 
chandler’s manager. 14 Jeremiah Tuffin junior moved here from Farrington Mills and in 1891 married 
Miss Dowding of the Seymer Arms, Shillingstone. 15 In 1894 Tuffin was ordered to pay damages to 
Philip Short, a Shaftesbury coachbuilder, for damages to a trap Short had lent him. 16 William Jesse 
(1856-1905) was miller in the years 1899-1903. In 1902 he advertised for a farm labourer. 17 The 
premises were to let in 1905 with 15 acres of grazing land, three acres of orchard, and a cottage to 
go with the mill: ‘.. the present tenant, who is doing a good trade, has taken a larger holding..’. 18 
 
The Glyn estate, including Woodbridge Mill, Gears Mill and French Mill, was sold off in July 1919. 
Woodbridge Mill and 18 acres went for £1,250 to Mr Tapper. The tenant at the time was Mr Gillett. 
19 
John Tapper lived at Woodbridge Mill from 1919 to 1947. He died in 1949 aged 95. His wife Kate, 
was one of Job Rose’s daughters. She died in 1936. Their son ran the property as a farm in 1931.  
The machinery was still in situ when Joseph Addison and Rex Wailes called in 1962; the mill was then 
regarded as derelict but the waterwheel was workable. 20 When a party of molinologists visited in 
1987 Woodbridge had a home-made hybrid waterwheel 11ft by 3ft, used to generate electricity via a 
collection of modern and home-made gears and pulleys. 21 
In 1985 the mill was Listed Grade II. There were further sales of the property in 1977 and 1980. In 
1999 plans were afoot to completely convert the mill into residential accommodation. It had been 
partly used as a home before the Second World War. 22  
According to Derek Stidder, who spoke with the owner, the mill dates from about 1820; the 
waterwheel was breastshot and the mill ceased work in about 1914. Some machinery survives. 23 
 
1 Ordnance Survey Map, 25-in, 1900/1901 
2 RCHM; Newman, J, and Pevsner, N, The Buildings of England: Dorset, 1972 p 208 
3 DoHC – D-GLY/1500 and D-GLY/1645; Fontmell Magna census 1841 
4 London Gazette 31 August 1849 - transcribed by Tony Yoward. [or 1848?] 
5 Western Gazette 17 February 1871 p 8 
6 www.fontmellmagna.net/2004/08/mills-in-fontmell-magna/ 
7 Fontmell Magna census 1871 
8 Local directory, transcribed by Tony Yoward 
9 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 1 September 1877 p 8 last col 
10 Western Gazette 15 August 1879 p 7-8; Salisbury and Winchester Journal 24 July 1880 p 7 
11 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 6 December 1884 p 7 
12 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 5 March 1887 p 4 
13 The Miller, 4 April 1887 
14 Fontmell Magna census 1891; Lambeth census 1901 
15 Western Gazette 8 May 1891 p 1 last col; 29 May 1891 p 7 
16 Western Gazette 26 January 1894 p 3 [court case] 
17 Local directories transcribed by Tony Yoward; Western Gazette 4 April 1902 p 6 
18 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 26 August 1905 p 4 
19 Western Gazette 11 July 1919 p 10 
20 Addison, Joseph, and Wailes, Rex, Dorset Watermills, Trans. Newcomen Society 1962-3, 211 
21 Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. Mills Section Tour, Dorset, 1987 
22 DoHC - D-DSP/71/7 & 8 & 10; historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1110214; sale  
 in 1951 
 Yorkshire Post 4 July 1951 p 6 [5 bedrooms, bathroom, 3 reception rooms, etc] 
23 Derek Stidder visit circa 2014 
 
Gear’s Mill, Cann 
ST 8611 2100 
 



The large millpond here had partially silted up by 1900; the mill was marked on the large-scale 
Ordnance Survey map published in 1901, but its function was not indicated. It had probably ceased 
work. In 1919 Gear’s Mill was sold together with Allen’s Farm to Dorset County Council. 1 Was this so 
that the council could develop a sewage farm to serve Shaftesbury? A sewage farm exists nearby. 
There were five mills closely sited below the spring at Melbury Abbas and this was the lowest of the 
five. They probably found a ready market for their flour and meal at Shafesbury, about two miles to 
the north. 
So far the mill’s history has proved curiously elusive. Archives searched have proved devoid of 
information, with the exception of the auction catalogue from 1919 featuring the sale of extensive 
estates – just under 5,500 acres – owned by the family of Sir Richard Glyn. Gear’s Mill was sold along 
with French Mill, Cann Mill and Woodbridge Mill and many other properties. 2 A photograph of 
Gears Mill Farm, with plan and marginal notes survives from 1964. 3 A private house may now exist 
on the site. 4 
 
1 Western Gazette 11 July 1919 p 10 
2 DoHC – D-BKL/E/J/372  
3 DoHC – D/RUT/A/22/11 of 1964 
4 Wenham, Peter, Watermills, Robert Hale, 1989 
 
French Mill, Cann 
ST 8666 2094 
 
All the mills on the Sturkel Brook required millponds and French Mill was no exception. It was still 
functioning as a corn or grain mill in 1900. 1 
In the eighteenth century there were two water grist mills here – which may suggest that there were 
two waterwheels each powering a pair of stones, or merely one wheel driving two pairs of stones. 
But in 1744 there was also reference to a ‘shuting’ and a ‘bunting’ mill. 2 French Mill may be a 
corruption of French’s Mill, as that was its name when John Miles was miller. He occupied the mill at 
least from 1762 to 1795. 3 
John Parsons was miller in 1842. 4 By 1851 his widow, Charlotte Parsons, ran the mill with her son 
William, 17. George Miles, 60, a millwright, was living nearby. Charlotte was still the tenant in 1861; 
her son William, 27, remained as miller. Alfred, 19, son of George Miles, living at French Mill Lane, 
may have assisted in the running of the mill. 5 In the decades 1871-1891 David Hunt was miller. He 
employed three men in 1881. 6 Alfred Miles moved to Shaftesbury and by 1881 he was a baker and 
grocer in Salisbury Street. 7 Ten years later David Hunt was at Cann Mill. Ruth Miles, a widow, 59, 
was listed as miller in 1891. Her second son, Richard Thomas junior, 22, worked in the mill. 8 A 
photograph survives of him. Her third son Joseph, 20, worked as a groom, but was also listed as a 
miller’s apprentice. 
Harry Padfield occupied the premises in 1911-1919; he was a dairymen with sons who were 
cowherds. It seems the mill had ceased work before the First World War. The mill and 27 acres of 
land in Cann and Melbury Abbas were sold to H Johnson for £1,300 in 1919. 9 The auction catalogue 
survives. 10 The mill is now a private residence. 11 
 
1 Ordnance Survey map, 25-in, published 1901 
2 DoHC – D/290/T3 of 1737; D-1242/2/1 of 1744 and D-651/T/13 of 1756 
3 DoHC – D-GLY/1580A of 1762; D-GLY/1581 of 1776; D-GLY/1583B of 1795 
4 Noted by Tony Yoward - source? 
5 Cann census 1851 and 1861 
6 Cann census returns 1871, 1881; Western Gazette 14 August 1891 p 3 col 1 
7 Shaftesbury St Peter census, 1881. Salisbury Street 
8 Cann census 1891 



9 Cann census 1911; Sale of estate by Sir Richard Glyn’s family – Western Gazette 11 July 1919 p 10 
10 DoHC D-BKL/E/J/372 
11 Wenham, Peter, Watermills, Robert Hale, 1989 
 
 
Cann Mill, Cann 
ST 8716 2083 
 
For almost a hundred years, from 1459 to 1550 this was known to be a fulling mill. 1 By 1748 Robert 
Gillingham, a baker, occupied the mill, then owned by Shaftesbury Corporation. The mill was then 
described as a water grist mill, formerly a fulling mill. 2 Shaftesbury Corporation had run up 
significant debts by 1787 and a solution was found by re-negotiating the leases of its properties. In 
1791 Joseph Lush, miller, paid £240 for a lease of 99 years on Cann Mill, which dealt with roughly 
half the Corporation’s outstanding debt. Joseph’s wife Anne was one of Robert Gillingham’s 
daughters.3  
 
In 1842 Cann Mill was run by Robert Sharp. 4 In the years 1846-1871 William Scammell was miller 
and he also farmed six acres at Cann, at one time employing three men and boys, including his son 
Samuel, 18 in 1861. William was a native of Semley in Wiltshire. 5 John Sellick, a millwright, 
undertook work at the mill in 1868 and in 1870 E S Hindley of the Bourton Foundry supplied a new 
iron overshot waterwheel. 6 

  
At Shaftesbury in November 1871 Scammell was sued for damages by Mr Foot, a surgeon: he had 
sold Foot ‘a sack of wheat, which was guaranteed to be April wheat, whereas it was nursery wheat 
and the plaintiff lost his crop. .. After a lengthy trial the verdict went for the plaintiff’.7 From 1875 or 
earlier Samuel Scammell ran the mill until 1881 or so. 8 The mill lease was for auction in 1876, with 
24 acres of land. 9 A fire in 1880 destroyed the mill and the mill-house. Rebuilding, in stone and tile, 
took place in 1881.10  
 
Three sources provide details for the overshot waterwheel and these differ. One source claims the 
wheel is 10ft 6in by 5ft 4in; a second has it at 9ft 8in by 5ft 4.25ft. Addison and Wailes state the 
wheel was supplied by E S Hindley and generated 15hp and was built in 1862; the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings, Mills Section, claim the wheel was by Maggs and Hindley; 11 by 1874 
E S Hindley had charge of the foundry. 12 Peter Wenham notes the wheel to be 10ft 6in in diameter 
and argues that it was cast in 1874. 13 
 
David Hunt moved here from French Mill and was established in 1891, aged 59. 14 By 1901 Ruth 
Miles, a widow, 67, leased the mill and ran it with her sons Joseph, 31, and Hubert, 30. 15 She was 
still here in 1911. In 1916 R F Miles managed to avoid call-up for military service. 16 The Miles family 
remained at Cann until 1947 when V W Miles and Son sold the property to Norman Stoate.  
 
The Stoate family were well established as millers and had a large, turbine powered mill at Watchet, 
west Somerset. Following a fire in 1910 [check] they moved to Bristol and ran a roller mill by the 
city’s Floating Harbour. Norman Stoate was a fourth-generation miller. Cann Mill suffered a major 
fire in 1954 and was rebuilt and extended in 1955-1956. Animal feed was produced until 1970 when 
Stoate decided to focus on the production of high-quality stone-ground flour. Today the waterwheel 
produces 25 per cent of the mill’s output; roller milling generates the rest and the concern is run by 
Michael Stoate, as N R Stoate & Sons. 17 
 
1 DoHC – SYB/D/13/7/18/1 and 18/2, 18/3 and 18/4 
2 DoHC – D-GLY/1589. Indenture dated 17 August 1791 - Corporation of Shaston and Joseph Lush 



3 Hopton, F C, Corruption and Reform, Municipal Government in the Borough of Shaftesbury  
 1750-1835, Shaftesbury and District History Society, 1975 
4 DoHC - D-MOT/1287 
5 DoHC – D-GLY/1594C; Cann census returns 1851, 1861, 1871 
6 DOHC – DC-SYB/F/4/1/2; DC-SYB/F/4/1/1 and 4/1/4 
7 Western Gazette 3 November 1871 p 8 
8 Local directory, transcribed by Tony Yoward; Cann census 1881 
9 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 8 July 1876, p 4; DoHC – D-GLY/1594F and D-1101/4/2 
10 Legg, Rodney, Dorset Life, October 2009 
11 Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, Mills Section, Dorset Tour notes, 1987;  
 Addison and Wailes, Dorset Watermills, Trans Newcomen Society 1963 
12 Advert, Salisbury and Winchester Journal 10 October 1874 p 1 
13 Wenham, Peter, Watermills, Robert Hale 1989 
14 Cann census 1891 
15 Cann census 1901 
16 Western Gazette 22 December 1916 p 2 
17 Legg, Rodney, Dorset Life, October 2009; stoatesflour.co.uk/ 
 
Spragg’s Mill, Cann 
ST 873208 
 
Spragg’s is shown as an active corn mill on the Ordnance Survey 6-in map of 1886, just above the 
bridge carrying the Shaftesbury-Blandford Road over the Sturkel. It had its own millpond.  
 
The Gillingham family were millers at Spragg’s Mill in the eighteenth century. Robert Gillingham was 
here in 1745 and Stephen at a later date. Robert’s wife was Mary Webb and before the Gillinghams 
had possession it is thought that a Mr Webb was miller, possibly her father. 1 
The Miles family were established here in the years 1861-1881. Samuel Miles, a widower in 1851, 
had moved from Melbury Mill 2 by 1855 3 and by 1861, then aged 64, he employed a man and a boy 
to assist him. His son Richard Thomas Miles, 28, a miller, and married to Ruth, was a neighbour and 
worked in the mill. 4 They traded as Miles & Son. 5 Samuel Miles was still in charge in 1871, helped by 
two men and a boy. 6 He died in November 1880 in his 83rd year. 7 His son Richard had died 
prematurely on 5 December 1872. Several of Richard’s sons were millers, as was his great 
grandfather. Following his death his wife Ruth took charge of milling at three mills – Cann, French 
and Spragg’s. 8 In 1881 Ruth Miles was living at Spragg’s Mill and her sons Charles 25, Ernest 20, and 
Walter, 14, were working as millers. 9 
 
No miller is listed for Spragg’s Mill in 1891 but the parish had a surfeit of miller’s carters – George 
Brockway, 43, and his son Walter 21; Thomas Brown, 46, a widower; and Rice Andrews, 43. 10 
 
1 Notes by Tony Yoward, The Mills Archive; DoHC – D-GLY/1798 
2 Melbury Abbas census 1851 
3 Kelly’s Directory 1855 – Transcribed by Tony Yoward 
4 Cann census 1861 
5 Kelly’s Directory – Transcribed by Tony Yoward 
6 Cann census 1871 
7 Western Gazette 19 November 1880 p 5 
8 Research by Anne Newman, Ancestry.com 
9 Cann census 1881 
10 Cann census 1891 
 



Melbury Mill, Melbury Abbas 
Also known as Barfoot Mill 
ST 8773 2067 
 
Molinologists – mill enthusiasts – visiting in 1987 learnt that the mill had recently been restored and 
was being used to produce animal feed by Mr Giles; some flour had also been milled. The all-iron 
overshot waterwheel was cast by E S Hindley of Bourton in 1875 and is 11ft by 5ft 6in. The gearing 
and hurst frame were supplied by Armfield of Ringwood. Somdor Engineering of Gillingham, but now 
of Stalbridge, refurbished this wheel and the re-cogging of the gears was carried out by a local 
craftsman. The wheel was also used to power an apple crusher for cider making. But in recent years 
all milling has ceased: Tony Yoward visited in 1992 and found that conversion to a holiday home had 
been carried out on the house and part of the mill.  
 
The mill is Listed Grade II and dates from the early nineteenth century. Built of coursed rubble with 
ashlar and brick dressings, it is roofed in slate. Equipped with two pairs of stones, the machinery was 
complete when seen by the RCHM surveyors in 1971. 1 
 
Early references to mills at Melbury are a bit heterogeneous. There were four mills at Domesday 2 
but these may have included those at Cann: when was Cann parish formed? A post mortem on John 
Grove in 1629 resulted in listings of properties in a number of parishes including a fulling mill in 
Melbury Abbas. 3 A water grist mill, formerly a fulling mill, at Melbury is recorded for 1782 and an 
assignment of lands in 1800 makes reference to North Mills, Melbury Abbas. 4 In 1791 Shaftesbury 
Corporation leased a water grist mill at West Melbury to a Mr Lush. 5 This was almost certainly Cann 
Mill in Cann parish, (qv). 
 
Samuel Miles, a widower, 55, was miller and maltster at East Melbury in 1851. He employed his son 
Richard Thomas, 18, as miller. 6 Richard Thomas Miles (1832-1872) was later to marry Ruth 
Blandford of Donhead St Mary, who ran three of the watermills in the valley following her husband’s 
early death.  
 
George Oxford, miller, was at Higher Mill, Melbury, in 1859. Higher Mill was next to Higher Mill 
Farm, and was presumably Melbury Mill – but it seems to imply there was another mill in the parish. 
7 
George’s son, Fred, 21, a miller of Melbury, married Elizabeth Lane Lovell at Stalbridge on 22 May 
1877. He was listed as a miller and baker of Melbury when his son was born. 8 In 1881 Fred was 
farming 60 acres, running the mill and operating a bakery; his son-in-law Frederick Lovell, 18, was 
employed as apprentice baker. A near neighbour was George Sharp, 29, a miller’s carter. 9 The 
Oxfords’ stay came to an end in 1882 when the livestock at Barfoot Farm was put up for sale. 10 Fred 
moved to Fordingbridge in Hampshire where he was listed as farmer, baker and coffee room 
proprietor, town crier and bill poster. 11 
 
Barfoot’s Farm lease was for sale in 1894: ‘To be Let, from Michaelmas next, about 64 acres of sound 
arable and pasture land (chiefly pasture) together with the Corn Mill, Dwelling-house, Labourers’ 
Cottages  .. the water power is good and the .. buildings are in good condition ..’ 12 Samuel Miles, 36, 
was farmer and miller at Melbury Mill in 1901. 13 A small estate including Barfoot’s Farm was for sale 
in 1902, following the death of George Parham. Samuel Miles was mentioned as tenant. 14 

Samuel and his son Richard Frederick Miles, 22, worked the farm and ran the mill in 1911. 15 Richard 
managed to avoid being called up for military service in 1916 and in 1926 bought Melbury Mill. 16 
In1930 Richard wrote to Shaftesbury Town Council protesting - with two other mill owners 
downstream - at the council’s intention to abstract water from the spring above the mill. The 
council’s water engineer was confident the water supply to the mills would not be affected. The 
business was still known as S E Miles & Son in 1939. 17 



 
 
1  The Society for the Protection of Ancient Monuments, Mills Section Dorset Mills Tour notes, 1987; 
 The Royal Commission on Historical Monuments in Dorset, Volume 4 North, HMSO 1972 
2 Wikipedia - Melbury Abbas entry 
3 Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre 451/531 
4 DoHC – D/GLY:C/T28/14 and D/FFO/12/124 
5 DoHC – D/GLY:C/T33 
6 Melbury Abbas census 1851 
7 Dorset Jury Lists 1825-1921: Melbury Abbas 1859 
8 Church of England marriages and banns, Stalbridge, 1877; Western Gazette 8 August 1879 p 5 
9 Melbury Abbas census 1881 
10 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 19 August 1882 p 4 last col 
11 Fordingbridge census 1891 
12 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 28 April 1894 p 4 
13 Melbury Abbas census 1901 
14 The Salisbury Times 13 June 1902 p 4 
15 Melbury Abbas census 1911 
16 Western Gazette 22 December 1916 p3; 4 June 1926 p 6 col 3 
17 Western Gazette 26 September 1930 p 5 
 


