
 

John Holman 1763-1826, miller of Sarre 
This paper aims to expand the genealogy given on HOLMAN BROS., MILLWRIGHTS OF 

CANTERBURY: A HISTORY; EIGHT MILE MILL, SARRE1.  

Part 1 gives additional information about John Holman’s offspring and how they kept the 

mill in the family. 

Part 2 goes back in time to John Holman of Sarre’s birth family. I hope it offers a plausible 

connection between the Holmans of Sarre and the first known Holman associated with mills, 

John Holman of Chislet Mill. 

Part 1: Children of John Holman 1763-
1826 
The first four children of John Holman were baptised at Wickhambreux2; the last four, from 

1793, were baptised at St Nicholas at Wade, so the family had already migrated towards 

Sarre decades before Sarre Mill was built in 1820. The children were all buried at St. 

Nicholas at Wade3, although they lived at Sarre4. None of them had known surviving 

children, yet they contrived to pass Sarre Mill down to another generation in the family. 

John 1785-1815, Charles 1791-1815, Stephen 1798-1819 

These three died in young adulthood, all apparently unmarried and childless. John died aged 

30, and Charles was buried a few days later aged 23. Stephen also died in his early 20s. 

William 1787-1842, miller of Sarre 
William took over the mill at his father’s death5. He was unmarried and childless. 

Elizabeth 1789-1842 
Elizabeth was living with her siblings William, Thomas and Hannah Jane, presumably at Sarre 

Mill, in the 1841 census. She died unmarried in the same month as her brother William. 

Thomas 1793-1867, miller of Sarre6 

Thomas married Ann Jennings of Ashford (1805-1890) a few months after his siblings 

Elizabeth and William died7. He was 50, she was 40, so they had no children of their own. 

But Ann’s sister Martha Jennings had a son George Thomas Steddy, who apparently became 

Ann’s heir8 and married into the Holman/Mascall family (below).  

Mary Ann 1795-1871 
Mary Ann married9 John Mascall 1798-1866, publican10 of St Lawrence. She was 24, and 

could have hoped for a fine family. But their only child died aged 1111. 

Hannah Jane 1801-1884 
Hannah married12 Willam Mascall 1804-1874, farmer and also miller of Newington Mill, St 

Lawrence. She was 42 when she married; they had no children.They were at Newington Mill 

in the 1861 census, and he is ‘of Newington Mill’ on his gravestone (below).  Hannah Jane 



 

stayed on at Newington Mill Cottage after his death. She died ‘at Newington Mill’13 and 

probate of her estate was granted to William Mascall of Newington, miller (see below). 

Monuments at St Nicholas at Wade 
Tyler’s Index of Parishes mentions the Holmans and Mascalls in the section on monumental 

inscriptions at St Nicholas at Wade14. 

The Holmans of Sarre: 

 

The Mascall brothers and their Holman wives: 

 

The gravestone of William Mascall of Newington Mill15: 

 



 

The Mascall family and Newington Mill 
John and William Mascall, who married the Holman sisters, were brothers16. In the 1851 

census the two couples were living together at Whitehall, Ramsgate, farming.  

A third brother was Charles Holman Mascall 1817-1884. I have not discovered why his 

middle name was Holman – perhaps there was an earlier intermarriage, or a Holman 

godparent. Charles Holman Mascall’s daughter Isabel17 married18 George Thomas Steddy of 

Sarre Mill, and they had several children, enabling the family connection with Sarre mill to 

continue19. 

Charles Holman Mascall also had a son William20 1856-1940. William must have taken over 

Newington Mill from his namesake uncle, as he is shown as miller, then retired miller, at 

Oakfield, Newington (next to the mill cottages) in the censuses of 1881, 1891, 1901 and 

1911. Oakfield was his home until he died21. 

I can find no links between Mascalls and Newington Mill prior to the 1861 census. In the 

1841 census, William and Charles Holman Mascall were living in St Peters parish at the Star 

Inn near Broadstairs, which their parents had been running for some years22, and they were 

farmers, while their brother John was a publican in St Lawrence Street. So I question 

whether Newington Mill was built for the Mascalls in 1830 as your website suggests23. 

  



 

Part 2: The birth family of John Holman, 
miller of Sarre 
Finding the baptism of John Holman, miller of Sarre 
The monumental inscription for John Holman, miller of Sarre, at St Nicholas at Wade says 

that he died in 1826 at the age of 6324. This gives him a birth year of about 1763. Four 

baptism records for a John Holman in that part of Kent at around that date have survived. In 

two cases the baby soon died. That leaves two candidates: John born in Littlebourne in 1763 

son of Stephen and Elizabeth, and John born in Wickhambreux in 1763, son of William and 

Mary.  

I have two circumstantial reasons for agreeing with your website25 that John, miller of 

Sarre, was the son of William and Mary. Firstly Wickhambreux was where John married and 

started his family, so it’s very likely where he was born. Secondly, his marriage was 

witnessed by a Charles Holman. The John born in Wickhambreux had a brother Charles, 

while the other John 1763 had no recorded relative called Charles. 

Mary, the mother of John Holman of Sarre 
Assuming that William and Mary were the parents of John 1763-1826, who then was Mary?  

There are two surviving records of marriages of a William Holman and Mary at a plausible 

date and location. The first was at Blean, in 1744/526: 

 

This William Holman of Westbere was a widower. He and Mary had no children. The burials 

of William and both his wives are in the Westbere register. He is not the father of John 

Holman of Sarre. 

The other was on 31 May 1747 at St Mary Magdelene in Canterbury: 

 

There seems no reason to doubt that this William Holman of Wickhambreux and Mary 

Friend were the parents of John Holman of Sarre. 



 

Children of William and Mary – siblings of John, miller of Sarre 
All William and Mary Holman’s children except the first were baptised at Wickhambreux, 

and all except John 1763, the miller, were buried there27. 

William 1748-1823 
William, “son of William and Mary”, was baptised on 3 April 1748, at St Mary Magdelene, 

the church where his parents married. He was buried at Wickhambreux in 1823, aged 74 

according to the burial record. It seems he never married. 

Mary, John, Anne, Elizabeth, Hannah 
Mary 1749-1756, John 1752-1760, Anne 1753-1756, Elizabeth 1758-1776 and Hannah 1761-

1765 all died as children. 

John 1763-1826, miller of Sarre 
John married Elizabeth Oinn in Wickhambreux in 1785. The witnesses were apparently their 

brothers28. 

 

Charles 1767-1847 
Charles remained in Wickhambreux all his life. In the 1841 census he was a fruiterer. His 

father William was ‘shopkeeper’ on his tombstone; quite possibly Charles took over his 

father’s shop, being the only surviving son left in the village. 

Identity of William Holman 
I’ve left until last the question: who was William Holman, father of John the miller? 



 

This gravestone of William and Mary Holman at 

Wickhambreux reads: In memory of Mary, wife 

of William Holman, shopkeeper, who died Oct 1 

1776 aged 53 years and also of the above 

William Holman who died Nov 12 1794 aged 72 

years. 

The parish register gives William’s age at death 

as 73, not 72, so there was some uncertainty as 

to how old he was. Age 72 or 73 means a birth 

in 1721 or 1722. I can find no record of a 

baptism in those years29. However, there are 

two baptisms a little later: in 1724, William son 

of Stephen and Anne Holman in Ickham, and in 

1726, William son of John and Margaret Holman 

in Littlebourne.  

There is sufficient evidence that William born 

1724 died in his teens30. That leaves William 

born 1726 son of John and Margaret as the only known candidate, despite the disparity of 

age on the gravestone. 

The Holmans of Chislet Mill 
The parents of Willam 1726 were John Holman who married Margaret Stoddard “of 

Littlebourne”31.  Margaret had been living at Littlebourne mill since her late teens32, but she 

had grown up in Wickhambreux33, where her mother was born and her father William 

Stoddard worked the watermill34. It seems likely that John worked at his in-laws’ mill while 

he lived at Littlebourne for the first years of their marriage. William, their firstborn, named 

for grandfather Stoddard, was baptised there. 

John Holman of Chislet is the first known Holman associated with mills. 

When William Holman was still a baby, his father John took over the Stoddards’ windmill at 

Chislet. They lived there until William was about 14, but then hard times hit the family: 

William Stoddard’s son came of age and took over Chislet mill for himself, and the Holmans 

were frequently “in want” or “poor” thereafter.35 Several Holmans received parish relief, 

but there is no trace of William Holman in Chislet records. 

My hypothesis is that William Holman left Chislet in his teens, and went to Wickhambreux, 

where his mother and grandparents were probably remembered, and he still had maternal 

relatives. He brought his bride there at the age of 21, and started his family, including John, 

the future miller of Sarre. 

The Chislet/Sarre connection 
John Holman worked at the new mill at Chislet from about 1757, but after his death in 1775 

there were no milling Holmans in Chislet. Then, in the 1841 census, at the mill were William 

Holman and his sister Sarah, wife of Edward Gardner who came from an established family 



 

of millers. By 1854 the mill was occupied by John Wootton36, a farmer37 who diversified into 

milling after marrying Phoebe Holman, sister of William and Sarah.  

How did these three Holman siblings become involved with the mill? Neither their father38, 

nor his father (youngest son of John Holman of Chislet39) had any known connection with 

mills. However, if my hypothesis about the parentage of John Holman of Sarre is correct, he 

was first cousin to the three siblings’ father, and the ideal kinsman to reconnect them to mill 

work.  

A connection between Sarre and Chislet appears in the 1861 census, when young Henry 

Wootton, nephew of John Wootton and his wife Phoebe Holman, was living with the 

Holmans of Sarre as an apprentice miller. 

 

 

Gillian Taylor, gillian@tcp.co.uk, July 2015. 

1 https://millsarchive.org/explore/features-and-articles/entry/158534/holman-bros.-millwrights-of-
canterbury-a-history/6999 
2 From England, Select Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 on Ancestry and elsewhere, showing place and date 
of baptism and parents’ names. The original Wickhambreaux registers don’t seem to be online.  
3 From East Kent Burial Index on findmypast and familysearch, and Tyler’s Index of Parishes. 
4 The image from Tyler (above) shows that the family is of Sarre. 
5 ‘Miller’ in 1841 census for Sarre; ‘miller’ in Tyler’s record. 
6 ‘Miller and baker’ in 1851 and 1861 censuses for Sarre. Described as ‘miller of Sarre’ in the National Probate 
Calendar (on Ancestry and elsewhere). 
7 Married at West Ashford reg dist in the first quarter of 1843. Ann Jennings was born 1805, daughter of John 
and Lydia Jennings. Her sister Martha 1815-1891 married Daniel Elliott Steddy on 9 Feb 1846, and their son 
George was born 1851. Inf from baptism and civil registration records. 
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8 According to millsarchive website. 
9 They married 27 Sep 1819 at St Nicholas at Wade. Source: England Marriages 1538-1973 on findmypast and 
Ancestry. 
10 He was a publican (like his parents) in 1841, ‘independent’ in 1851, ‘retired miller’ in 1861. 
11 Dates from England Marriages 1538-1973 and Tyler. 
12 In 1844; England and Wales Marriage Index. 
13 From the National Probate Calendar 
14 Reproduced on Ancestry. 
15 From Find a Grave Index on Ancestry and elsewhere. 
16 Images for the baptisms for the three brothers are on findmypast, each showing the parents as Michael and 
Elizabeth. John bapt 2 Jul 1797 at Margate, William 6 May 1804 at St Nicholas at Wade, and Charles H 16 Mar 
1817 at St Peters. The 1841 census shows Elizabeth still at St Peters with William and Charles.  
17 Isabel appears as the daughter of Charles H Mascall on the 1861 census. 
18 In 1877; England and Wales Marriage Index. 
19 According to millsarchive website. 
20 William appears as the son of Charles H Mascall on the 1861 census. The place and date of birth on later 
censuses confirm this is the same person. 
21 It was the address where he died; National Probate Calendar. 
22 Michael Mascall was ‘victualler’ of St Peters on his son Charles H’s baptism record. The image of his burial 
record 1833 gives his address as Star Inn (findmypast); his widow and sons were still at the Star Inn on the 
1841 census. 
23 https://millsarchive.org/explore/features-and-articles/entry/158534/holman-bros.-millwrights-of-
canterbury-a-history/7000 
24 Tyler’s Register of Parishes, MI for St Nicholas at Wade. 
25 https://millsarchive.org/explore/features-and-articles/entry/158534/holman-bros.-millwrights-of-
canterbury-a-history/6999 
26  Blean parish registers on findmypast. 
27 Wickhambreux registers on findmypast. 
28 William and Anne Oinn or Oynd baptised John in 1750 and Elizabeth in 1759 (familysearch). 
29 In familysearch or findmypast, which between them list all known records from Kent parish registers. 
30 Stephen Holman was buried at Ickham in 1733. William, “son of Anne Holman, widow”, was buried at St 
Lawrence in 1741. 
31 Register of Christ Church Canterbury 24 Nov 1724. 
32 A Stoddard daughter buried at Wickhambreux in 1722 was recorded as “of Littlebourne mill”. 
33 Baptised 23 Oct 1702, Wickhambreux register. Her siblings were baptised there 1698-1715. 
34 He was “William Stoddard, miller of Wickhambreux” when he purchased Chislet Mill in 1717. 
35 Chislet rate assessments and poor relief records, kindly supplied by Virginia Silvester. 
36 Kentish Gazette 12 Sept 1854: John Wootton occupied Chislet Mill. John Wootton (either this one or his son) 
purchased the mill outright in July 1868. 
37 He was ‘farmer’ in all the censuses. 
38 Stephen Holman 1769-1835, a labourer and gardener. 
39 Stephen Holman 1739-1803, noted in the Chislet records as receiving poor relief, but not noted as having 
any occupation. 


